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T|{E PURPOSE Otr'THIS BOOKLET

We are putting these booklets together on our ancestor$, not for the purpose of
aiding in any genealogical researcho altttough there might be that possibility for some
readers. We are not making an effort to include all the name$, dates, and places we
might discover if we searched. We do not want to take ttrat much time because of the
magnitnde of ourtask.

Our intention is to preserve the life stories of our ancestors as completely as we
san. The family fiaditions, anecdotesn and accomplishments that might be lost to our
posterity if we don't record them. There are also mementoes, certificates, photographs,
especially photogaphs, ttrat might be forever lost ifwe donot flnd a lvay to share them.
This is otlr effort to do so.

We feel it is not an accident that so many family records have ended up in orn
hands from both sides of our families. We f,eel we have them because we will take care
ofthem and share them. IVe are getting old qnd we realiee that if we die without doing
something about these faqily treasures, ttrey will probably not be presemed for frrture
generations. We're notlsure how to share ftem but preparing these books and booHets
is at least the first step. Our children or grandchildren may have to take it from there
andwefiu$tthattheywill. Thllrrrh' I * ,&"*** rLrtl.., na;.*
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*trY LIFE STttFy:'

T*ELE flF Srlr{TEETS
Fage l**.

F*HILV EEStrSTER. I
{Grandparenisi Perants; }ly Familyi Ether Sarriages; rhildPen}

F*I"IILY HE*TT*ffE.
{Faliri.ly TreE Charts; Immigrani' Ansest*rsi Their Er*igrati*n
St*ry; Their Fanre & Infarny; ltl*ar *nrest*r=; Family Fal'ierns;
Farri.ly Tradilisrsl Family Heirl*urm=; lelher* Ancestsr= Suriedl
Family f,reste & Fh*t'ographs)

f;TIILT}HilT}CI & EARLY YO{,fTH.
{l,ly Ei.rthi f,ly lqtither; }ly Father; Br$thers & Sistersi
E*rlisst F{em*c'ies; Play Activit' iesi Childfnt}d Friendsi
Firsf. Oay *f .Sshcoli E:*peri*nces Uilh ll lness trr Death;
F*arE, F*rrlasi*s, AsFirati$nsi Fav*rits Childhsfid Thingsi
Hy Fhysi.ral. & Fersrnality Traits; Chil.dhsrd Pfurtugraphs)

H{}I{E LIFE AS A f,HIL*.
{I}escript,isns rf Hnmes; Grandpar*nts & Flelative=! Religiani
Fa*rily *ust*firs; Faniily Vacatisns! Flemarable Family Fu*-
chaseg; Family Petsi Life Changing Eventt; Selangingsi
Byg*ne Eral

TEEFI ft68 YE*R5.
{Family Lifei Friends & $*siaL Life; Sportri Faahinns and
Fads; Temptaticnsi Oeveloping -gkilIs; fteligiou* flct'ivities;
Jnbs & blork Experiencei ltalues; Fhotngraphs)
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Erluc*TIsst"
{Srade $rh*ol & Intermediatei High $rhotrl; C$lleg*;
Cnnt,inuing Educat i*ni Photographsl

ItILITf;RV SERVICE.
{l{lry *r tdhy Nati Fsrvice Fecardi Life in the Flil itary;
Fh*tngraphsl

D*TI}Ifi & f,TIUETSHIF
tFiret Batei $*riau= Rnmances; tlating i'ly Spousei Engage-
rn*nii t*edding Flan=i tJsdding; H*neym*eini Phat*graphsl

ilY AffE*I*6:E HEL*TI{SI5TIIFs .
{Seifing r.rp H*us*keepingi In Lar* Relat,i*nships; Early
*dju=tr**nis; *nniversaries; Prablar*=; l{arri.ed Life
S*ring Child Fairing Years}

FHIhIGI$IG UF CHTLSEEIII.
{Fes1ings if fhi,ldles=; F.p*cial Fteneiries cif E*ch CFrild!
Chi!.d Hearing Fhitr*=*plry; Hurnerau= Epis*de=i Sigge=t
Prst'legrrsj Flelati.:nship i'Iitl-r *dtrtt Childreni Family
*c *.i Yi t-ie5 ; Fh$'i,tlgraphe l
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F*ge Slcr.

hIBEIi & **HEERS.
iTins C*ntr*l; FJll Time Jrbsi ftemxrrable E:rperi.enr*ei
fhangirq J$bE: $e1f E*ipl*ym*ni)

IdHEFE I'$E LTVE$ 1I{ }'IY AT}{JLT LIFE. ._?S
{llo*ie Adr*=ses; L*calit i.eei H*ue*E; Yardsi Fh*tographe}

{.IE*LTH RECf]ffi. t-a9
{llealth t}uring Early Ye*rsi H*alth *f Fa*iily lle$hars;
Heslth Thrcugh the Years; f;ll*rgies; Aetid*nts;
Surgeriexi Handic*Fs; Eyesight Hi:t*ry; Dental HiEt*rY;
i{y Phy=ical Characterist ics}

HELIeIfiN- . JJ_A
{$eruminaii*n! f,rnversitrn Stqrry; Church 9ervi.ce; Easir
*eliefsi Spiritual Experienreg; tloubfs; Fav&rite l'lin-
iEters ef,r. !  Policy fhangesi Heligiuus Prart icesl

SBf;I*L LIFE. J/3
{Lif*l*ng Fri*ndsi AEst}ciatiqrns lrlith Greupxf Enter-
tainingf 8*ing a Guest; Favnrite Artivitiesi
Ccrr*sp*nd*nce ; Fh*tngraphsl

f,;ilRl.t' EVEilTS HECALLEB. - .Leg
thlarsi f)*pnessi*ns & Recessisnsi Flajor Catastr*phies;
Snnaeing Thingsi Fam*us Peaple; Epidemics; Invant.i*ns
and $i.Ecrlvenies; AEsassinatian=i tdrlm*n' s Righ*e)

I{AJCIR ffiSTgCLES & HEAETACHES. Jda
{ftegretsi *ivr:ress; t}eaths; Pour Healthi tlther Trials;
Fai luresl

FLEASAHT Fft*TIt'rES" ,l;L6
tfteading Habits; Hshbies; Sp*rte & Eg*rcisei $iningi
Tnave!; C€l,sbratiilnsi Favorite Things; Autamnbiles, Pets,
Fh*trgraphs)

EETS6 * fiHf;HDFAEEST. LW
tEach Grandchildt ActivitieE Sith firandrhildreni
Tradit i*ns; Fe€l ings! Ph*t*grapha)

RETIHES YE*Rs.
{ftge at Setirement; tlhy I Retir*di f;hanges in }ty Lifei
*d"iuslm*nf.E; hler* f,ctivit,ieEI LfarriesS

L$il{r!{fi E*CH.
tChange= I t&ruld *lake if I Sctuld; $atiafying *chieve-
m*nt-sj F*v*rite F*s€essi*ng; Funeral ftrrang*nrent-s I'd
Lik* a:-id Uhyl

FfiR HISTTI*Y'5 5HE.
{Things Srandma T*ld }le; €ravesites *f Ancestars; Ither€
Fly tdill i= liepti H*irl*sntsi fienetic Traitg in Fa*ily}

_f,1_
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|  ! , I i lbur  Lee Bl iss \

i7 
-*hl**{E*ilF*criii:D- 

}\
\ 5 May 1930 G-eg*i19-,-!Sp:l:-j].ulJr-Neb:aska II _ --=:--*--- r

I  nats  * f  E i r th  F lace c f , f  S i r t 'h  

\̂ , \\v **--!6--+4y-jJlj---- Spse-Ar-"sJge-Jvfsr-----
\ 

Sat* ef Flarni.ag* Flat'ried Tti ldh{}m

\ t
__D*o-11o_tJry_Jl9ge_j$gS_ \

I

I  Do ro thy  f l ene  B l i ss-
t I'{AFIE BF +HiL* 

?\ v

\ --Ll-.kgfgfv**ryij-*** agri:Ur-i-c-o*t35-if-ulJ-- Net:aska t
t

\  
Fat 'e irf  Birth Pl*ce ' : f  Fi.rt 'h

|  20 December Lg5L Broadie F i - rman Jones \
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NAS,IE OF CHILT} 
I

*i9-3!:rl*l:ji---- ssg:g:!:gl-rsyr_!res*:,_!eph . \
Sate * f ,  B i . r t "h  ptace s f  B i r th  

)
-19-P::1L::-L211- --sl:sfsy*deqs.-(z.r.Laewl-usrrilt I

f,late trf Harriage Flarried Tn hfh*m 
\
A\

-o"""" !f#f"il#"#ir*-**-*--* l
t

-*SlApgi-1*-1-?J!--*- sedsp:!,IssJJsr.-EleetJ*-.wesh . \
Date  i : f  F i r th  F1ace q : f  B i r th  

)
25 March L957 (div)  Uoward L.  Ransom l-- - s-I;;f Fnili;a;-- - 

,;;-;;;fiT:rf;Ji",,'ffi;---- 1
Janet- geggce+-Sgbld 

Il
---3Lj9I- J2!9---- ssgss:vrpgJJsy---$3esil**.Lresh I

t ra te * : f  F i r th  F lare * f  S i r f ,h  \
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John ltenry Bliss
te4r)

Eliza May Shively
(187r - 1948)

1860 -

&

Sat* *f  Fir t f t

----l-ller-fl3-8--*--
*af,e qrf tre*th

HARRITT}

6 June LB94 Alb lon ,  Boone ,  Nebraska
tJhen tlh*re

-i:ILI*"srv-l-rfss.

14 May 1860

FATHER

B.'l3_pr_lueS]t:g€lS3r_ I,il i p c o n s i n
Flace *f El i t"th

G i b b orr,_ j1t_f_f 3r_1 :rr_It|S!-1aS k a
Flace *f Eea{h

Sate *f Sir ih

21,  Oct  L94L
Sai,e rrf $eat-h

EJ.j-za May Shively

1 0  F e b  1 8 7 1

F4ETHER

Tama Ci ty ,  Tama,  Iowa----F1;;;F-B${h--

G i b b_o n,_ _B..t'l:1l- "_t *Ig$.f1l k u
Flare trf tr*at'.h



Alanson Newton Bliss Henrietta Agen Bliss
(1828 - 1887) (1824 - re00)

UiM.t*'

Henry Shively
(1832 - rerT)

fiHAItISFATHEH{Fat-hsF' s Side} Dat-e ' : f  * i r f .h Date, *:f Fea{h
-4lersps-Isylpl--Df;rs- ----12_Uey_ 192!*_-___*__29_S-sr*!_9-Qg_*
ffR*FlFl'ti lTHERrlFath*F's . idel Ba{e '=f EirdFr sate *f Feath
-Isls*isfle-4ese---- -______l_Uey_J329* ?_9_-Qsr_!_A_gJ-_
fiR*HsF*TitEH{H*?"her'E . ide} f}at-e *f Ei.rth s*t-e af seath
-Is:'gl!!-iys*ry- __?!_-{er'_-1!J3____ ___*_Zg*-Jes__r_g_1J__
fiR*Altrf{$THE*{*lcth*r' E *id*} Sa. te  * f  E i r th S*l,s af *e*t-h

El izabeLh Ann Richards L 6  J a n  1 8 3 1

(1831 - 1878)

Er-r -zaDern Ann Rlchards 16 Jan 1931 20 Jan 1gB0
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Thomas Bl iss

113""i  zzg Boston, Mass .
OATF OF GIR ' {  PLACE OF BIRTH

1 8 0 6  a t  B o s t o n ,  M a s , s .
t tABRtA€€ OAT€ I IARRI6G€ PLACE

1 8 2 8  R o c h e s L e r ,  N . Y .

A La11 S_ g_n_ _Ne-tSt-On- -B-li S-S- - - - - BfP T H I R s r G t s r E R s

oAr€ oF F r RrH ",^". 
;;;;;i 

** - - -- 
-ry9 r-L - A1'-{'--S.. -U-e *Ie-(-!y-+Li

L?H'ev-t- -QiLl - -R e.s!-e- p-u-e- r- r -NX . - -
'ARRrAGs.oArE 

"o"*rour-".o". 
-LI-aggJ--:::--0-h-g-qrl-g-gy----------

-??-E-eb-1-Q4Z-Si-l*ses-&e-e-,--!{Is6thsheba
onr€ oF oEArr{  p lAcs oF_oEAr!  ^_ Char lot te - -  Sa1ly.
_?9_lt_e_"_1_2_o_9--!_q{,_e_t-o_r_4,-__QP-----
B R O T H E R S  !  € I S T E R E t{t s troTHER

Marv PavsonMarv Btriss l{ar.Y YaY

Sa l i na  B l - i ss
OA'E OF BTRIH PLACE OF BIRTI ]

L787 in  Massechuset ts

tIY FATI{ER
OATE OF OFiT} I . .  PLAGE OF DEATH

Soohron ia  B l i ss  l -Dec1865  Dodge ,  W isc .
_----:--------John Henry Bl iss

BROTI{EFs I  GISTERS
UnknownO A T S  O F  B I R T H .  P L A C €  O F  B I R T H

l,-{-4qv19-6-Q--Eeg!-s-u-w-rF--c-:--
Roena  B l i ss

A€F OAT€ XARRIAC€ PLACE

- - - - - - - i - - - - -

Thomas  B l i ss
.6:J,tgL1-Q9-4--Al'!:-o-n,--Ne}r-'--

Emi l y  B l i ssrg OF OEAT$ PLACF GF OFATH

?1-ae-r-19-{1---c-+-b}qs*-Aeb.-r-.
E F O r H € R S  &  S I A T E R G

- -9-q -o-rg-e- - -U-, - -9]-+. g-g- - - : - - - - - - -

- -Ff r- z-e- -4. - - -B-l-ts s- -
C h a r l e s  S .  B l i s s

N A T €  O F  B I N T H  F L A C E  O F  B I R T H

f iARRIA6E OATE t lARRIAGE PLACE

D;il:-- TAGAI;fil;tl-----'.' :. 11:'R
Iloratiowhitne-!---[iip-e----HerEa-e-t-!-+-Agen DATE OF OSATIJ PL6CE OF OEATI{

(h i s  Lw in ) O A T E  O F  B t N T i l  P L A C E  O F  B I R T H

Wil l iarn Henry Bl iss !_W1y!-92-k--D--qy-g-t--Ig.a-!911{-enorHERsrGrsrEns
OATE OF O€ATH PLACE OF OEATH

A l i c e  L .

Abba M.

aka. Rosj-na 29Oct1QQ7___DAg_tg-gr__!4lr-js_g_..
& MarY - BRorHEr<G ! ' rsrERs

( died inf ancy ) ___ ____(_udqe_E)____-
V i o l a  B l i s s Unknown

I {EB I IOYHER

bATE OF BIRT ' I  FLACE OF BTRTH

OATE OF O€ATI{ PLACE OF OEATH

P R O T H E N S  T  6 I S T E R S



H I S  F A T H E R

D-an-r-e-l---9-hi-v-e-Lv

-1-14-p;179-8
P L ' I C E  O F  B . I R T H

I IARRIASE OATE ITARRIAGE PLAC€

} IEF FATHFR

Henrv Shivelv oArE oF oEAlH PLA.E oF oEAlt ' t

ilI;-;;;;;--;il-;;-;;;;;---------Z-Augf -Q9-t--4'-'-4se-se,-f -qd,--
-?,4-J-ee1-9-3-?--Ugg-g-i-ll-eIlr-Qf f -"^o.*.*.& s t6TERS

l lARRTASF DATC I IARRIA€€ PLACE Unknown

3-0-{es-1-9-29---Egslise-t-o-t-z-II
Ot1T6: OF DEAIH PLACG OF O€All l

26J  anL9 I7  Fu l l e r ton ,  NE

t sROTHEf tE & GI6TER6

Jacob Shive ly

Valent ine Shive ly
H I 6  N O T H E R

-U-e rv-l -Q e-r-e b - -E-e g-v-e r
O A T E  O F  B I R I H  P L A C E  O F  B I F T H

-9-rygr-F-Li:e-1r -----------1Ee-e]L?l---
O6TE OF OEATI I  PLAC€ OF OEATH

HY NOTHER _9_r__i_-r_ep_-"-!!__l}iySlf __________?_e_ArrsJ.9_4_Z__A:,l_dr_ers_"-Ind._
'  SRBTHEf iS  & AI6TERA

E1-q-q__Apy__$_b-i_se_ly_
O A T E  O F  B T N T H '  F L E C E  O F  B I N T H

10Feb1B71  Tama,  fowa----;--------
-U-er:---A 1--$-bi-v-s-1v ---------Jlrt-b-tlp-Y:'1
Lucinda Shively

:{&[iq91 .--9iU!-dL:$Hp:*-- 
Rebe c c a shive lv

5no iHf ,R6 E 6 l6TEh6

ltif -lies--F-.--$!i-v-e-1Y
Rosa Ann Shive ly

}IER FATHER

Wi l l i am B .  R icha rds

Danie l  Shive lv
P L A C E  O F  B I R T H

HEN NOTHER

-Sf raele-gh--AE-r]Richards rrAnRrA€E oArE IARRTAeE pLAcE

Son (d ied in fancy)
PAT€ OF BIRTIJ  PLACE OF BIRTH

16Jun1831  W.VA DATE OF D€ATH PLACE OF OEATH

_Ary_e_z_r*eh__I:_._.-B_i_c_b_e_r_{q_-____

-$eps e-h- - 9-' - -Br-eb e-td p- - -- - - - -
H€R dOTH€R

_B_q -p-ag_rta _ _E_:. l_e-f _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - : - -
DATE OF BTBTH PLAC€ OF SIRTH

-L-7-9-7------'{ir-&1:!-i-a--
OATE OF OEATH PLACE OF OEATH

-7,-,Ee-b-1--B-6-4--Ask-ejgs-,--.Iq
SNOTHER6 }  6T6TERS

Unknown
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" W i 1 1  f r o m
Blanche  "

X*lLn'
HazeI

l8 'tr'

"  G ladys  ,
Ju ly

a g e  1 1  y e a r s
1 7 ,  1 g 2 O

" A g e  1 3  "
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l d i l l i a m '  s  P a r e n L s ,
E l i za  Mav  &  John  Henry  B l i ss

A t .  l e f  t  ,  Char les  81 i - s  s  ,
J o h n  H e n r y ' s  b r o l h e r ,  a n d
h i s  w i f e  M a r Y .

A b o v e  -  V i o l a  C o l l e t t  '
J o h n  H e n r Y ' s  s i s t e r ,
t aken  abou t  L907  o r  1908



I L L T A M ' F A T H E R ' S  B R O T H E R S  A N D  S ] S T E R S

C h a r l e s  ( U n c 1 e  C h a r l i e )
h i s  C i v 1 1  W a r  u n i f o r m .
f a t h e r ,  A l a n s o n ,  f o u g h t

E l i z a  B l i s s
b e l o w ,  h e r
R o b e r  t  .

S h e r m a n  a n d
h u s b a n d , B l i s s  i n

H e  a n d  t - h e i r
1 n  t h i s  w a r .

( U n c 1 e  W i l l )  W l f f i a m  H e n r y



John  Henry  B l i ss E l i za  N lay  Sh ive l y  B l i ss

S t a n d i n g ,  f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  B l a n c h e ,  G l a d y s ,
V o i 1 e t . ,  W i l 1 i a m .  S e a t e d ,  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :
J o h n  H e n r y ,  D a r o l d ,  G o l d i e ,  H a z e l ,  L i 1 a h ,  E L j - z a
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E T i z a  M a y
S h i v e l y ' s  M o t h e

( E l i z a  M a y  w a s
I^r i  11i  am '  s
m n ' | . h a r ' \

E l i z a b e t h  A n n

R i  c h a r d s

l \ r
,i:l"rr".:
?' 4;{
r:i'?i.:
il":4

j+*;;.
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E l i z a ' s  f a t h e r ,  H e n r y  S h i v e l y
a n d  h i s  2 n d  w i f e ,  A d a l i n e

L

E l i z a ' s  b r o t h e r  n a n i e l
h i s  w i f e  " A u n t  S a d i e .  "

I
and

V l r g l n l a  R i c h a r d s  S h i v e l y
H a r  ;

I  s . )_.- - - :



Cn'{{ r*,*..,* €^r,, ̂1.,",, .1,

d,a.n,, ,,./, ta^, ,"i'"
..'l ," l

d.!lr.l.tr. YIA.^.*. {.'"",-/. n-,.t

b.t,y'ti', -.{c a.^ t*/;/Zr;;

(01! '  ,  r, '  , ,  , , t . ;  " f  r. ,  -



B l i s s  C h i l d r e n

G l a d y s ,  t h e  b a b y ,  L h e n
around  Lhe  c i r c le  coun te r
c l o c k w i s e  - -  W i 1 1 i a m ,  L i l a h
V o i l e t ,  H a z e 1 ,  &  G o l d i e

G o l d i e
e a t e d ,
i 1 a h ,

B l i s s  G i r l s

s L a n d i n g ,  t h e n
l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,

V o i l e t  &  H a z e l



O n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h i s  p l c t u r e
H a z e l  h a d  w r i t t e n :  " J o h n  H .
A l b i o n ,  N e b r a s k a  a b o u t  1 " 9 0 2 .

W 1 1 1 i a m ' s  s i s t e r
B l i s s  -  t , a k e n  a t
t t  

_

Haze l  sa id  th i s  was  a
h e r  s i s t e r s .  f t  g i v e s
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MONTIIS QUARTERLY TESTS
BRANCSES PURSUED

2nd 3rd 4rh 6th 6rh 7th 8th 9th l s t l 2 n d l s r a l l t n

English

Grammar

Mental Arithmetic

Orthography,

Physiology

RDQUIREME]VIS OF THE COMPULSORY ATTEND,A.NCE I,AW
TO PARENTS: The Cohpulsory Attendance Law requires that children between the ages of seven ancl sixteen nuslr attend

school two-thirds of the time such school is in session. It is the duty of the teacher, or any member of the Board of Education to
report any violation of this act to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall imrnediately investigate the case, and if
neceasary give written notics to the persons violating this ast. ff one week a{ter such notice is given and persons are still living
in violati.on of this act, thon the county superintendent shall file a cornplaint against said perrcns beforr the county judge. It is
the duty of the county superintendent to enforce the pxovisions of this law from tlie time of the receipt of the report of the first
month of school. If parents will carefully observe items 1, 2 and 3 upon receipt of this reDort card at the end of each month, and
se€ to lt that their children are in school the required length of time, trouble will be avoided,'The Compulsory Attendance Law provides 6ix exemptiona which cover all neccssary absencers from school, and laxnts should
lmmediateli notify tho county superintendent e6 to the teason of non-attendance on the part of their children,

ATTDNDANCE Al.[D DEPORTMEI']'I

MONTTIS

GRADE

Excellent
95  to  100

Good
85 to 95

F,air
75 to 85

{Jnsstisfactory,
60 to 76

Poor
Below 60
Required

Lvarase, 76/o
6ovo
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3. Days to Make U

5. Eabits of Study
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z J m
l [ i 11 ian ' s  mo the r ,  EJ - i za  May  Sh ive l y  B l i ss  was  sho r t  o f  s ta t -

ure and the story r lras told that as a gi.r l  she worked in a cafe and
they had to build a platform for her io stand on so gh__e.-,.gq*U!d:_reeilh
the stove to cook";-*Sh-e ,irais-dlwayd*wi1]ing Eo cooT &*iEliti-any-ntro*aroppeA in..*_--liid6an-ffid 

rio writings of Williamf s regaiding his mother. However, 
-tirere

are several letters from her to him that reflect a mother's love for her son and
all her children. Frequently she repeats praise she has received for her fam-
ily and expresses her pride in then and their accomplishments. One quote:

"Blanchers boss said she r,rras the best stapler he ever had.
No wonder f swe1l up when I hear these things. hd,Airs Alin said
I had the best ctr-ildren in the world. Oh! me oh! my."
E1.iza l"Iay was rather short and must have had lots of enerry to raise such

a large farnily in a farm setLing, She loved musicl her farnily organ non a
treasure to her descendents. Ilier grandchildren remember that and her wind-up
phonograph and thick records fondly. .She was skillful in all the hornernaking
arts and pieced and qrrilted marqy beautiful quilts. Other kinds of handwork such
as crocheting were also among her activities.
, F,Liza May nras the youngest child of her parents and moved wilh them from
lTama, fowa to Merrick Co. Nebraska r*ren she was one year o1d. What her early

qeligfon was, we don't knoqr_lut inl926 she f,oined the Gibbon Presbyterian

Uhurch ancL rema].nec a memDer unf, l-r r ler ( leaLlr-

p i c tu res  Laken  o f  E l i za  May  i n  he r  l a te r  yea rs  i nd i ca te  she
must  have had a s t roke as there iB a def in i te  droop to  one s ide of
he r  f ace .  She  d ied  a t  age  77  o f  a  hea r t  a i lmen t .  She  was  much
be loved  o f  he r  ch i l d ren  and  g randch i l d ren .  W i l l i am 's  ch j . l d ren
weren ' t  pr iv i leged to know her  weLl -  but  Wi lbur  spoke more than he
knew when  asked- to  desc r ibe  he r .  He  sa id :  "She  was  a  g randmothe r . "

A recently recalled story William Lold abouL his mother was the Lj"me she
had told him to pick the cherries but he "forgot." Before bedtime and well after
dark his mother asked "where are the cherrj.es you picked?" ![ith a lantern he
had to go out and pick them, all the time scared of the dark. IIe learned a
lesson. Williarn also remenbered that his mother always fi11ed a glass of milk
for him at hdtirne

4+



^t wj-llian wrole: "lty-ruttt"t, .lotrn Henry B1iss, *." born-irr r country house Artt\
,* near-Barton-, wigcongin-(f iwin'to winiil'no,ry-iri""l-on'M"v r+1"ila66: 

'fi;"= y ,-\p
\4'0,, t"i"a ." Nebraska r'nren L8 years o1d. 

"#.ii1?il'riit;i 
;;;?i,'ft#;#; ririr" 

"\,.i'rlf\,a-youngman. He married and h:is rrife died, leaving a baby, Frank, who was v

\f, orvadopted out Lo his aunt.- T.Rter, 1tgg9 2_Br-W f_atlrer married E]jza Iutray Shively."
r r j  

- r Y  
L -  r  t i .  1  : ,  t  -

\i.O\ John Henry Bliss was 5-foot 7 inctres ta1l and weigfied 165 pounds, accordi.ngy to an application for Old A'ge Pension. One picture said to be 
-of 

frm'(mken
,from a dj.stance) shonrs a heavy dark beard. Iater piclures show a clean shaven
,face and a bglding hegd, whicir lfilliam did not jrrhlrit. John was evidently a

lps.tern" disciplinarian because Willlam told how his dad took a buggy whip ro- him
,19' Yert h9 was about 14 or 15. Williarn left home at that rime as i-i:esuli , at

\Or- -19""! blie$y. William often alluded to the difficulty of his childhood-u:d.er
ll- his father's harsh rule.

John grgr{ up jrl Wisconsin, near West Bend in WashingLon County. Williamrs
brother Darold remenibers: "Ivfy dad- telling 9s kids he had-caugfrt fi;h so long
in trrlisconsin that when he threw them over his shoulder their tails touched t-he
ground. " lttey thouglrt it just another fish story. Years later when Darold.

traveled to lfisconsin he for:nd an old-timer who rernernbered "Johnny and William"
arrOf*ro verified the fish story. On that same trip he was able to locate the
hou-se rvhere their father grer,r up and visit the cemetery wlrere the grandparents
they never knew were buried. According to a note just found, William and

\_-/ Darold were together on thrt ttp{r^ 
,,-- ,. _

Regardless of his harshness, John llenry had a poeti-c side to him too and
wrote this Lovely poem when his,mother died. It r.tras published in "Ttre Democratr"
the West Bend newspaper.

5*,

, ,- w.e- are. yg?ping. roday-'dlur to-her,
^l.? ^Her. childrgn in grief bow their head,r -f T*,T;ii, ;f::ln:H"HH"$.::."*n'*,
Ad re folds gf ,our loved starry banner,-\- 

_prooping_1ow,, as j.n pity to say:
0!1 weep! For: the head-of the fanr:ilv
With mourrn:ing is buried today.

0h, husband be the thought of contention
__Of- pity let nothing be-said;
With emotion too sacred for utterance

Oh, wtrisper it: Mother is dead.
She has left us a noble exarnple __
IIer life:book, 

',a 
record aff iair;

IIer life was so qu:ickly taken,
Sfie rests,now jn peace overthere.

T9nde11y, mogqnfulty, sadly,
. _Our Jrast parting tribute we give;

Ever dear,in lhe-hearts of th6 people
the mernory.of mother will live.

Let the tantify so deeply afflicted
Submissively':,bow :o'ei ihe iod,

{1d 1o9k-up,,Ln faith :- ,ru"", doubting
the lcisdsm:.and, goodness of God.
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Having sold my farm I wi[ sell the follo\ring chattels at public auction at my

farm 5 miles west and 1$ miles north of Kearney; 2 miles north of Alfalfa Center; 4
miles east and 1l miles north of Odessa; 4 miles south and lmilewestof Riverdale,
commencing immediately after lunclu on

TUESDAY, MARCH 13,'23
FREE LUNCH AT TSO O'CLOCI{_BRING YOIJIT OWN DRINKING CUPS

,HEAD OF' HOR.SBS
C,oneisting of I Black Gelding,7 yeare old, weight 1400; I Black Geldine, 9

y-ears ol4 weigh! 1600; I Gray Mare, 6 years ol4 weight 1400; I Strawberry Roan
G_elding, comingS_years-ol4 weishtl@ I Black Gelding, coming 2 years old; 1
Mare Colt; and 1 Gray Geldine, 8 years old, weight 1600.

$&LI

7(

20 HEAD OF'CATTLE 20
Consls{ng:of6 Head o_f l{ilk Oows,1:rowJrerh; 2 ltead of Milk Oows, fresh

qmn; {_$ilk Cowg(Qry); I Poll-Durham Bu[.l year old; l. Yearling Heifer; i High
Grade Whiteface Bull, 2 years old; 6 Calveri

18 T 
" HEAD OF HOGS ' 18

_ -C_onsis-tine of ! Sows witbpigs; t? Bred Giltsto fa:rowforepartof Arpil; I
Bred Gilt, to fa,rrow fore part of May; L.Duroc Boar. /

Farrn Machinery, Household Goods, Ete,.
:- - Consisting of.Ear_ Rack aqd nrnning gearc; ? Wagons; l spring Wagon; I
Single Buggy; 1 Grind Stohe; John Deene Lister,'c6od as nefu; , J6hn Deere I\i'o.
Row; €orn_Planter; Inter4gtioqat Ghltivator, good as new; . Dtiering Hay Rike;
Dape__SaySwqU Isvofyp_& $qt€elHarrow, new; Gale l?-in. GangFlow, neiw; g,
indr WalkingPlw; Roll Ctibbing; International Power Grinder; Post liole Die-
g_er; Chaul Pipg Wrenng!; 2Scaldins S,rrels; 2Sets Work Harn6ss; Set of Single
Ea"n"s_si SetShaf,ts;_Roll$og![_irg; Solqe$osTrous:hs; Sbme\4rildHay; Some
C-anq; _$@ut 4 {94-Hos!; So4e MgCormigk Repairs; l} Bus}rels Alfalfa Seed; and
about 15 Bushels Yellow Detrt geedl,orn; Other Crtides ioo numerous to menirin.'HOUSffiOLD 

G@DS: 3 BedE Steads; t &fmtDiningRoomTabte---ecood One.

COI. t A. KOIPPE, Anction'i:er. F. R GIILE)'SPIE, Clerk
r l r rq .B

I$M.S OF $ALE:-All sumsof $l0.00afrd_under, caqh; over firat amount, eight' months tirne will b given on appmfued secufty beiring g% from date infrr-
. est from date of sale. No priperty to b{removed unut eettGd for with the elerk' . . : .  . .  -  |, -  \  ,  -  i

J.H. BLISS. Ownef
I---:



In L936 John Henry went to Wasthington State to visi.t his tw-in. Ttris
L was jn the,1oeal neTnspaper': 'fiIINS I]NITED ON 76T{ BfRTHDAYS."

John H. Bliss comes 'from'Nebraska" to celebrate anniversary T,rith brother in
Qmden. Two brothers lrho had not seen each other fox 23 years, are celebrating
therr /6th birthday ann-iversary in Lynden today.

{krdoubtedly two of the oldest living twins i"ftft" state of Washington, Wi1-
liam H. Bliss and John H. Bliss are having a greaC time at Lhe former's home
on Lynden, R. 1-, recalling the experienees of their joint cradle days.

John Bliss c€il€ here from Gibbon, Nebraska, to celebrate the anniversary
w-ith his brother, and to visit with his son, also a l0i11iarn H. Bliss, and
tris daughters, l4rs. O.P. Staley of Lynden and l{rs, Earl Fox of C\rster. Another
daugfrter, ivtiss Blanche Bliss, accompanied her father from Nebraska.

Ttris is the first time that John Bliss has been wesL of the Roclcy Mountains.
Both of the Bliss tr.rin brothers are in good health and they have several other
brothers and sisLers living in the east.

Jolrn and William Bliss were born at Barton, Wisconsin on Wy t4, 1860. Ihey
were never separated for arry length of tjme during the first 20 years of their
lives but since that Lime they have been together on fer^i occasions. John Bliss
plans on spending Lhe sunrner here.s

(The date is rnissing on the article but it would have been about L936)

According to h:is obituary, John "nras one of the older and esteemed meribers
of uhe l'trasonic Iodge at Gibbon. ...IIie recei.ved the highly appreciated 50 year
rnenrbership honorary medal. IIe liked his Masonry and often referred to it and his
Intrason-ic Brothers. ...He was actively eurployed at farming and carpentering
throughout his long life unlil recent years when a stroke of paralysis reduced
his usefulness. l"Ir. Bliss had marry friends among the yor:ng as well as the old.
He was of a practical turn of mind and gathered mrch lmowledge throughout his
long 1ife, and delighted in telling his experj"ences of bygone days."

fn addltion to his fann
road builder who was elected
Road Builder Overseer.
him sometimes grading,

work, John Henry was also a
to two 5 year terms as County

William (his son) helped
building bridges, etc.

The  B l i ss  tw ins  toge the r  i n  1936

Wi l l iam Henry on Lhe le f t  and

John Henry on the right



Ttre chi1dren of John Henry Bliss and E1lza l,lay Shively Bli.ss (William's

parents) are as follows:

TIazeI Belle Bliss boxn 24 May, L895 at Albion, Boone Co., Nebraska
Goldie Leora Bliss.... 29 nwir, t}gl at Albion, Boone co., Nebraska
Anna VoileL Bliss bor-n 9 Aug, 1899 at Albion, Boone Co., Nebraska
Lilah May Bliss born 4 sep' 1901 at t]l'ion' Boone co" Nebraska
Son 26 DeL, 1903 at Albion, Boone Co., Nebraska
William IIenry Bliss 18 Nov, L9O4 at Albion, Boone Co., Nebraska
Gladys OpaI 

-nliss 
born 7 Dec, 190Q at Stmrrer, Dawson Co., Nebraska

Blanche Verl Bliss.... 1-6 Aug, L9L3 at Sr.rnn:er, Dawson Co., Nebraska
Darold Wayne Bliss. ".. L9 Dec, 1-917 at SuffIer, Dawson Co., Nebraska

Haze\  remembered Wi l l iam as the mischievous l i t t le  brother  who
was spoi led by four  o lder  s is ters  and a fa ther  who was happy to
h a v e  a  s o n  a L  l a s t .

O f  a l l  h i s  b ro the rs  and  s i s te rs ,  W i l l i am was  c loses t  t o  h i s

s i s te r ,  L i l ah ,  who  was  c loses t  t o  h in  i n  age . ,  Th r -ough  the  yea rs

there was qui ie  a b i t  o f  s t r i fe  bet r " reen the Bl iss brothers and
s i s te rs ,  bu t  neve r rwe  be le i ve ,  be tween  L l l ah  and  Wi l l i am.

S i n c e  W i l l i a m ' s  e a r l i e s t
s j .s ters  and home,  th is  naY be
o f  wh ich  de ta i l s  a re  sca rce .

l fL  -  Wi l l iam
Alb ion,

memor ies were sure lY of  brothers &

B l i s s was born in
Boone braska .

{ fZ -  Wtren 15 rnonths o ld,  in  1906,  they moved
i "  PuT"o" Po"ttT, 

N.P (this was the

a sood p lace to  ment ion Lhei r  homes,- 
H-g'rtLU-

L904 ana l i ved  in  a  fa rm home near

to a farm near Sumner
place of the f i f8t-

t t3  m1gtg , r11g"  Wi l l iam was about  L4,  they moved to an 800 acre
ranch  3  m i les  sou th  o f  w : - ,Th . I  

we re  the re  on l y

rwo years. This was th*-eff iTl when-hit l l iarn had a fal l ing out

w i th i r i s  f a the r  ( "My  fa the r  t ook  a  buggy  wh ip  to  me . " ) ,  and  wen l

out  on h is  own.

t fh  Things must  have got ten bet ter  a t  home because when I ' I i l l iam's

fami l !  moved in  L912 to a farm 6L mi les west  o f  Kearnev.  he sa i
, 'w.e, ,  moved.  There is  . r r - .a-  i i lyer)  i ; ;  an-auct i f f i - fFy-held -
t he re  tha t  revea ls  some in te res t i ng  de ta i l s  o f  t h i s  pe r iod  o f

the Bl iss fami lY-  Cont inued



BROTHERS & STSTERS CONTINUED

l f5  -  W i l l i am sa id  h i s  f a the r  t raded  h i s  160  ac res  fo r  p rope r t y  i n
Gibbon. .Nebr f  Ebf  -  l l i l l ia rn may never  have actual ly  made h is  home
fff i ;- th@li-TT remained the parents' home for the rest of
the i r  1 i ves .  Abou t  t h i s  t ime  Wi l l i am wen t  t o  work  on  h i s  s i . s te r
and  b ro the r - i n - l a t s ' s  f a rm no r th  wes t  o f  Ho ld reS€ ,  Nebraska .
This  was L923 and Wi l l iam was on h is  own.

In  l a te r  yea rs  th i s  l a rge  fam i l y  o f  b ro the rs  and  s i s te rs  have
been  a l t e rna te l y  on  good  te rms  and  bad  te rms  somet imes  because
of  misunderstandings and somel imes because one or  another  took
un fa i r  advan tage  o f  one  o r  ano the r .  Two  o f  W i l l i am 's  o lde r  s i . s te rs
were  a lways  l oya1  f r i ends  to  Wi l l i am as  we l l  as  to  each  o the r
H a z e l  a n d  L i l a h .  I n  1 9 8 1  H a z e L  s a i d  i n  a  l e t L e r :  " f  s t i 1 l  m i s s
L i l ah .  She  wro te  me  a  ca rd  o r  l e t t e r  abou t  eve ry  week r  t hen  go t
so  s i ck  she  cou ldn ' t  bu t  s ta r ted  i n  aga in  when  she  was  be t te r .
We r , rere very c lose a l -ways.  .  .  .  "

The  two  b ro the rs ,  W i l l i am and  Daro ld ,  t hough  separa ted  i n  age
by  13  yea rs ,  had  a  c lose  re la t j - onsh ip ,  each  speak ing  fond ly  o f  t he
o the r .  I ^ I i l l i am sa id  once  o f  Daro ld :  "He  has  a  way  o f  pu t t i ng  words
together .  ! [hen he was in  the serv ice dur ing Wor ld War f I  he sent
i t ems  to  the  l oca1  paper .  Some o f  t hem were  rea l  good . "  Th i s  poem
is  an  examp le :

TO ALL MOTHERS OF SONS IN THE U.S.  SERVTCE

We a re  he re  fo r  ca l l  t o  du ty ,
We came from far and wide

To  p ro tec t  a  peace fu l  na t i on ,
Where  you  i n  peace  ab ide .

You have ra i -sed your  sons for  f reedom,
fn  cause  fo r  L ibe r t y ,

And  mo the r ,  we  he re  sa lu te  you ,
F r o m  p o r t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a .

We salute you for  your  courage,
Your  tender ,  l ov ing  sm i1e .

Tha t  rnakes  the  peace  wer re  f i gh t l ng  fo r
A  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  w e l l  w o r t h  w h i l e .

And  i n  Lhough ls  you ' re  w i th  us
You ' re  a lways  i n  ou r  hea r t s

We wish you years of  happiness
The  wor ld  each  duy ,  impar t s .

a lways ;

So t .o  a l l  you fa i th fu l  mothers
W i t h  s o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a ,

May  th i s  Mo the r ' s  Day  be  j oyous
My  w ish  to  you ,  f rom me.

- - -  A  So ld ie r  Son r" .I

(/





fL  would seem t .hat  l f i l l iam's ancestors were s imple,  hardwork in
fo lk  who nei ther  ga ined fame nor  in famy.  Wi l l 's  fa ther  and gr :and-
father  were farmeis & cat t le  growers but  t .h is  qppears to  have been
unusual  in  the Bl iss ancestry .  They l ived i .nJown in  Rochester ,
New York and we f ind ta i lers ,  wagon makers,  and Srocers in  the fami

S ince  a lmos t  a l l  o f  W i l l i am 's  descenden ts  a re  ac t i ve  members
o f  t he  Church  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  o f  La t te r -day  Sa in ts ,  Lhe re  i s  some
cur ios i ty  as to  how much contact  and/or  even knowledge Wi l l 's
ances to rs  naa  o f  Joseph  Smi th ,  t he  Mormon  Prophe t .  Roches te r  and
palmyra,  New York are near  neighbors and there is  l i t t le  l ik le} . f ,hd.od
tha t  t he  B l i sses  were  no t  aware  o f  t he  sm i ths .  r t  i s  t he  s ince re
hope  o f  t h i s  genera t i on  o f  B l i sses  tha t  t ha t  genera t i on  had  no
palt in the pdrsecuti.ons suffered by Jos6!.h-and the Srnith family
i n  L h e  l a t e  1 - 8 2 0 ' s  a n d  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' s .

Jf,*-
rtoL th*

-Jn^grn '
N.y- 4 lhc*

?

$



Dw
The John H.  Bl iss  fami ly  l ived a! , Iay f rom most  of  the i r  re la t j -ve

and thus wi l l iam r"a t i "  bro- thers and s is ters  gTew up-wi thout  much

know ledge  o f  Lhe i r  re la t i - ves ,  es fec ia l l y  t h :  n l i ss  re la t i ves '  The i r

motherrs  parents i i " "a  in  Fui ler ior , ,  NeLraska,  about-  60 mi les ar^ Iay '

)L  .  _  "o  
they  k rg_y - tha t  

" i a "  
bes t .  oa ro td ,  w i t t - i qn t t "  b ro the r ,  sa id  i n  a

ng r -  \F  l eL te r "  t o  W i lbu r ,  ; l l .W.  se ldom heard  any  ,o f  ou r  pa ren ts '  b ro the rs

v $y and s j -s ters  ever  be ing d iscussed.  About  the only  t ime,rnre heard of

u D- any of them was when ie received word one of them had died' " Two

/ \ f b e a u t i f u l p h o t o g r a p h a l b u m s . c o n t a i n i n g p i c t u r e s o f B l i s s r e l a t i v e s' '  
; ; ; ; ;  i o -w i iU " i  O i -W i11 j -am 's  s i s te r -Haze7 ,  and  though  she  was

I. was
U- the o ldesL of  r r r . - . r r i id ien,  she could ident i fv  none of  them'  wi l - -

iam and h is  brother  and s is ters  were not  
" , t . t t  

cer ta in  of  the i r

g rand fa lhe r t s  g i ven  name '

Bu t  a t  l eas t  one  nea r  re la t i ve  was  impor tan t  i n  w i l l i amts

l i f e t h e u n c l e f o r w h o m h e w a s n a m e d - - h i s f a t h e r ' s t w i n '
. ,^$ ,  uncte l { i l l .  I t  was uncle Wi l l  who loaned wi l l iam the money to  get

r . J ! '  { .  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a i e ,  t o  g e t - h i s  f a m i l y  t h e r e ,  t 9  g e t - s t a r t e d  i n

/ .V t ;  ; ; - ; : : : : ' : " ; ; ;  -  
"  " i l .  

ru"  a-co lor iu1 and"  much loved uncle.  t^ I i l l iam's
' \ V  .  Y  | . , T J D J

rhN- "hiiffi:i; 
fili;".H'.,d Dorothy reme'ber r,i* roidit l{q-sLill repeat

^ tF '  ; ; ; ; i l ;  
- inout 

rr im.---once, or i tet t  an o1d man, uncle wi l l  was up in an

F h \ a p p l e t r e e p i c k i n g q p p f e s ' . . - - S a v i 1 1 a ' s e e i n g h i m ' a n d c o n c e r n e d f o r
!D' :itt!-ig;;:i;-;;ii"1 6"t 1l'ug' lriilj vT-s"' j:'i11 

:I 'n1:--
\ - ,  apple t ree.  "  l te  was s i i r t f  ed and fe l1 .  The fami ly  rushed to h is

r , .  s i de  to  see  i f  he  was  okay .  Look ing  up ,  he  sa id  s imp ly ,  "We11 ,

O Y . ,  b ' g o d ,  I ' m  d o w n . "  A n d  i n d e e d  h e  w a s '

h\ ) rg1y Fol lowing are excerpts  f rom Uncle wi l l ' s  newspaper  obi tuary:
' 

A\ wrLLrAM H.. BLrs€ suIII{QNED-SUNDAY
Funeral Services Conductd Wedne Resj-dent; Carne

Ilere in 1910. Williarn Henry bliss, a residenL of the l'ynden

dislrict since 1910, passed away at a Bellingfiarn hospital Sunday

followning an illness of one monthrs duration'
llr B1iss liwed. for many years on a farm close to the inter-

section of the Sride lGridiin apd the Glendale higfiways' He had

tt*ty frien&'througfrout the Lynden district 1*ro learned wj-th sor-

row of his Passing
Itr Bliss was-born at Barton, Wisconsin on lTay L4, 1860r-and he

"p"rritl." 
e"rfy-fiie there._ Foliowing his marriage t9 Rachel Bundy

oit Uarct, 13, L:Bgg, the couple moved to f,angford, South Dakota nrhere

a d.aughter, HenrieLta' was born to them'
Eigpt'y."rs following the death of his r,rife, who passed away

or, "dy"f , i9}n, IAr. BHsE and his daughtef moved to Lynde-n and

settled on the pt"ce r,rhere he resided at the time of his death'

Itis dauglrter passed away eig[teen years ago'
Mr. Bliss was eng"g"d is a farmer. He became quite_w91l.

knor,ir|- arUitg his long"r;sidence in this countJ and made friends

*u"ify. At the time of his passing he was 78 years, seven months

and seventeen daYs o1d.
Srrrvivirrg relatives include one

Gibbon, Nebraska; one granddaugfrLer'
and several nieces and nePhews.

twin brother, John Bliss of
Vi.vian Crabtree of LYnden
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$. There are ? t9w t'aqlly treasures that have been passed. donn to Witrliam's
$descendenLs and it is probaLly well to make a record. of them here.*
i, , .rhg pedal orgffl that belonged to Eliza May shlvely Bliss rhar. I,fi-lliam
Elg":1=9_!l".been 

passed on to Wilbur and frornlfilbur to his son Daniel, who
f?: gt|l"sed to restore it-, replacing the top part of the organ that rras re-
iT:"_*^ol._1^f":!ot 

of the church,to wtrom ttre organ had been ldaned. or p"irtup"
tLt 

was given to the church and later relurned Io or purchased by the falnify.-

i,,,,,. Ttrere.ig 
" 

wedding-ri.ng p1!!ern pieced qrrilt that Ellza made, r+hich
i1t111*.'s sister Hazel gave to-!ililbur.- Tt is-*.[ worn bui 

"rroru 
sLil1 the

lsKl-lr.Lhet wenl i-nto it. I{azel said she could identlfy materi-als that had beeniused in dresses for the Bliss girls.

i^ .- Itrazel al.so passed on to Wil-bur two old phoLograph albrmrs with beautiful
ifdlt portrai ts -- said to be of the Bliss f;nily"in tui".o"rir. srr" could
lnot identify.tfre r9p1g ]n the pictures. Also from llazel Lo wilbur came a book
i:t: :::rp? agd fousehold hinr clippings cotlecred. by Eliza r"tray Bliss. And two
lor $l-iza's "sad irons" were passed on to Williamts brother Darold. a'd fris son,
iWilbur.
j William passed on to his son some of the menentoes he had of h-is faLher's.'_l*6 

these is€ G;irtiful-lnu1d canred waffcing 
"ti.k, 

@ fit 
__

a shaving set with straigfit, edge razor, nug and nirror; a brass tobacco canni-
ster; pocket watch; and a double barrelled LZ guage shotgtn -- all well loved
by Wilbur and adrnired by his children and grandchildren. There was also a
rusted o1d carpenterrs plane wtrich was ![il1iam's father's and whictr has been
beautifully restored by Wilbur's son Dan as a gift. ft is now a popr.:-lar
fanily conversaLion piece. Wilbur also has and uses the crowbar rnade by
John H. B1iss.

Among Willian's thi.ngs Lhat have been given Wilbur are his coin collectlon,

,"ts
\g

\J,

his childhood books, baby clothes and his old lock boxes. Also in Wilbur's
possession are photographs, letters etc. that belonged to Willian.

(
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Th is  s to ry was to ld  by Wi l l iam as one o f  h i s  ea r l i es t  memor ies :
"A t  the  agg.o f  4 .years r  o r1  the  4 th  o f  -J r l y ,  toward  even ing ,  rwent wi th mv older s isters as- they arove trre ln i r t  

"or"  
op f romthe pas ture ' .  r  sarv  tha i  our  hous ; ; ; ;  on  f i re .  r  thought  iL  wasfun  and sa id  ' lGgodyr .goodr ,  

the  house is  on  f i re . , ,  La ter  r  shedtears as I  ro rr i r*a.  ! [e hadto s leep in the hay lof i :  whi le oor ' r r"*-h;* ;* ;" ;* i l " i i i 'bui l r . , ,
W i 1 1 l a m ' s  v e r y  f i r s t  j o b  w a s

a bunch to people around t6wn and
He remembered work ing in  the

stacker  and rake and h is  dad pui -
t oo  sma l1  to  reach .

se l l i ng  bunches  o f  on ions  a t  5C
to  ne ighbors .

hay f i e ld ,  p i l i ng  hay .  He  ran  the
a p lat form on the ra ice as he was

He sent away for-  p i .cture postcards to ser l  at  r0+ each andpenc i - l s  a t  5+  each.  He was a  L t rs ines ;  man a t  an  ear ly  age!

lL/a,t"r-, ms-r?--i* -;---- 
:;;---;;"_- -- ---,:--- .- -/rt seems alr- children li iJ i; pGf i" th. *;t", -r"d-ir 

"";;l i t t le  wi l l iam was no except ion.  l r "  lo ia  th is  s tory  on h i .msel f  :
"At  age 5 s l ipped whi le  p lay i lg  at  fu l l  horses water ing tankand fe l l  i -n .  r  cb i rght  the *hgu"of" t t "  iant  and pu11ed mysel fou t ,  we t te r  bu t  a  l i t t l e  w ise i .  1  wen t  ou t  t o  t he  g ra ine ry  to  d ryof f so the folks wouldn '  t  f ind out . , ,  

- -- -

wi l l iam said la ter  that  he had enjoyed.  p lay ing bal l  as a ch i ld ,r id ing h is  b icyc le and horses,  
"na 

p ia l ing outs ide games.
His  f r iends and fami ly  ca l led h im Bi l l  usual ly ,  but  o f ten heanswered  to  Wi1 l ,  and  B1 l l ; .

rtffisrTSrtrttta ""ti"iti*F*r@t* ur" J"r- il;ll}ly; Th+ were strj.ct a'd. h.'=o 
provaded the livlihood for ttre John Bliss

gpr, iray r"'rr.-** grorine ,r ,I*fHT*lTSll: uitii"*-Jiii rhere wasn'rffi #il #J.m*ffi#i-ffiffiIi;" ffi:T,:Tg#ffi#;ih'T"s:#"*.sHH'#;#r*#, *iffffff*ffi. H: iltT lro:lato overcrc rarer in his 
"*;*il;Tffi.t#f;rff1

* ;m;ft**T::,^1a:T' relisio,s instrucricn infl:Hyrf.ffi i".rild?lffiffi:f.ff*ff,nTt*,- the ramilv.he was 14. ftere vas smre r"r.ti"iilffin"ffiT#1?fi. -.-_ __*.-. ;,
Jolu llenry practieing lrtrason a'd therefore believe. in ctrristianideals.

rras a
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His cousin,  Haro ld sh ive ly ,  was t r l i l l iam's ch i ldhood,  as wel l  asl i-felong fr iend- At one t ime wil l ian's si-ster Irazel was theirschool teacher and she said they were naughty l i t t le boys. rnhis own writ in8g Hil l ian mentioned KnowleJ c"rpentei but wi.th noclue as to whether they were near the same age. His age at thetime would have been about 5 and we suspect Knowles was older.Thei r  " f r iendship"  was apparent ly  shor i - l i_ved.  wi l l iam r r rote:
while our house was being rebuil t  after the f ire, r

?*:I.1.Pi:'r^ trL - ̂  K3ow]gs caipenter a."iJ.a i"-r'.ip*iotr,er
1?"I_:_frer me: .s9 besides waihirrg rt-i;;;*i"-"oli'*;;;;
ll:":i :::"i!:g it be11s *;;h;a--i"*iuii*;.il.;;-;"-;i:;
i ig"_I: ::l-:"pbase. rr rook ,; ;; ifr=";;";; ' iz"Io'if]rn roeat  the s tuf f .  "

"At  age of  5  r  t rudged 3 mi les,  to  my f i rs t  school ,
Dis t r ic t  39,  Dawson co 'nty ,  Nebrask i .  To g* t  ,u  out
from underfoot r was sent i l0ng wi.th my 4 Sraei-" i irur". , .

l]lis was at the sunny slope c;rade school at Eddyvjl1e, Nebraska.
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As a child, Wil l iam must have been an avid. read.er ai-d rre musthave loved h is  books,  because he kept  them throughout  h is  l i fe .
0n1y s ince h j -s  death have they beei r  passed on tJ  r t i "  son.  There
are severa l  Horat io  Alger  Jr .  books,  " l t rgggl ing UpJ+ard. , ,  and
] .@elr"  among them. 

' thEe's  
arso a noof  

" r* "a"Mofor t  Soat  Boys  - -  M iss iss ipp i ,  c ru ise"  pub l i shed.  in  LgLz .

Music and songs were roved by wi l l iam too.  Here and therethrough h is  papers can be found words of  songs he has * i i i l " "  down.One school  composi . t ion book hold.s  the words to  numerous Chr is tmassongs nrr i t ten in  h is  own hand.

Wi l l iam had a specia l  b lack and whi te  k i t ten who loved h im.Perhaps th is  was-  "19*p"y.  "  I Ie  a lso had a dog named.  ;T.ddy.  "  Heenjoyed p lay ing bal1,  r id ing b icyc le;  & horsEs,  anJ pray ing oufs iaegames .

UilLiloa a,Jw
O/ILA- o- biftM

Even  as  a  l i t t l e  ch i l d ,  W i l l i am was  a  tease .  H is  o ldes t  s i s te r ,
Hazel ,  Lo ld about  one evening when he was miss ing and the1r  mother
was i }  u  panic  and had the ent i re  fami ly ,searchi ig  for  h im.  pret ty
soon 2 year old wi11i-am laughingly peaked out of i  box he was hid-
-ang in. This r+as only uhe beginning. He remained a tease throughou
his whole 1ife. He loved to laugh ind when he laughed. i t  seemed.
he laughed wi th  h is  whole body.-

Wi l l iarn was shor ter  than the other  boys h is  age but  i t  isn ' t
l ike ly_they p icked on h im.  _e"T 13 years Le was t t "  on ly  boy J-n
a.  farn i ly  o f  g i r ls  and j - f  he had to  lend of  f  a  s issy i rnage,  i r .
d id  i t  success fu l l y .
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we ha]ve no record of  them. He d id have a Close eal l - -once as a
teena$er .  His  younger  brother ,  Daro ld,  remembered th is  occasi .on.

I
WJi.l l iam and a fr iend had gone rabb:it  hunting and Lhere was an

acc idpn t  w i th  the  gun .  w i l l i am was  sho t  i n  t t r e  l eg .  The  doc to r
came_p.o the house to remove the bul le t ,  and i t  was only  la ter  that
the fpmi ly  rea l ized how dangerous i t  had been.  The dot tor  used
ether l to  pul  wi l l iam to s1eep,  whi le  us ing a kerosene lamp topee
by.  f ihere could eas i ly  have been an explos ion.

Wf l l iam to ld  of  breaking h is  arm whj- le  a youngster .  *

T l te  fami ly  l ived so far  f rom most  other  re la t ives thaL thev
i lere - { rard ly  aware of  ser ious i l lnesses and deaths among the i r
qrandbarents and ofher  re la t i_ves.* 1

I*He shid:  " r  broke my arm fa l l ing out  o f  a  cherry  t ree at  the fam-
ous LV39 ranch near  Kearney  on  June 26  (p robab ly -  1916) . , ,

i -

Jesrlc$s Mttis:;
f t  wou ld  beeasy  to  desc r ibe  Wi l l i am as  " fea r less . "  f f  he  had

fantas ies and aspi_rat ions,  they^probably  had to  d.o wi th  earn i_ng
lots  of  money and being succesi f i r f  in  bus iness.

Br !  speaking of  be ing wi thout  fear  - -  how about  the t ime,  in
!1.  ear ly  days of  a i r  t ravel ,  he h i red a p i lor  ro  i iy  h : .m home?
The p lane was home-made wi th  a water  cool ld  car  engi ie .  I t  had an
9p-e l  cockpi t ,  a . two seater .  He was in  Ger ing and ianted to  go to- -Gibbon,  whj .ch took 11 hours by t ra in .  r t  wal  on ly  a three hourf l ight .  T! "  p lane was to  rand in  L j .ncoln,but  wouid f1y r ight  o . r . ,
l l l " p a r e n t r s  p l a c e .  T h e  f a r e  w a s  $ 9 . 8 9  a n d  w i l l i a m  t o i d  t t e  p i r o l :" r ' 1 1  - p a y  y o u d o u b l e  i f  y o u ' l l  1 e t  m e  o f f  i n  t h e  f i e l d . , '  T h e  ; ; 1 ; ;
-agreed.  When at  the-r ight  g lace,  t r ' I i l l iam s ignal led the p i lo t  andhe  landed  in  h i s  dad ' s  a l f a l f a  f i e ld .  He  sa ld  l a te r  t ha i  t hey  

- - -

landed safe l5r  among a bunch of  cur ious k ids.
There i -s  a p ic ture among Wi l l ian 's  mementoes of  h im j .n  f ront

o f  t ha t  homemade  a i rp lane  i n  h i s  f a the i ' s  a l f a l f a  f i e ld .
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For tuna te l y  W i l l i am le f t  a few  no tes  abouL  h i s  schoo l  days

; i-* i i ;- io"5li loor
$there. Ttris was Sr:nny

D is t r i c t -10 ,  Da_wson  Coun ty .  f  puL  i n  6  g rades

The f i rs t  teacher  f  had in  <r
s  s t i l l  t he  sweaLhear t  o f  my
.  Second was h is tory  and geo
grade  i n  h i s to ry .  I  knew th

ow the date someLhj-ng had bee
guessed and got  a  grade of  a t
.  I  managed through the year
my  s i sLe r  Haze l  t augh t  ou r  sc
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udged  3  n i l es  to  my  f i r s t  schoo l  D is t r j - c t
b r a s k a .  f  w a s  - s e n b  a l o n g  w i t h  m y  o l d e r  s i s t e r s
de r  f oo t .  My  f i r s t  t eac [e r  was  i { y r t l e  Bu rk .
s t r i c t  and  we  had  to  wa lk  on l y  a  l i t t l e  ove r

F .  "The { l f " t  teacher  r  had in  our  own school  was Kate Cunningham
f fwho  i s  s t i l l  t he  sweaLhear t  o f  my  s tud ies .  I  a l vays  l i ked  a r i t h -
gmet i c .  Second  y? "  h i s to ry  and  g log rap t r y .  Bu t  I  a lways  rece i ved  the
fwors t  g rade  i n  h i s to ry .  I  knew the  s to ry  bu t  cou ld  see  no  reason
! . lo  know the date someth j -ng had been d iscbvered.  So on exam day f
g ly l .  guessed and.got  a  g-r ide of  around 3g for  pur t ine down some-
Sth ing.  r  manage_d Lhrough,  rhe years r .o  ger  : -nrb the l tn  grade
*when  my  s i s le r  Haze l  t augh t  ou r  schoo l . -  (Haze1  

" j i a  
t ha t  W i l l i am

B a n d  h i s  c o u g i - n  H a r o l  d  - " i .  \ r A r v  r r n r r o h f  r r  I  i  r r - l  a  1 -  ̂ - " o  r t r t * - i * -  + 1 - ^ +Fanq.  n l -s  cousl -n l laroLd were.  yery-naughly  1 i t t le  boys dur ing that

i t 'n::"u".:"i '] cA*,"s.ii #
l ' ' r t a 1 k e d D a d i n t o @ t ( a f t e r 7 t h g r a d e ) a n d h e 1 p
ih lm move the ranch t .o  Mi l ly  ( i l i f fe i ) .  Larer ,  when r r re moved to
lKearney ,  r  go t  - t he  u fge  fo r  l ea rn ing .  so  a f i e r  f a l l i ng  ou t  o f  a
i che r ry_ t ree  and -b reak i l g  my  a rm on  June  Z6 t l n  (p robab ly *L9L6) ,  f
f s ta r ted  8 th  g rade  a t  A l fa l i a  cen te r .  r  neve r  a ia  tak l  rhe  g ih
{8rade exam. (His  8th grade repor t  card.  remaj .ns and we see that
EWi l l i am 's  g rades  were  be tween  85  and  95  wh ich  was  te rmed  "good . "
lThe re  was  one  excep t i on  a  76  on  g rammar  on l y  " fa i r . " )  H i s
; teacher  tha t  yea r  i vas  01ga  Sea .
: Harold Shively tel1s Lhe story of hqT,r he and Williarn used to throw spit-
i bal1s while in l(atlb Cunnihgham's ciass. She reprimanded them by taklng franas-
!t"ft of-their hailand pulllng i.t. thinking to outsrnrr her they had rheir hair
! cut' real short. She was more than their equal because without hesitalion she
F i""t took a rul-er and tapped thern on top of the head (with no hair for padding!).
* Ttrey 1et their hair grow ouL as fast as possible. Of interest is that itt ttrS
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rade year ) Cru
f  talked Dad into Ie-if f ig-e
ove the ranch t .o  Mi l ly  (Mi11e
ey,  f  got  the urge for  learn i
y  t ree and breaking my arm on
ed  8 th  g rade  a t  A l fa l f a  Cen te

o"1
were in one room in that school.
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_ D u r i n g  l ^ I i l l i a m r s  y o u l h  t h e  u s u a l  g o a l  w a s  t o  c o m p l e L e  B t h
g r a d e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  p r o v
t h e y  w e r e  a d e q u a t e l y  e d u c a t . e d .  T h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  b e c o m e  t e a c h e r s
a t t e n d e d  " n o r m a l  s c h o o l "  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a c c r e d i t e d .  T h o s e  i n t e n d -
i n g  t o  g o  i n t o  " t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s "  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  s c h o o l i n g .

|'bJne- Study
s t u d y  c o u r s e  f r o m

w e r e  s a v e d  f r o m  t h a t  c o u r s
L a t e r ,  a b o u t  L 9 2 5

" C h i c a g o  E n g i n e e r i n g
1 1  s h o w i n g  g r a d e s  i n

,  W i l l i a m  t o o k  a  h o m e
l {o rks .  "  Many  papers

t h e  h i g h  9 0 ' s .

lrq,i tsel, Ret i stret i or.

w i l l i a m  d i d n ' t  c o m p l e L e  L h e  B t h  g r a d e  b e c a u s e  h i s  b r o k e n  a r m
h e a l e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  h i m  t o  r e t u r n  t o  w o r k  a n d  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y
f o r  h i m  t o  d o  s o .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  t h e

e x t  f a l 1 .  r t  s e e m s  h e  m u s t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  h e  c o u l d  p a s s  t h e  B t h
rade  examina t i -on  because  he  sa id  he  was  go ing  to  s ign  up  fo r
o r m a l  s c h o o l .  H e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r  r w o r l c l n g  o n  r r i s  s i s t e i ,  H i z e l ' s
a r m  a L  t h a t  t i m e  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e m  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o
9 w n _  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  s c h o o l .  T h e y  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  h i m  L h e r e  b e f o r e

t h e  d e a d l i n e  s o  h e  m i s s e d  h i s  c h a n c e  t h a L  y e a r .

.9choo) of llc,rd KnoeKs
w i l l i a m  H e n r y  B l i s s  w a s  a  v e r y  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  m a n ,  t h o u g h  n o tf r o m  h a v i n g  a t ! 9 1 d e , a  

" . r i . * " _ a n d  n o r  o n l y  f r o m  r h e  , , s c h o o r  o fh a r d  k n o c k s ' "  t h o u g h  
" u r l . i r r r y  r r r " h - r e a i f r i n g  

" u r . - r r J m  t h a t  s o u r c e .w i l l i am a lw ivs-  s tud ied  u* iun" ivery  
"o . r "u t r . ing  h is  jobs  and bus inessH l s  m i n d  w a s  s h a r p : r ' . r t u " * u "  u  q u i c k  l e a r n e r  a n d  r e t a i n e d  w e l l  w h a th e  h a d  l e a r n e d - ' -  g "  

" t " i i " o  r u u i  e s t a l e - a n d  e a s i l y  p a s s e d  t h e  e x a m sf; i ,,3Et;";if";; i 'r l i l i  ;;t;;" '  He conri";;J ;;;;; i";-u,,a educarlng
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*-*IrilJ:gg-iI4ls9-yi!!*l!9-I9!r9!Ie-SetigleJ-9ger 
e*€ e v e r a 1- sss:--

's::_ gy=gg_r!s* !2?Lz : --rl-e-rs!!sr-yr:!!er--i!-1g1!-rillreLvr g!e= :

" 9!_9:r o!:r_19:!_ys_Ieg1:rer_Jer_! !9-4rsv:--r-sge t-rsstslsl_srgbss.

i':_lglltgg-9r-:1$19:--I-!eys-lg-9ssrre-!e-se-1!-!!e-ersv*st-lhls*-
t _
I tfry.--*$-:!S-ygl-!I9g:S::S9-Irllres*!esems-e3€er-Ie*ge rend hi s
t . " " ; -y ; ;d  *h i1e wai t ing to  be draf ted,  three t imes t r ied to  enl is t

once  hL  t r i ed  to  ge t  i n to  the  Navy ,and  tw ice  i n to  the -Army ' .  Each

t ime  he  was  to ld  to  wa i t  t o  be  d r -a f ted .  rn  a  l e t t e r  da ted  Augus t

,26") -WaZ' iZ sa id:  " f  have to  go on defense r ight  away and la ter  I

lam to so j-nto i tr" Army. Bein[ single, I  am to be ready when I get

lmv cat l  so sa id the draf t  board" '

So he began to put  h is  af fa i rs  in  order  fu l ly  expect ing to

be 
"a i l .a  "p l -  

St i f i  deepl ly  depressed-  over  the breakup of  h is  mar-

i i " g "  - -  he  had  the_ fa ta i i s t i c - v iew  tha t  he  n rou ld  d ie  i n  t he  war '

He wrote:  " t lhy should I  come back come back to  a broken home,

,l iof. i t t  heart lnd broken spir i t .  I  would have no deslre to come baclt
i i . - " - i i - f . - " "  r  have had to l ive these past  thr :ee years -  "  When he

sent wilbur .t ta--no"othy back to their mother at the end of the

i ; ; ; . ; - [e- ieared.  he woi r ld  never  see them again '

O n  D e c e m b e r  7 ,  L g 4 2  h e  w r o t e :  " I  s t i l l  h a d  h o p e s , u n t i l - Y ! { ! e r -

day." '^u l - . " " -g" tu  in  over  37 years-o1d- .  Af ter  you and the k idd ies

left f  was so blue I wanted tb fe in the Army- and get clear away

from th is  *orra.  
- - r  

t r ied the Navy once and the Army twj -ce and was
M r [

rold ro wair 
"niif 

I was d.g!194.-, {1,!ast chance j-s n:y--g-919-'-"---, -
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"  J o h n  H . B l i s s  a n d  s o n .  W l 1 1 i a m  H .
E d d y v i l l e ,  N e b r a s k a :

L e s t e r  ( S h i v e l y ) ,  W i l l
a n d  D a r o l d "

" M a m a ,

" J o h n  B l i s s ' s  H o r s e s "



lBitt lBtiss ond his horse - 1920 $ifi harvesfing corn.

at Qvfl(er, cl$p - 1924

clift cltis s by airpktne, Written on b,Jik,

"@etting read"y to teate Qerring."

$ohn Qlenrl $tiss b,2 f ami{y car.
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"  J o h n  H .  B l i s s  a n d  s o n ,  W i l l i a m  H .
E d d y v i l l e ,  N e b r a s k a :

" M a m a ,  L e s t e r  ( S h i v e l y ) ,  W i l l
a n d  D a r o l d "

" J o h n  B l i - s s ' s  H o r s e s "
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During the summer of L928 wirffiing, Nebraska
c work at the Great hlestern Sugar Factory harvesti i i  

"og.r 
beets.

is father also worked there duiing the season and wis acquainted.
ith clark Long, o! ggrir-rg, who li[ewise was emptr-oyed there.
lark l iked young wil l  Bl iss, and, i t  turned orri ,  io did his
gung daughter, savi l la. wil l ian-and savil la mei at church and
ince he was one of the "order fel lows" 

"hg 
was very i l"t t"r.d by

is  at tent ion to  her .  As l { i l l iam put  i t :  ' r  f i rs t  ie t  sav i l la
velyn Lg.tg i-n the Christian Churcl at Gering. r saw her several
imes and then asked to take her home.'.

- -99lit8 had a big Oregon Trails celebration in July and. Savilla
nd wil l lam attended_together. Before the festivit iel had ended.
ley were in love and lad agreed to go steady. savi l la was 16 andj-lLi.am 24 - They dated while l,Iilliail worked" at [rr"-".tg"r tactoiy-
ut rrhen the "camppign_" was over he vent to south Dakota to farm.

i*rtr6ttrer or not there was an exchange of letterse are not certair{wh

t

I

is absencr



Al thoueh there was an understanding betwqen Wi l l iam and S4vi11
before*h-d- fEf r - to i -soui t r -Oatoua where hE was farming on the Ind ian
reservat ion,  Lhei rs  was a very shorL actual  engagement .  Bej -ng
away f rom her  persuaded h in that  he should_press for  an ear ly  mar-
r iage.  He returned to Ger ing in  June of  L929,  and knowing he
could only  be there a shor t  whi le ,  convi .nced Savi l la  to  marry  h im
and return with him to South Dakota. She r,sas enough in love with
h im to g ive up her  p lans to  complete h igh school ,  wi th  only  a year
t o  g o .

Wi th no
Long decided
aL  Ger ing .

t ime to spare,  ! i l i l l iam H.  Bl iss  and sav i l la  Evelyn

to  be  mar r i ed .  on  June  15 ,  L929  i n  he r  pa ren ts 'home

Fr iends Jesse and opal  spray were the i r  choices for

a t tendan ts .

O,nL,(J;tlLlLo

On June  15 ,  L929 ,  Sav i l l a  Long  and  Wi l l i am B l i ss  were  mar r i ed
in 1he home of  her  parents,  Clark  and Lei la  Long.  Savi l la  wore her

Junior /Senior  banquet  dress her  mother  had made.  I t  was beige
george t te  ove r  roJe  sa t i n .  Le i l a ' s  red  peon ies  were - jus t  beg inn ing
fo trfoom and she picked them to add to the beauty -and fragrance
of the wedding. ihere were fr iends and a lovely dinner, and many

wishes for  hafpy l ives together .  In  sp i te  of  Lhe hurr ied prepara-

t i ons ,  t he i r  wedd ing  was  a  1ove1y  occas ion '

The newspaper account reveals that the nuptial ceremony r 'ras
pronounced by n iv .  E.  I { .  Maynard-and that :  "The happy pai r  le f t

ior  Bates lanf t ,  S.D.  af ter  the wedding but  wi l l  in  due t ime return

here to  make i t t " i r  home.  Each of  them has a c i rc le  of  warm f r i -ends

who wish them great  joy in  the i r  wedded l i fe" '

-9^ Tlrrn t- e/'rL* Bt;lt*
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W i l l i a m  &  S a v i l l a  B l i s s

W i l l i a m  t o o k  S a v i l l a  t o  G i b b o n ,  N e b r .
t o  m e e t  h i s  f a m i l y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r
t h e i r  m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  i s  S a v i l l a
a n d  h i s  s i s l e r ,  B l a n c h  o n  h i s
f a t h e r ' s  h o r s e s ,  p r o b a b l y

C h a r l i e  a n d  W i l l a r d  a l s o
s h o w n  b e l o w :

J q .
t l

f l

I t
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Many ear ly  ad justments were needed in  Wi l l iam's f i rs t  marr iage
but  were not  made.  Savi l la  was young.  Wi l l iam suf fered i l lnesses
a n d t e r r i b 1 e w o r r y a b o u t s u p p o r t i n g t h e m . B e c a u s e o f t h e L r y i n g
l t imes and heal th  problems each of  them had,  they were of ten sep-
arated for  lengthy per iods,  prevent ing t .hose "ear ly  ad justments"  :
they so much needed to help the i r  marr iage surv ive.  i

.A*ret Dlru^^i-'-
Sert ing up housekeeping was i ro  easy Lask for  Wi l l iam and

Savi l lar  so p lagued were they by f inancia l  d i f f icu l t ies f rom the
f i rs t  moment .  Wi l l iam had suf fered greot  losses because of  the
faj. lure of the f lax crop in South Dakota and work at the sugar
factory was only  seasonal .  They made the i r  f i rs t  home in  McCook,
Nebraska and in  shor t  order ,  Ind ianola,  Frankl in  and Ger ing.
Nei ther  of  them wrote any deta i ls  o f  the l r  f i rs t  homes and none
can remember the i r  speaking of  them. Cer ta in ly  there was no
vine covered cot tage.  The Great  Depress i -on that  began the same
year  as the i r  marr iage was hav i t s  e f fec t , s  a l readY.

We have no record that  the anniversar ies of  th is  f i rs t  mar-
r iage were ever  noted or  ce lebrated.  Later  Wi l l iam would ment ion
evely anniversary of the day Savil la left hirn. That date remaj-ned
forever  f resh in  h is  mind.

frl;La-.fr,usa'
Wil l iam knew Savj - lJ -a 's  parents,  l iked them and was l iked by

them. I I is  le t ters  expressed concern for  them up unt i l  the t ines
of their-*deaUhg-.---Ile--qveg--gf- fe-g-e3-qq h.ave then live w at
one point ,  long af ter  the d ivorce f rom Savi11a.  He wanted to  help
prov ide for  the i r  care and f inancia l  needs.  Wi l l iam was good f r iend
wi th Savi l lars  brother  Donald for  many years.

Savi l la  had greater  problems get t ing a long wi th  Wi l l iam's
fani ly  - -  not  wi th  h is  parents we bel ieve,  but  wi th  h is  brother
and s is ters .  But  o f  course these s ib l ings could not  get  a longwel l
wi t .h  each other  e i ther .  Savi l la  d id ,  however ,  love L i - lah and
Hazel a re€Beqd.e-d _wi th thqLQ4ffghqe L-ilto E!--o!- he L l-1 f e .

J
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Problerns
{.-rqo re Probletns

Prob lems  were  neve r  l ack ing  i n  W i l l i am 's  f i r s t  mar r i age ;  a
great  many of  them at t r ibutable to  Lhe t ime in  which they began

thei r  un j -on.  Many problems were major  ones f inances,  heal th ,

and being apart .  I  ' t  -

7t 0n the surface everything looked fine with the marriage of tr'Iilliarn and'Savilla, 
Un4,ttirrg* tere ttbt fine-- S-ayi]$, all her 1iI:' gra19ed,Wi111T, f91

ffi;-h;;a trJfil'*ia rhe success rrith wtrich h6 snpported the ianrify during those
hard financial tines. But this required 1ong, long hours away from home as

he traveled around. to the farms selling his wares. Savilla felt her emotional

needs were not bejng met. she felt william's expectations were,far too great

and that there was fittle appreciation for all her hard nrork and all that she

adr:omplished. William,'ffir tris part, ner@frtgqo'k bgf f-qt ganlgd' brrt he

no aoitnt felt his greatest resporrsibility durir.rg those ngrd -t1tqs was to stlpport

iiis fanrily and he was very successful a{that. Ife probably didn't even realize

his marrilge was failing until Savilla ainnounced she was leaving.

lfithin two months of their nlarriage Savilla was pregrant and sick. William

had an infected j4w bone that, would not-respond to treatment. Ttreir financial
sitgation was such that Savilla did not have proper nutrition for her pregnancy.
Weeks before the baby was due she went to her mother's home -- their first
separation. Ioving letters were exchanged. After the baby's birth Savilla
reinained in poor health. Savilla's sister Nellie lived _in long Beacl, *C.1{fornia
?lrid. !ili,[i.i.a$ sent her anfl Wilbur there to spend part of the sunner. PefiIAIDS't

lffi----"fi----------------55=ft red
i;; ili""iio,rs boils. 

_[?f1]'t 
th" th"rE"""ti.c vacation that rsas intended.

lbybe part of their problems are revealed from this brief corunent in

Savilla's life story: "...it seemed as though we were never alone as a family.

Wtren Bill's sister Lif*t broke her 1eg she stayed at our home wlrere I could

Eive her care. Bill's brother Darold lived with us quite a bi-t of the.time,
fii"-"i"i"r Blanche, and others were with us from time to timel

the best way to give an account of the problens in Williarn's first
Lo quote direCtly fron letters he wrote to Savill-a urging a recon-

Perhaps
urarriage is
cili-ation:

"tr{e took each other wtren we were both yorrng and green. We fought througlt
a lot of tougfi battles together. You were a ctrild of 17. I raised your for
t1 years. My 11 years vere more important than your folks t7 years."

"Remernber Honey, I had no clothes either. I never put anything on ny back
or in my mouth better than I brouglrt houe to the farnily. "

"I don't thfuik it was God's w"ill for us to quarrel and figltt all these ye€rrs
but I do ttrink we can make it up to him. "

(Contirnred)
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(PROBLm'rS COMINrrEp)

"I gave you your two chances when you asked me to. ft was not easy. But
f loved you enough to believe you and try again._"

Aug. Lg4O "; rorr" 
" 

on1y I was too dumb to show
it. I'11 never be again.... "Honey, f may have been the worst man on earth but
f was asleep and woke up. f dread the day when you pass from my life for good.
Please don't... ..You have tried and if you will again you will have all the
cooperation you have always asked for. f promise you if you'11 1lve half as
much for me as you used to care f '11 l ive al l  for you in reLurn.... f '11 make
up for the heartaches f caused you."

A later letLer also i
William didn't go along as

attendance at Church was a problem.
as oflen as Savllla wanLed.

icates that
wi11ing1y or

,, hd money problems. There were always money problems -- brought on by'crop 
and business failures, sickness and doctor bi11s. Later letters glve

details on considerable indebtedness; bi11s William agreed to pay and continued
to pay on well into the 40's.

"K id ,  I  was  as leGp  F  seve ia l  yea rs .  As leep  wh i l e  my  happ iness
and  th ings  tha t  mean  more  to  me  than  any th ing  e l se .  .  .  .  As leep
because  . [  wan ted  to  ge t  b i11s  pa id  and  a  home pa id .  My  m ind  was
o n  s u c h  t h i n g s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n  t h e  o n e  t h a t  l o v e d  m e . . . .  f t  i s  a
p r l c e  f ' 1 1  n e v e r  g e t  p a i d ,  a  p r i c e  f t 1 1  h a v e  t o  p a y  o n  a s  l o n g
a s  I  l i v e  a n d  e v e n  i n L o  t h e  n e x L  w o r 1 d .  "

" A s  t o  p r a i s e ,  I  s F o u a v e  g i v e n  i t  d i r e c t .  t o  y o u .  f  p r a i s e d
y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  e l s e .  I  d i d  i t  s o  m u c h  o n  t h e  r o u t e ;  f  f o r g o t  t o
g i v e  e n o u g h  o f  i t  a t  h o m e .  F i n d i n g  f a u 1 t .  f  a m  r e a 1 1 y ,  t r u l y
s o r r y  a n d  w i l l  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  f  w o n ' L  d o  i t  a g a i n  I  h a v e  f a i t h
i n  y o u  a n d  f a i L h  i n  G o d  t o  m o v e  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  t h a t .  i s  b e t w e e n  u s . "

t r r

o r  b e d
change

t t r

y o u . . .
w r i  t e
Honey .

h a v e  d e c i d e d  y o u a r e
t h e r e

b o s s .
when

When you
y o u  s a y .

wan t  me  t . he re  fo r  mea ls
I  j u s t  w a n t  a  c o m p l e t eI  p l a n  o n  b e i n g

o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  "

s a i d  f  w a s  s o r r y  f  s a i d  y o u  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  a  m a n  L o  l o o k  a t
.  You  fo rgave  me ,  Honey ,  and  you  hu r t  me  a  1o t  when  you
s u c h  t h i n g s .  D o  y o u  l i k e  t o  t e a r  m e  t o  p i e c e s ?  P l e a s e ,



$
)(,

t\

n$r  r  i cge
MARGIE MAGNUSON

Wi11iam, weary of  h is  lone and lonely  l i fe ,  f ina l ly  began dat ing
a  b i t  i n  t 943 .  Few de ta i l s  a re  ava i l ab le  bu t  he  ev iden t l y  me t
Margaret  (Marg ie)  Magnuson Wi lke in  Washington.  His  l i fe  sketch
te l ls :  " f  met  Margaret  l f i lke and she had moved to Palat ine,
f l l i no i s .  I  r ece i ved  word  o f  he r  se r i ous  i l l ness ,  ask ing  me  to
come."  He d id so and whi le  there found he could help the war  ef for t
by work ing in  a defense p lant  there.  He s igned up to  work for
McDonald Douglas and went  back to  Washington to  arrange th ings there
Wi l l iarn headed back to  l l l ino is  by car  and Margie Loo(  the t ra in
par t  way to  meet  h im.

They were marr ied on May L5th,  L942 in  E1ko,  Nevada and they
t raveled together  back to  l l l ino is .  They made the i r  home in  Pala-
t ine and t r ied to  f ind the happiness they both needed.

But this marri-age too seemed troubled.. trr l i lbur spent some time
wi th them dur ing the summer.  He l iked Margie and had a good t ime
whi le  wi th  them but  was aware the marr iage was less than happy.
Margi -e wrote a le t ter  to  h is  mother  once say ing Bi l l  r ras mean to
her  and not  to  send the ch i ldren.  Then she prompt ly  wrote again
saying everyth ing was f ine and to  send them. Wi lburrs  impress ion
was that  Marg ie was a coquet t ish,  f l ippant  l i t t le  Lh ing and some-
what  emot ional ly  unstable.  He fee ls  cer ta in  h is  fa ther  was not
mean  to  he r .

f n  W i l l i am 's  l i f e  ske tch  he  wroLe :  "Marg ie  was  s i ck  be fo re  we
marr ied and had a ser ious operat ion whi le  we T.rere marr ied and we
n e v e r  d i d  g e t  a  r e a l  s t a r t . "

In  any event  the marr iage was shor t  l ived.  They were d ivorced
on L4 December ,  L945 and ! [ i l l ian went  back to  h j .s  lonely  ex is tence
in  Wash ing ton  s ta te .

Trc +"
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M]LDRED EM]LY SMITH

- wi11i . * ,  * i t t r  t r i "  usual  brev i ty ,  wrote in  h is  l i fe  sketch
that he "met Mildred l{ehl in Bell j-ngham in 1950 and around tg51
star ted seeing her  and her  ch i ldren,  t ' ter len Ar lene,  and Janet . "

\  Mi ldredrs f i rsL husband had been dead for  some t ime and she
and wil l iarn had mutual fr iends, rhelql l l&l!s__and rhey played
cupid. Frlend Jane'r and her husband;-EeA;knEw tr{i1lian was
sel l ing Watk ins products  in  the Bla j .ne and-Custer  areas around
where- they l ived.  They took Mi ldred to  the Watk in 's  of f ice and
int roduced them. But  Mi ldred d idn ' t  l ike sa lesmen and wasn' t
in terested.  she stood back and looked out  the wind.ow whi le
I? l l ing for  her  f r iends to  courp lete the i r  conversat ion wi th
Wil l iam. Jaeet. and Fred were moving to Cali fornj-a and Wil l iarn
yas ass is t ing them, wi l l iam sald la ter  that  he had h is  eyes on
her  that  day and promj .sed h i rnsel f  to  get  aequainted wi th  her .
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t  f i i l l  +N' ld(ed I
a ^ After the move to California was accourpl ished, Fred., who loved l
\ t  ^.Y to make fudge, sent some back nith Wil l ian to take to Mildred. t
\ - .>") That was an excuse to go see her, and it w<lrked. They went out 

\lAtJ together and she helped hin by naking his payments while he $as

f  
.  t r ive l ing.  

-  
. , , *  

-  
?f  

a  t r ive l ing.  
- . ,  

_r -__ 
-  

. , , -  
-  

?
\  ,  Mildred vorked in Bell ingham for the school distr ict. Wil l iam I
I XQ changed from Watkins to Crowell Coll ier but he lras st i l l  a sales- \
| 115>t man and still on the road. They dated when he was in town for )
I V four years. *.^*a;ork fr^&il  .#t*^*6 t

v 1

\ Toge-Ihe-r (
I

J or -^ fl,l:'.:1:^*"::-:'-::^1tl::rt:.:1",?:f?Tl1*:h:1i^F=di..y19 loved t

and sti l l  on the road. They dated when he was in town for )r Years' n oTh*rj Oqg flaf€- |
une memoraDle o.ru ]. i .am took Mildred \\

, , lqand the ch i l -dren on a boat  r ide out  to  an is land to  have d. inner ,  A '
Kt '  I Ie  wanted l t  to  be very speciaL-and to ld  Mer le ,  Ar lene,  and Janet ,  1l- to have steak. They wanted, and had, hamburgers and milk shakesr: I

He never  got  over  that .  t  \L0ve ^\
I t t o o k M i ] . d r e d a 1 o n g t i ' f f i " t o v e r n o t 1 i k i n g s a 1 e s m e n |

but she gradually warned under Will iam's atteqtions. A sincere I
/aol0" l ike" giew into " love."  rn the summer of  L954 they lef t  the \r\b' __S!ilgfg_{r-_gath re!4_t111es __o: frien4s and !rgq4e4*l-or Ne.vedq:_ T!.L_ _ }
.1 t l -  s topped in  Por t land_and s tayed w i th  Wi l l iam's  cous in  Haro ld  Sh ive ly  Ir and wife Mildred before driving on to 1g,e__pg-, Nevada I

\
The wedd ing  ceremony omant ic  bu t  remem- )The wedding ceremony ff ir  romantic but remem- )

ber i !8  i t  brought  Mi ldred and Wi l l iam smi les and laughter  through I
Lhe 28 happy years Lhey spent  Loget .her  \

\
n I | . T l ' " y w e n t t o L h e c o u f f i e j u d g e w h o w a s t o m a r r y }

fro'o-;li,,ii':fii,fffl#lHilr:l5it!.::ii: :? **5lti:iit; "*","rxu::u \
- . - r \ l

And thus they rrere married on July Zq{o L954. For t.ri l l iam l
the  1one1y,  t roub led  years  had ended b t  f i i i t .  The i r  wedd ing  r r ip  I

-O in Nevada conLinued on a t rack that nras not as humorous at  i f re \
l f  t ime as i t  was to seem in memory.  They went into a casino to see I

I
,_f- Ll-II le as rt was to seem l-n memory. fney Went' l-nto a Casj.no tO See It

^  Et  what  i t  was 1 ike,  and a gaudy sh: . t t  po inted at .  Wi l l iarn say ing ,  f
( L '  "Tha t t s  my  boy f r i end  ove r  t he re . "  "We hadn 'L  been  mar r i ed  na f f  I

an  hou r ,  "  M i l d red  sa id  t
\

\  The next  day they r . f f i to  Las vegas.  r t  was the 4th of  ,
I  - .  Ju ly  and very crowded in  Lown and very hoL.  Whi le  they wenl  in to I

a  - '^ l tv  d  shop,  Wi111am acc idenLly  le f t  the motor  running on the car  whj . le  I
f  O^\ -  parked j "n  a park ing 1oL and locked.  The pol i -ce knocked the win-  \
I  \ !a  dow out  to  turn of f  the motor .  For tunate ly  noth i -ng was sto len I

I  but  they were d ismayed enough to change th l i r  p lanJ and leave Lown.  ).J  Not  a rea l  romant ic  beginning.  I

\ 
*ffif,-x",.7t,, 

la
4.4+.--/---.-



Vhlgtirnq'rL- flra*tcl'iiln'^,t-
From Las  

l : r i :  
. n "  n ,  ca l i f o rn ia ,  a r r i v -i - ng  unannounced  a t  w i l Lu r ' s  and  Donna 's ' apa r t rnenL .  As  l uck  wou l6have i t ,  sav i l la  was there v is i t ing wrren they arr ived and 3rd wi fewas in t roduced to 1st  wi fe .  proba6ry-- i r r i "  , ! " t i r r !  a i  th is  r imewas  un fo r tuna te  because  the re  were  s t i t t  s t rong ,  un reso l - ved  fee l -ings between wi l l iam and sav i l la .  on a-honeymoon t r ip  no reminderso f  t ha t  k ind  were  needed .  However  the  mee t i . ng  was  co rd ia l  andsav i l l a  soon  1e f t .  The re  ye {e  3  g r " r ra "n i l d ren  the re  ro  mee t  andbecome acquai -nred wi rh - -  And.re; , 'R; ;J ; l  ar ra t " ; ; ;1 :  Andrea,

l ir*#-;i,glu;*"f;l l1"nild, was f;;;-yi"," o1d __-3ust ar rhe ase

Andrea ' s  comments  (g i ven  a t  w i l l i am 's  fune ra l )  abou t  t h i s  un ionp rg r_ ! , r  much  exp ress  the  fee l i ngs  o f  w i l l i am 's  ru rn i i v :

\fr

" r  don ' t  have  any  memor ies  o f  Grandpa  be fo re  he  foundGrandma,  bu t  ' ' ve  hea rd  tha t  he  was ' l one l y  and - " ; ; i ;'  be  p re t t y  d i f f i cu l t  a t  t imes .  Bu t  no  one  can  be  any -th ing but  happy around Grandma Bl iss.  She has somuch sweetness that  some of  i t  had io  rub of f  .  i r ruf i nds  p leasu re_  i n  eve ry  pa r t  o f  na tu re  and  1 i f e .Eve ryone  nea r  he r  i s  m ide  happ ie r  Uy - f re ,  p resence .
Grandpa  was  espec ia l l y .  

T . ' i i  g i uJ ' r re -was  l uckyenough  to  f i nd  he r ,  bo th  fo r  h i i l se r r  
" "a  

fo r  us ' . . . , ,

The newlvweds had to dec i -de where Lo l ive.  Mi ldred owned ahome in  Bel l inghu* 
"nd-wi i i i " *  

or" "a-p iJper ty  in  Lyndea.  They
{eg idq {  ! -q -seqc -1 -e  i 4  G l_adg tone ,  o regon  no r th  wesL  o f  po r r l and .
M i ld red  ro ld  w i l l i am she  wou ld  work  ro  he lp  i f  t hey  cou ld  uu /  a
n i ce  home toge the r .  He  was  s t i l l  on  the  road  a  1o t  and  the  Lwo
g i r l s  ve re  s t i l l  home.  Mer le  was  i n  h igh  schoo l  and  wan ted  to  com-
plete h is  senior  year  in  Bel l ingham and they arranged for  h im to
do  tha t

They bought a
! i l i 11 iam re jo i ced
He uras so t i red of

lovely  home
to g ive up

those and

&*aal*

and sel  up
mote l  l i v i ng
so happy to

housekeep ing  togeLher .
and  ea t i ng  i n  res tau ran ts .

be a farn i ly  man once again.

c}itt and Qtf .dred at eak e,reek, $adonc, z\izona
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LrFE wrrH ,,My BILL,, 

I
\ f  

By "h is"  Mi ldred 
I

lr'tlll;i'mi#fu*:ffi'illefillii**rilil;;;rls*3 
' 

I
I  nr6^r 9rr 

l i fe togerher rf f id holds many very \I Ff:;'fixi'TiTl'li".flf"ll'""3f;,1El"11'Tfl,**ll"* Smlti;.j*:,u'u tI S{ i:iii"**i'l*iql, il;:ii*;Fl;f" : ;,lr'. I it; j ". *,nl ;, :{lr";*l"nse _
{ 

T il:Fi'ii;*'H:1,{':;lif:;l*lith him' ;;-tr''v were moving and I

i , . . d * , " ,$ ! , " i i r ' " : i * i i : i , : 4 : : I : ; ! d i$ r l l l * ]n " . |
:I t{" Bill sold or, ir"'"" 

'*"rr. 
to r,rork for \Lr l  crowel l -col1iers Magazines, working with t t " -ar"" ican Legion Aux-

\  i l iarv. H;-;;"-r l '" ia ,o.rrui" i ' -" i ir ,-.  crew ;i  t  ro 8 men.- H. would l i| ."r 3;"fii::u"?"3*i":l:, :li"iry;:i1*i't;:""k#: *riiiti;_:;;-* \1

)Xllr;5#*,:i:ii':ikfiiiiiflt*4*#;i#$*ilrfii:il.ffiJ"' (l
\  Mer id. ian in Llnden, also-a o"*-""r ,  i r rar+or, ,urry t rophies and bonu" I

I  
o " ' " " . ___  ___  _____  ;1
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i shed the cabin to  make i t  l ivable,  p iped in  water  f rom a h i l l -
side spring, and in 1957 nrhen both Arlene and Janet had graduated
from high school ,  f  qu i t  my job and we so ' ld  the Gladstone home and

ved to our Sandy property. Merle was by this t ime working in
Bell ingham and Ar1ene narried and moved to New Jersey. Janet soon
found a job in a bank t"

Another  bus iness "adventure"  - -  we bel ieved r rhat  a  sa lesman
had told us about maki-ng a heap of money raising nuLria, a fur bear-
ing animal, and how our Sandy pJ-ace would be ideal for a nutria

anch.  We invested in  4 mated animals,  hav ing bui l t  severa l  con-
rete hold ing pens wi th  water  p iped to  them f rom the spr ing on the
il l  (  the nutrj .a j .s much l ike a beaver and needs waler for swim-
ing,  c leaning,  and grooming themselves) .  I t  d idnrL work out  as
ell  as we had hoped. We did have a large number of fur pelts for
he market  and so ld a Lot  o f  an imals for  breeding to  oLher  ranchers.
he rude awakening, however, came when the head guy of the assoe-
at j .on took the pel ts  of  severa l  ranchers (ours among thern) ,  so ld
hem, and le f t  the country ,  go ing to  South Amer ica,  we l -a ter  found
ut .  Somet imes we learn the hard way!

Bil l  went to work fo t land and f began
C iv i l  Se rv j . ce  j ob  v i t h  t he  S ta te  

' o f  
Oregon . (Soc ia l  Secu r i t y  D iv i -

ion for  Publ ic  Empl-oyees)  in  1-958,  dr iv ing the 30 rn i les each day
rorn Sandy.  Lucky our  p laces of  work were wi th in  a b lock so we
ou ld  bo th  r i de  i n  t oge the r .

When Bi l l  began having severe respi ratory  problems,  doctors
a id he had chronic  bronchi t is  and advised h im to t ry  a dr ier  c l i -

te  so we pul led up s takes again and moved to Sedona,  Ar izona
n January, L96L. I i le had been on a vacation tr ip to look the area
ver  and saw the Kel lers  ( the real  estate people who helped us in

y ing the Sandy p lace) .  They to ld  Bi l l  i f  he wanted to  move
own,  they would g ive h im a job as sa lesman,  se l l ing real  estate.

t real ly appealed to us as rre had really fa1len j.n l-ove with the
eautiful l . i t t le town of Sedona and the surrounding Red Rock Country

So Bi l l  took s 'evera l  weeks of  t ra in i .ng and began sel l ing real
s ta te  fo r  G lenn  and  Mary  Lou  Ke l l e r  i n  March ,  196L .  I t  was  ra the r

"s l j .m p ick in 's"  f ,or  a  few months unl i l  he could get  acquainted wi th
the area and the new job.  f t  was somewhat  d i f ferenL than se l l ing

product  as he had been doing for  years:  magazines,  Watk ins and
Rawle igh home products,  encyc lopedias,  s ta i .n less s teel  cookware,

tc .  But  he real ly  en joyed i t ,  matching up people wi th  the home
f  the i r  choice.  He pr ided h imsel f  in  f ind ing just  what  the pro-
pect ive cL ient  wanted and needed.  He was very successfu l  and
ade many last ing f r iendships.  We l ived in  Ar izona a to ta l  o f  16

ars, trying Phoenj-x for a few months

Because,  of  B11l - 's  heal th  problems we made a t r ip  to  Rochester ,
innesota tolLhe Mayo Clinic for a check-up every year or year and

hal f  .  The 'doctors,  there to ld  h i - rn  he d id not  have bronchi t is
ut  an a l lergy to  snoke and exhaust .  fumes.  So,  w€ of  course
tar ted dreaming of  re turn ing to  Oregon -  someday,  we said!  fn
975 a check-up showed up a sma11 mal ignancy of  the prostate,  for
h ich Bi l l  underwent  an operat ion.



l r7J'^
In  1976 we sold our  home in  Sedona and moved back to  Sandy

to  ou r  new home we 'd  been  p lann ing  and  work ing  fo r  so  1ong .  ou r
las t  t r i p  t o  the  Mayo  C l i n i c  B i l l  was  d iagnosed  as  hav ing  acu te
leukemia .  Med ica t i on  kep t .  h im  go ing  fo r  qu i te  awh i l e  bu t  a  s ide
e f fec t  caused  ca ta rac ts  Lo  fo rm on  h i s  eyes ,  caus ing  nea r  b l i nd -
n e s s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e a t h  A p r i l  2 5 ,  L 9 8 2 .

Our  l i f e  t oge the r  was  f i 11ed  w i th  fun  a l so  good  t imes  and
o the r  L imes  no t  so  good .  We t rave led .  a  l o t  and  en joyed  each  oLher t
company  wh i l e  see in f  many  i n te res t i ndp laces  - -  back  i nd  fo r th
be tween  Oregon  and  A r i zo r .a  eve ry  yea r  f o r  16  yea rs ;  one  wonder fu l
6  week  t r i p  i n to  canada  and  then  ac ross  the  u .s .  t o  Ma ine ,  down
the  Eas t  coas t  H ighway  to  F lo r i da ,  Lou is iana ,  Texas  back  to
Ar i zona ,  and  seve ra l  t r i ps  to  ca l i f o rn ia  and  to  wash ing ton .

t^b 
r t^i-{b-+--a'--.a -tFa , 

-

o f  a l l  t he  p laces  we  t rave led  to ,  we  dec ided  o regon  was  the
p l a c e  f o r  u s .

we  d idn ' t  a lways  ag ree  on  eve ry th ing ,  bu t  a lways ,  a rgumen ts
o r  no t ,  t he re  was  a lways  a  good  n igh t  k i ss  and  T r -Jove  you"  be fo re
go lng  Lo  s leep .  He  was  m igh ty  good  to  me  those  27  p lus  yea rs
a n d  u n t i l  r r T e  m e e t  a g a i n  s o m e d a y ,  r ' 1 1  a l w a y s  m i s s  " r y  B i l l ! "

&,J"-4 - /f sf,
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t r l i l l i a m  a n d  M i l d r e d  w i t h  W i l b u r ' s  C h i l d r e n ,
( 1 e f t  t o  r i g h t )  D a n i e l  ,  L a r r y ,  R a n d y ,  a r r d . " u .
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C.bout
The Child ren

Sav i l l a  wen t  t o  l i ve  w l th  he r  pa ren ts  be fo re  Wl lbu r  was  bo rn ,
so  he r  mo the r  cou ld  ass i s t  he r .  She  wro te  l e t t e rs  to  Wi l l i am f rom
there,  te l l ing h i rn  about  p lans to  buy a baby buggy f rom Spiegel
on  t ime .  she  asked  h i s  pe rm i -ss ion ,  i f  t he  baby  was  a  g i r l ,  t o  name
h e r  W i 1 1 e t t a ,  f o r  h i m  ( D o r o t h y  c a n  b e  g l a d  s h e  w a s n ' t  b o r n  f i r s t ) .

f ^ {  ^ a , ^ a ^  - } ^ ^  a . /
f L  was  a  boy ,  o f  cou rse ,  and  the  "Wi - l "  pa r l  o f  h i s  name i s

a f te r  h i s  f a the r ' s  w j -11 iam.  w i l bu r  Lee  was  bo rn  May  5 th ,  1930 ,
l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  a f t e r  h i s  p a r e n t s ' m a r r i a g e ,  i n  h i s  G r a n d m a  a n d
Grandpa  Long ' s  home.  He  had  l o t s  o f  da rk  b rown  ha i r ,  b lue  eyes ,
fa i r  sk in ,  and  we ighed  7  pounds .  Sav i l l a  no ted  tha t  l l i l bu r  l i r s t
s l i led on Ju ly  5th,  put  h is  hands out  to  opal  spray on september
27 th ,  f e1 l  o f f  t he  bed  on  Ju l y  10 th ,  f e l1  ou t  o f  a  cha i r  on  oc t -
ober  2nd,  f i rs t  crawled on November 22nd and burned h is  hands on
November 23rd.

tL'> a-1-1> a-a-L'

swee t  l i t t l e  b i r t h  announcemen ts ,  f i l 1ed  i n  w i th  w i l l i am 's
handwr i t ing,  have surv ived the years.  They are edged in  p ink.  At
the  t ime  o f  W i lbu r ' s  b i r t h  and  fo r  some t ime  the rea fLe r ,  ! i l i l l i an
was s ick wi th  a jaw in fect ion.  Then wj . lbur  was gone for  the sum-
mer  o f  1931  to  Long  Beach ,  Ca l i f o rn ia .  No  doub t  t hese  i n te r fe red
somewha t  w i th  w i l l i am be ing  ab le  to  en joy  fa the rhood .  soon  he
would be away f rom Lhe fami ly  h imsel f .

,
The  f i nanc ia l  p rob lems  o f  t he  Depress ion  con t i nued  unaba ted  i n

1932 and Wi l l iam spent  that  summer in  Lynden,  Washington work ing
on h is  Uncle t r r i i l l rs  farm.  He was back in  Ger ing for  the hol idays
and  fo r  h i s  daugh te r ' s  b i r t h  on  January  10 th ,  1933 .  They  named
Lhe i r  da rk  ha i red ,  da rk  eyed  baby  g i r1 ,  Do ro thy  f l ene .  The i r
fam i l y  was  comp le te .  Doro thy  a l so  we ighed  7  pounds .  Her  mo the r
wro te  tha t  as  an  i n fan t  she  d idn r t  wan t  t o  be  he ld  o r  cudd led  ve ry
long  and  as  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  was  o f ten  qu ie t  and  somet imes  mys te r i ous
for one so youn8. I,L. t_ L.t-t- 

- :  :  /

Whi le  the ch i ldren were 1 i t t1e Wi l l iam was spending long,  long
hours work ing to  suppor t  the fami ly .  But  h is  ch i ldren meant  a
g rea t  dea l  t o  h im .  H is  l e t t e rs  to  Sav i l l a  a f te r  t he i r  sepa ra t i on
reveal  deep concern and longing for  them. Many le t ters  were
s i -gned :  "Love  and  Bes t  W ishes  to  my  th ree  Dar l i ngs ,  8 i11 . "

Fol lowi-ng are just  a  few excerpts  f rom hi -s  le tLers Lo Savj .11a
regard j -ng the ch i ldren.  Many,  many more of  s imi . lar  ve in could be

nc luded .
(  Cont inued )



(spECrAL MEMORTES OF EACH CI{ILD CONTINUEp)

"You  mus t  xea l i ze ,  Sav i11a ,  you  have  the  ch i l d ren  w i
nonr what they say and do. The only way I have is what
ou  haven I t  ave raged  ove r  once  pe r  mon th . "

June 1,  L94O " f  thought  sure you would send me the
asked for  and le t  me know how our  Dorothy is .  f  have

ied  more  abou t  t he  feve r  t han  any  con tag i -ous  d i sease .  "

"Do  the  k ids  eve r  van t  me?"

l i ve  w i th  Daddy aga in .  f  asked h im what  you
t o l d  h i m  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  ! [ h y

th you and
f  hear  and

ai rmai l
been wor-

you to  come back  and
sa i .d .  He sa i -d  you

n o t ? "

wear  the  t i e  c lasp  you  k idd ies  gave
severa l  years and because you gave
Love & Kisses to  my Two SweeL

Augus t ,  L94O "K iss  the  k idd ies  fo r  me  and  te11  them f  l ove
hem and r . r rant  them to come home and p lay wi th  me.  Let  's  a l l  be
laymates .  Wha t  do  you  say  Sav i I I a?  We '11  make  ou r  l i t t l e  home
ing  v j - t h  happy  peop1e . "

"You are  my gu id ing  hand.  I  need you and as  fo r  be ing  capab le ,
ou  are  the  one.  You and our  k idd ies .  They  are  ours .  t r r le  b rought

t hem up  th i s  f a r  t oge the r  and  they  need  us  bo th . "
-  ^  ^ :  ! , L '  ^ - r  L ^  -

Augus t  1 ,  L94O "Wi l1  you  do  me  a  favo r ,  K id?  P lease  take
i lbur  and Dorothv to  church.  Church is  much bet ter  than other

t "l aces  to f so  and  w i l l  do  you  good . "

"Take  ca re  o f  you r  hea l th  and  te l1  me  how the  k idd ies  a re ,
ha t  t hey  say  and  do ,  i f  t hey  eve r  t h ink  o f  me  e tc .  "

January ,  L94L  " f  wan t  t o  ge t  a  ca rd  and  someth ing  fo r
ro thy ' s  b i r t hday  today .  So  fa r  I  haven ' t  been  ab le  to  ge t  any -

t h i n g .  P o o r  l i t t l e  l a d y  g i r 1 .  f  m i s s  h e r  a n d  W i l b u r  a  l o t . "

" t r ' I i lbur  sa id Lhe other  day that  he asked

March  24 ,  L943  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  W i lbu r :  "A re  you  tak i . ng  good  ca re
f  S i s te r?  Remember  we  w i l l  a lways  have  to  l ook  ou f  f o r  he r . "

,
" . . . f  r r r i s h  y o u  k i d d i e s  n r e r e  h e r e  L o  m a k e  t h e  t r i p  w i t h  m e .

I  rn j -ss my honeys a 1ot .  Perhaps Godfwi l l  be more len ient  soon
S u r e l y  f  d o n ' t  r a t e  a l l  t h e  h e a r t a c h e s . "

"Deares t  Sonn ie  Boy  (March  30 ,  L94L)  I  have  been  th ink ing  abou t
o u  a 1 1  d a y . . .  .  "

November 6,
e .  I t  was  wha t

i t  t o  m e  m a k e s
hi ldren,  Daddy

L 9 4 O  " f  a l w a y s
I  have needed fo r

i L  b e t t e r  s t i l l .  -

8 i 1 1 .  "

Wilbur  remembers h is  fa ther  teaching h im to dr ive wi th  great
pp rec iaL ion  and  remembers  s t i 11  some o f  t he  good  counse l  he  re -
e i ved .  O f ten  he  quo tes  Wi l l i an  te l l i ng  h im :  "You  may  be  r i gh t
s  r i gh t  can  be  bu t  s t i 1 l  be  dead  as  dead  can  be .  "  l ' i i l l i am was  a

sk i l fu l  dr iver  and especia l ly  adept  at  pu l l ing and back ing t ra j - lers

s o sk i1 l  he taught  Wi lbur  and Wi lbur  in  turn taught  Randy.  Fr
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ft's hard to knor,r just what William's child rearing philosophy was -- Lhe
children weren't wiLh him that much. Certainly he believed they should be obed-
ient arrd not Lalk back. Tn Septenber, L94L, after their first visj.t with him
after the divorce, he *"t

"I{e11 Savilla Kiddie, I have sent you thE kiddies wtrich me€ln more than any-
thing or anybody exeept you. ...I Lold Wilbur to te11 you he should not wear
Lhe belt p€unts as they will rnake him have appendicitis. Dorothy rias nre11 all
the time except a couple times indigestion. Ttrey are sweet kiddies and f have
lots of plans-for Lhem. T find they sass a 1ot Lnd also unrst b{told several
times before they get arrything done.

As their father, he felt he had a rigfit to be informed of everything con-
cerning them, as j.ndicated in this letter excerpt:

"I am going to lirrow wtro the children are with and vtrere, also anything
that takes place of interest with thern. f am to hear how they are at least
once every week or Lwo."

hey went to the window- arUl

al**

* : .

Rnis ing th.Kidi

b {
Letters Wilbur rrrote to his molher during his visits with William indicate

that his father did rnny Lhings Lo give the children a good time r,rhen they rnrere
rrith him. Letters menti-on pi-cnlcs, swilrning, carnivals, boat trips, gifts etc.
A11 of Lhese were enjoydble but for hr:merous episodes, Wilbur renrernbered these 2:

The time the hornets were swarrning at Lynden and they couldn't get from the
house to the car. Wilbur's ltr:cle Darold dashed out, got in the car and laughed

at then for their corrardice. ltrey could see him through the windshield.
Soon he came scranbling back saying some hornets had gotten inside with him.
William, Wilbur, and Dorothy had the last laugh that day.

Another time Wl11iam and Wilbur were sleeping in a rented upstairs room,
sharing a big metal bed. An earthquake hlt and was really shaking the bed.
William ar.rakened and said: "Quit shaking the bed you darned fool." then together

F-i,

Si rg1

d
T

'd
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J F| : :T"" ts  between h im and the i r  mother  and worry  about  the i r  s tep-  \
\  

ta ther  usurp i .ng the j - r  love were a l l  amons h is-b iggest  problems.  
-  

D

| * : , - i i : r u H ; , ; 3 ' * $ ! l , i i " " f i I " ' ? 3 ; " t n f f l ; ' \
i  

pnd.d idnr t  fee l  he was kegt  wel l  enough in formEd.  concern j .ng h is
I  ph i ldren.  He of ten rern inded Savi l la  j .n  le t ters  of  her  prorn ise to

I 
him, whi.eh was: __ ____ \

I iinitdtet,. He often rerninhed savilla Ir, lerterl*.;"ii:;';ii lfit '"'J"r" t
I  

h i m ,  w h j . e h  w a s :  ^  -  ^ , ^  t +  -  t  + ^  -

\ 
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Th,-- Protris€, 

t (
I

. . ,  The- P'otniso'
. v  ,  

' l *  |  r Y " ' .  t r s ' , ,  

\

I [g:tnff::;'#L:lg"Lii"i#.ffi:ff:,itij*] [
| \aq'"i 

Po't@m 
/- f

|  f f i € - c ' 4 1 ^ 7  \
\ l r J l
I  Other comments were along this l ine:  \\  O the r  comments  were  a long  th i s  l i ne ,  

t  

\

J  "Remember the ch i ldren are mine and don' t  le t  Jay get  the t
\  idea they are or  ever  wi l l  be h ls  fami ly :  "When anyth ing of  in-  |
I  por tance comes up about  the i r  school ing or  be ing,  f  am to be con-  

\
I  s u l t e d  a b o u t  i - L . . . . " \ ^ .  ^ .  ^ .  ̂  , ^  ^  ^  -  -  d
\  "P lease Honey,  ca l l  Lhem by the i r  own names and see that  o thers f

I  do a lso.  A1so,  watch Lhei r  p laymates and keep them away f rom the \

J 
1ow c lass.  "  

t
\  Wi l l iam had good reason for  that  concern because the i r  s t .ep-  t
I  fa ther  d id  have h is  own pet  names for  the ch i ldren,  which in fur -  

\

{ i;t; i"";}1i?H ,lnlir}it l;ful'"m 
wilbur to his mother tel1s it alf 

i

| ".'"["iil'l]u-o3;fg": 
'fi1"13fu"il:']:i,;']"1";*]'"Hi,3:::H \

t  A6 l /  Ca  to  us  and  he  doesn ' t  l i ke  ou r  ge t t i ng  ma i l  unde r  W.L .B .  Wa l ton .  )
I  A '  9 '  He  sa id  he 'd  wr i t e  t o  Jay  and  see  i f  he  cou ldn ' t  s top  i t  l
I  f  and  i f  i t  d idn ' t  he 'd  do  i t  t he  o the r  way .  f  p ray  each  

\!  - \ g  n igh t  t ha t  he '11  ca lm down .  Jay ' l l  p rob iU fy  gb t  ;  l e t t e r

\  
^Y soon.  Love,  Bud 

)
I  One  le t te r  t o  Sav i l l a  f rom Wi l l i am s ta ted :  " f  haven ' t  sa id  I

I  anyth ing against  you to  the ch i ldren.  But  as far  as Jay is  con-  \

\  
cerned.. .  .  f  could never give them a good *orq_f911i*j_::" 

(a'J'<>-r.-r.,qr.- 
t !,fl > | l- j l>,t | )



Ch',lJ re.r. in th.Aa A I I e-'
Unfor tunate ly  th is  b j - t terness came through to the ch i ldren andbecame the wedge that  would separate h im f ro i l  h i .s  daughter 's  love.w i l bu r ,  a  l i t t l e  o lde r  and  mayLe  w ise r ,  managed  no t  t o  t ake  s j . desin -h i s  pa ren ts '  ba t t l es .  He  su f fe red  g rea t f y  because  o f  Lhem bu td id  no t  t ake  s ides .  w i l bu r  ve r i f i . es  rh i t  r he i r  f a the r  d id  no r

open ly  c r l t i c i ze  the i r  moLher ,  t hough  the  dep th  o f  h i s  b i t t e rness
was  ev iden t  a lways .  He  wou ld  say :  n r  can  fo ig l ve  bu t  r  can r t
f o rge t . "  sav i l l a  was  c r i t i ca l  o r  w i t t i am - -  t r y i ng  to  rem ind  w i l -bur  of  whippingF r f t f f i  n is  farher ,  rhar  i f  rhey i - r " f i " r rea,  he s t i l1canno t  reca11  them. '  she  comp la ined  abou t  suppor t  money  no t  re -
ce ived.  0n thg other , l rand,  she pra ised.  many i f t ings about  t r r i i l l iam
to l f i lbur --  h is-  intel l iggn-ce ---  eooa suppoi t  - -  r r is  dr iv ing - :
his dancing -- 'htlaryAjggf F;"q -_= Io.rr" rhings.

v i te -  W lbu r
Wilbur  could see Lhei r  problems had noth ing rea11y to  do wi th

h im o r  Doro thy  and  j us t  reso l ved  to  l ove  them bo th .  and  tha t , s
wha t  he  d j -d ,  i f f  t he i r  1 i ves .

-Dcrrot|,.l .JDltro'tad.
_-Doro thy ,  younger ,  and  f i e rce l y  1oya l  Lo  he r  mo the r ,  cou ld  no tpul l  that  o f f -  she loved her  s tep- fa iher  too and woula . ro i  k" ; ; -s i l e n t  a t  W i l l i a m ' s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f ' J a y .  W i l b u r  s e e s  a  s i m i l a r i L yj . n  Doro thy ' s  and  B i l l ' s  naLures  and  Le l i eves  tha t  i s  why  they  

- r

c lashed so.  she stood her  ground,  wi th  h i r  or r .  dreadfu l_ day unt i lhe  s lapped  he r  ' ' sass ing  face . "  He  cou ld  no t  ca l l  back  tha t  s1ap ,and  l i ke  h im ,  she  cou ld  no t  f o rge t .  Fo r  DoroLhy ,  i t  seems ,  t here lat ionship wi th  her  fa ther  ended.  there.  she would nor  go again jfor  a  summer v is i t .  There were a few more leLters i r+h ich-her"mother ji ns i s tedshe  wr i t . e ) ,  bu t  ve ry -sho r t l y  t he -  re la t i onsh ip  was  s impry  i
seve red  f rom he r  s ide .  She  d id  no t -  speak  o f  h i rn  to  i r e r  b roLher ,
he r  ch i l d ren  ,  o t  anyone  e l se .  The  ba i r i e r  she  p laceJ  seemedpermanen t .
\ -  l / l t A , L . - A - . l ' ,  r t .  ^  ^ .  - l

L l  i  l l i o r n V/o(r.u\ d e-J

tough ones
pray wi l l

Rebuf fed,  hurL and puzz led,  I , I i l l iam gave in to i t ,  speaking ofi . t  b r i e f l y  i n  a  l e l t e r  t o  t r { i l bu r  and  Don ia  i n  Lg72 ,  e *p i . ss ing  sym-pathy for  a  hear t ,ache they were undergoing wi th  one of  the i r  ch i l -
d r e n :

" r  know how your  hear t  must  ache,  ds r  have had some
Lo bear  up under  too and a lso have a daughter  that  r  a lso
someday le t  me know what  has burdened hei  hear t .  "

, . 9 . ' ns  SoJness
.  -  A- l though he kept  s i lent ,  wi . lbur  in  h is  hear t  o f  hear ts  s ided.w i th  h i s  f a the r  more  o f ten  i han  w i th  h i - s -mo the r .  He  l oved  the rn  bo thhe fee ls ,  equa11y.  He says today t r ra f  h is  re la t1onship wiLh h is  or rnfa the r  was  by  fa r  -1 . -  more .mean i -ng fu1  to  h im  than  tha t  w i t . h  h i ss tep - fa the r ,  a l t hough  he  d idn ' t  l l ve  w i th  h im  mos t  o f  

- t r r J " l . - i r . l

one  o f  h i s  b igges t  hea r taches  i s  t ha t  he  d . i dn ' t  
"o r .ho r  

he lp  Doro thyto renew her  re la t ionship wi th  wi l l iam before he d i ;a .  He sorrows
i that  her  ch i ldren were depr ived of  knowing t r ru""  t iu"apurents.



F&ffigLY &ilTg1d5EHilffi
D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  p l e a s a n t  f a m i l y  a c t i v i t i e s

f o r  t h e  B l i s s  f a m i l y .  W i l b u r  a n d  D o r o t h y  r e c a l 1  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e
t h e  m a n y  p i c n l c s  a t  B i r c h  B a y .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  f a r n i l y  f r l e n d s ,
s w i m m i n g ,  a n d  l o t s  o f  g o o d  f o o d .  T h e y  a l s o  e n j o y e d  f a m i l y  o u t i n g s
t o  L a k e  W h a t c o m ,  M t .  B a k e r ,  a n d  e v e n  C a n a d a ,  w h o s e  b o r d e r  w a s  n e a r b y
T h e r e  a r e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a t  t h e  P e a c e  A r c h  n e a r  V a n c o u v e r .

W i lbu r  remembers  tha t  h i s  dad  somet imes  took  paymen t  f o r
I n l a t k i n s  p r o d u c t s  i n  c h i c k e n s ,  e B B S  e t c .  A  f a v o r i t e  b a r t e r  w a s  w h e n
t r ^ I i 11 iam b rough t  home bucke t . s  o f  sme l t  ( sma l l  f i sh  two  o r  t h ree
i n c h e s  l o n g ) .  S a v i l l a  w o u l d  q u i c k l y  t a k e  s c i s s o r s  t o  t h e m ,  c u t t i n g
o f  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d  t a i 1 s ,  g u t t i n g  t h e m  a n d  t h e n  f r y i n g  t h e m  a
favo r i t e  f am i l y  t rea t .  - . _  - . -+ - r r  r  - -u+ -4 -+ /

The  ch i l d ren  had  a  dog  named  T r i x ie  and  a  ca t  named  M inn ie  who
s tayed  beh ind  to  keep  Wi l l i am company  when  the  fam i l y  l e f t . .  When
h e  w a s  m o v i n g  t o  f l  l i n o i s  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  s h i p  T r i x i e  t o  t h e m .  T h e y
e v i d e n t l y  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  h i m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f r e q u e n t  m o v e s  d u r i n g
w a r t i m e  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  b e c a m e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p e t s .

t r r l hen  the  ch i l d ren  v i s i t ed  Wi l l i am in  Wash ing ton  and  f  11 ino i s ,
h e  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e m  i n  v a r i o u s  w a y s .  H o w e v e r  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r
h i m  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  l o n g  h o u r s .  U s u a l l y  t h e y  w e n t  t o  v i s i t

u n t  L i 1 a h ,  ! i l i 1 1 i a m ' s  s i s t e r ,  a n d  t h e y  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  t h a t
e s p e c i a l l y  h e r  d e l i c i o u s  c o o k i e s .  f n  I l l i n o i s  t r d i l b u r  r e m e m b e r s  a
boa t  t r i p  ou t  on  Lake  M ich igan  and  go ing  to  a  b ig  amusemen t  pa rk
n e a r  C h i - a g o .  A l s o  t h e r e  w a s  a  b o a t  t r i p  o u t  t o  a n  i s l a n d  o n
P u g i t  s o u n d .  w i 1 1 i a m ,  t h o u g h  b u s y  w o r k i n g ,  t r i e d  t o  m a k e  t h e
v i s i t s  e n j o y a b l e .

/qqq
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R e a d y  f o r  t h e  l o n g  t r a i n
t r i p  t o  s e e  D a d d y .

Wi th  Grandma B l i ss  i n  G ibbon .  Neb

I

I

I

EURB'Parking

W i l l i a m  w i t h  W i l b u r  &  D o r o t h y
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i  
"n" r ,  

wi ruor  le f t  wi l l iam af ter  sunmer vacat i 'on in  L947 at  age

V7,  the in ten; ;on-*""  for  h i rn  to  f in ish h igh school  and return to

p{ashington to  go in to some k ind of  bus ines i  wi th  Wi l l iam'  However '  \
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I i w.rffiam- s father and mother are 6-oth buried. j.n Riversj-de Cemetery at
I bibbon, Nebraska. Itis grandmother and grandfather Bliss (Alanson & Henrietta)

f| bre buried at the fler+ark Cemetery at West Bend, Wisconsin (it used to be Barton
\ but West Bend sr^rallowed Barton). ltre stone has only Henriettars name but
I iUanson is buried there also. These cerneteries are well cared for.

I i ff=" Shively grandparents (Henry & Elizabeth) are buried j.n Burke Cemetery
I Lrear Fullerton, Meirick Co., Nebraska. ltre Shively great grandparents are
I buried j.n the Andrevs Cemetery. ltrey are Daniel and Saratr (aka lAry) Strively.
I hhis is a cared for cemetery and the stone is fairly large and in excellent

J bondition. One stone serves for both of then plus a daughter, Rebecca.

t E ** Richards great grandparents, William B. and Roasana, are buried in

I fundrews, fndiana also but they are in a snlall, totally neglected cemetery. Ttrey
| - fu1so share a stone but it j.s fallen on the ground and covered over w:ith brush.
y $tt is Bruss Cemetery. Andrews is about 6 niles south east of lhrntington, Indiana.
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_Ps:i*s*ils_9:s3J_!sp:::_-
s ion  du r ing  the  1930 ' s ,  W i l l i am had  cons id .e rab le  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  ba l -

anc ing h is  t ime at  work and at  home.  At  that  L ime,  suppor t ing tn 'e

fami ly  took precedence over  anyth ing e1se.  Conversat i .on wi th  c1 i -ents

&  poLen t ia l  c l i en ts  usua l l y  pa id  o f f  i n  i nc reased  sa les  even tua l l y

and seemed a necessary par t  o f  h is  bus j .ness.  Perhaps t r r l i11 lam never
- 

Aqp,Llelely_ :g,",."ee4gd_ flr_ divlcline'his Lfune succ*gsg{utlf .

*vryr*'@qat



{ f t  -  Work ing on the fami ly  farm was sure ly  a fu l1  t ime job for
teenage  Wi11 iam.  He  sa id  the re  was  l i t t l e  L ime  fo r  p lay ,  even
when  a  ch i1d .  He  worked  a l so  fo r  ne ighbor ing  fa rmers  ba l i ng
a l fa l f a  e t c .  P robab ly  h i s  f i r s t  f u l l  t ime  job  fo r  someone  e l se
was r . ' rhen he went  to  work for  h is  s is ter  and brother- in-1ar i ,  Hazel
and Theodore Ecklun on the j - r  farm near  Holdrege,  Nebraska the
summer  o f  1923 .  W i l l i am neve r  rea11y  l i ked  fa rm ing  bu t  wou ld
g i ve  i t  ano the r  t r y  o r  two .

I tZ  -  When  Wi l l i am m issed  ge t t i ng  s igned  up  fo r  S ta te  Norma l  Schoo l
the  fa1 l  o f  1923 ,  he  s i . gned  on  w i th  h i s  f a the r  t o  work  i n  t he
Grea t  Wes te rn  Sugar  fac to ry  a t  Lyman ,  nea r  Ger ing ,  Nebraska .  He
was  pa id  4Og  an  hou r  (good  fo r  t ha t  t ime)  b reak ing  rocks  fo r  t he
l ime  k i1n .  Th i s  l as ted  fou r  days  and  then  they  took  h im  as ide
and  gave  h im  a  3h+  pe r  hou r  "e l sy  j ob "  measur ing  tanks .  Th i s
was ne 'ar  the end of  the campaign br  season.  Thedhe was put  on
as  ca rbona t ion  he lpe r  a t  42 tn+  pe r  hou r .  A t  t he  end  o f  Lhe  sugar
bee t  run  he  was  l a id  o f f .  He  was  19 .  yea rs  o1d .

lN3  " In  Lhe  sp r i -ng  o f  T924 , "  W i - l l i a rn  wro te ,  " I  wen t  t o  Casper ,  Wyo-' '  m ing  and  go t  a  j ob  i n  an  o i l  f i e l d  on  cons t ruc t i on .  La te r  t ook
a  j o b  a t  P l a n t  # T  i n  C a s p e r ,  w o r k i n g  u p  t o  a  s t e a d y  j o b . "  T h a t
p l a n t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  o i 1  f i e l d  r e l a t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  o l d  s t o c k
ce r t i f i caLes  fo r  t ha t  pe r iod  show ing  Wi l l i am inves ted  i n  some
o i l  w e 1 1 s .

l f 4  -  W i l l i am sa i  d  he  l e t  a  d r i f t e r  La l k  h iu r  i n to  qu i t t i ng  Lha t  j ob
t o  g o  h a r v e s t i n g .  " N o  g o o d r "  h e  s a i d .

l f 5  The  fa l1  o f  1924  found  ! i l i l l i am back  a t  t he  sugar  fac to ry ,  aga in
a  ca rbona t i -on  he lpe r  and  aga in  l a id  o f f  a t  Lhe  end  o f  t he
"sugar campaign. " 

!-a_. +.- \_ +-A LrL-1-- ./

#6  In  the  sp r ing  o f  Lg25  Wi l l i am headed  sou th  on  a  g rea t  adven tu re ,
hop ing  to  f i nd  work  as  we l1 .  He  worked  b r i e f l y  f o r  t he  ra i l -
road  as  a  "pack ing  shed  ope ra to r . " .  Then  i n  Tampa ,  F lo r i da  he
worked loading and unloading sh ips.  He found that  dangerous
and qui t  in  a few hours.  He gave up and went  home.

I t7  -  W i l l i am worked  a t  t he  sugar  fac to ry  aga in  i n  t he  fa l l  o f  t 925
and  be fo re  Lhe  end  o f  t he  campa ign  was  p romoted  to  the  evapor -
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a t o r s  a t  5 0 C  p e r  h o u r .  " r  w o r k e d  o n  t h r o u g h  a n d  h a d  t h e  j o b  o f
empty ing  the  huk  pu lp  warehouse  by  sucL ion  fans  ( the  f i r s i  t ime  eve r
a t t e m p t e d  i n  L h e  w o r l d ) .  r  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  p u l p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s
a n d  s o  a s k e d  f o r  a  s a f e t y  r o p e  a n d  b e l t  t o  k e b p  i r o m  b e i n g  c o v e r e d .
and  smothe red .  Thg  nex t  yea r  f  wa rned  the  new man  abou t  I t r u  rope
a n d  b e l t .  I t  w a s  d i s r e g a r d e d  a n d  h e  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  o n  F e b r u a r y  i a t n .
L a t e r  a n o t h e r  m a n  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  t h e  s a m e  w a y . "

l f 9  -  I n  t he  summer  o f  L926  In l i l l i am t rans fe r red  to  M ina t .o r  t o  he lp
z b u i l d  a n o t h e r  s u g a r  b e e L  f a c t o r y .  H e  w o r k e d  t h e r e  a s  c a r p e n -

t e r ' s  h e l p e r ;  a t  t h e  c o a l  p i t s l  a s  t h e  s t o r e  r o o m  a t t e n d a n t ;
a n d  a t  g l a z i n g  g 1 a s s .  L a t e r  h e  w a s  a  p a i _ n t e r r s  h e l p e r .

1 t ' 9  -  I n  t he  fa l1  o f  1926  l , r l i l l i am wen t  back  to  the  Ger ing  fac lo ry
'  as  a  ca rbonar ion  fo reman  fo r  t he  campa ign  and  then  con t i nued

o n  a s  h e a d  p a i n L e r .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .

l l LO  -  f n  t he  sp r ing  o f  L929  Wi l l i am wen t  t o  fa rm some fnd . i an  l and
i n  s o u t h  D a k o t a ,  n o r t h  o f  G o r d e n ,  N e b r a s k a .  w e  d o n ' t  k n o w
h o w  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o r i g i n a t e d  b u t  h e  s i g n e d  a  l e a s e  w i t h  t h e
fnd ians  own ing  the  l and  i n  the  p ine  R idge  rnd ian  Reserva t i on
q n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  r a i s e  f 1 a x .  T h i s  f a r m i n g  v e n t u r e  w a s  a
f a l l u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e  f l a x  s e e d  h e  b o u g h t  w a i  i m p o r t e d  f r o m
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  u n b e k n o w n s t  t o  h i m  w a s  f o r  f i b e r  r a t h e r  t h a n
s e e d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  m a r k e t  f o r  h i s  c r o p .  H e  l o s t  a l l  h e
l n v e s t e d .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  s t o c k  m a r k e t  c r a s h
worse  was  ye t f t o  come-" ' ' '

l f T I  -  r t  w a s  1 9 3 0 .  N e w l y  m a r r l e d  a n d  b r o k e ,  w i l l i a m  t o o k  a  i o b
t - ,  a t  M c C o o k  N e b r a s k a  ( R e d  I , { i 1 1 o w  C o u n t y )  a s  a  R a w l e i g h  P r o d u c t s

r e p r e s e n t a t j - v e  s e l l i n g  h o u s e h o l d  p r o d u c t s  d o o r  t o  d o o r .  A s
w i l l i a m  p u t  i t :  " H a r d s h i p s  c a m e  t h i c k  a n d  f a s t .  "  w i l l i a r n
b e c a m e  v e r y  s i c l c  w i t h  a n  i n f e c t e d  j a w  s o  t h e r e  w e r e  d o c t o r
b i l 1 s  a n d  l o s t  t i m e  o n  t h e  j o b .  F a r m e r s  w h o  h a d  b o u g h t  p r o d . u c t s
w i t h  e v e r y  e x p e c t . a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p a y  t h e m ,  h a d  n o  m o n e y
t o  p a y .  T h e  d e p r e s s i o n  h a d  h i t  h a r d  a n d  W i l l i a m  c o u l d n ' t
c o l l e c t  h i s  a c c o u n t s ,  p q t t l f l g  h i m ,  i n  h l s  w o r d s ,  " p a s t  b r o k e . "

B u t  t h i s  j o b  w a s  l l i a m ' s  f i r s t
s e l l i n g  j o b  a n d  i t  s h o w e d  h i m  a  w a y  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d
e a r n  h i s  l i v i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  1 i f e .  } i l i l l i a m  w a s  a  n a t -
u r a l  s a l e s m a n .  H e  l o v e d  p e o p l e  a n d  h a d  a  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  m a n n e r .
H e  w a s  e n t h u s i a s t . i c  a b o u t  h i s  p r o d u c t ,  h i s  c u s t o m e r s ,  a n d  w a s
a  ha rd  worke r .  W i l l i am had  found  h i s  n i che  i n  the  wor ld  though
h e  p r o b a b l y  d l d n ' t  r e a ] ' i z e  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e .

T h i s  f a i l u r e  w a s  i l l i a m ' s  f a m i l y
r e a l i z e d  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  A f t e r  h i s  d i v o r c e  1 0  y e a r s  l a t e r
t h e r e  w a s  s t i 1 1  a n  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  R a w l e i g h  P r o d u c t s  f o r  $ B O 0  !
r t  s e e m s  t h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  a t  t h i s
t i m e .  T h l s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d e b t s  w i l l i a m  o u t l i n e d  t o  s a v i l l a
L h a t  h e  w a s  s t i 1 l  w o r k i n g  o n  c l e a r l n g  u p .

l f l z  -  A f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  i n  M c C o o k  i n  L 9 3 1 ,  W i l l i a m  m o v e d  t o  F r a n k l i
, ^ q N e b r a s l c a  t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  j o b .  w e  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a L  i t  w a s  b u t

e  s a i d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  L h e  R a w l e i g h  c o r n -
p a n y  h e  w a s  " n o t  p e r m i t t e d "  t o  s t a r t .  H e  t r i e d  c o l l e c t i n g  b u t
p e o p l e  h a d  n o  m o n e y  t o  c o 1 1 e c t ,  s o  n o  1 u c k .

(  Cont  i rn  ued )
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I t 'L3

I t 'L4

-  f n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  L 9 3 2 ,  d e s p e r a t e ,  w i l l i a m  s o l d  h i s  e q u i t y  i nt h e i r  c a r  f o r  g z 8 . 0 0 ,  b i d  h i ;  f a m i i y  l o o a n y . ,  u " a  
" i a w l e d  

o n  af r i e g h t  t r a i n  h e a d l n g  w e s t ,  l o o k i n g ' r 8 i - w o r k ' o r  a n y - t i . r a .  H ef  i na l l y  a r r i ved  a t  h i s  unc ie  '  s  f  a r i l  i n -Lynden ,  wu" i . i . r g to r r .  Hew o r k e d  t h e r e  h a y i n g  a n d  h a r v e s L i n g  f o r  b o a r d  ; " 4 - t t ; - - ; " ,  h o u r .H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  G e r i n g  i n  t h e  f a 1 1 " - -  u g u i '  n y  f r e i g h t ' t r a i n .
-  w i l l i a m  a g a i n  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  s u g a r  f a c t o r y ,  f o r  t h e  c a m p a i g no n l y r  € r s  a  c a r b o n a t o r  h e l p e r .

> ' 4 ^ r W
I t ' L5  -  I n  t he  sp r ing  o f  1933  Wi l l i am

h e a d e d  b a c k  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e
o the rs  the re  where  an  abundance
t h e  s m a l 1  f a r m s .  W i 1 1 l a m  s a i d  :
c o u 1 d ,  f  b o r r o w e d  $ 3 0 . 0 0  f r o m  m v
fami l y .  We  worked  fo r  ou r  boa r i
t hey  though t  we  owed .  "

a g a i n  l e f t  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d
t o  w o r k  f o r  h i s  u n c l e  a n d
o f  f o o d  w a s  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  o n
"By  work ing  and  sav ing  wha t  I
unc le  and  sen t  f o r  my  sma1 l
a n d  l a t e r  f  p a i d  t h e  b a l a n c e

g n c - l e  a n d  n e i g h b o r  t o  s i g n  f o r  b o n d  o n  g o o d s  f r o m  t h e  J . R .w a t k i n s  c o m p a n y ,  r  b o r r o w e d  $ 3 5 . 0 0  f r o m  t h e  b a n k  ( m y - u n c l e
s ign ing  fo r  me  u r rg  a l so  s ign ing  a t  t he  Lynden  Depar lmen t
s t o r e  f o r  o u r  n e e d s ) .  - I  p u t  $ 5 O . O O  i n  a  M o d e l  f ' a " a  p u t  t h eo l h e r  $ 5 . 9 0  o n  f o o d  a n d  g b s .  s t a r t i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  w a t k i n s
D U S l n e s s .  "

l l LT  The  Watk ins  bus iness  con t i nuec l  t h rough  the  yea rs  comb ined
w i t h  o t h e r  p r o f i t a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  l o b s .  i "  L g 3 4  " i - ! u r r "
I l9 ;99 9:T"^ :1 . -?"  ? ld  house and gzo.oo"p i " "  t " fur " " r  per  monrh,

I t L 6  -  Q y o t i n g  W i l l r u r r  a v i n g  g o r  m y

c o u l d n ' t  e n l i s t ,
i ng ton  Sh ipya rds
p roduc  t  s  .

T ? \ l " g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a r r o  , t " f " .  
-  . - i r r u '  

p r i c e  w a s
$ 2 5 0 0 . 0 0 . "  l f l i 1 1 i a m  a n d  s a v i l l a  o p e r a t e J  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  s L o r ea n d  s t a n d a r d  s t a t i o n  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  l e a s f n g  i t  t o  t h eS t a n d a r d  0 i 1  C o m p a n y  f o r  t e n  y e a r s .

l l I B  -  A b o u t  L 9 4 L .  i n a n  e f f o r t  t o  a i d  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t ,  s j - n c e  h e
Wi l l i am wen t  t o  work  a t  t he  Be l i i ngham,  h lash_
f r o n  W o r k s ,  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e 1 1  W a t k i n s

l f I g  -  rn  L943  ! i l i l l i am pu t  ano the r  man  on  h i s  wa tk ins  rou te  and  wen tto  r l l i no i s  r rhe re  he  worked  a t  t he  Doug las  a i . " i u i t  company

t h r o u g h  t h e  f a 1 1  o f  L 9 4 5  a n d  s p r i r r g  o f  W + 0 .  ,
(  Con t inued  )

a t  D e s  P l a i - n e s ,  r 1 1 i n o i s .  H e  s a i d :  " r - e n q u i r e d  a b o u t  a ' b i gc o n t r a c t  o f  v i t a l  w a r  e m e . r g e n c y  a t  D o u g l a s .  T h e y  s e e m e d  t oneed  he lp  bac11y  so  r  s i g f l ed  up  w i th  thJm.  "  He  r vo rked  as  ani n s t a l l e r  t r a i n e e  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s h i f t .  , , F r o m  t r a i n e e  Iw e n t  t o  r n s t a l l e r  3  a n d  r n s t a l l e r  1  - -  a n d  c r e \ ^ /  m a n a g e r r  o f l  t oa s s i s t a n t  f o r e m a n  n o s e  l i n e  a n d  f i n a l  a s s i s t a n t  f o r e m a n  i nt r o u b l e  s h o o t i n g  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  d e p a r t m e n t r  o r '  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a n ton  i n to  f i e ld  and  hangers  by  the  t ime  the  p lan t  shu t  c lown  a tt h e  e n d  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I .
-t- ^ t-\-{1- a-^ - 

1, r-r-,
I t zo  -  When  the  war  ended  t r r l i l l i am s tayed  on  i n  r11 ino i s ,  wo rk ing  fo r
[ ,  l : : i .1T- t " - -E1. : rT+""1 I? ]y facrur  

j .ng corpany 1n Des p ia ines,  i r i .  
-
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l f zL  -  w i l l i am re tu rned  to  Lynden ,  wash l -ng ton  and  took  back  h i s
f f i , ' l l bccess fu l  wa tk ins  dea l l r sh ip .  He  

" i i d ,  
" r  had  a l l  t he  bus iness

a n d  m o r e  t h a n  f  c o u l d  h a n d l e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t . ' ,

l f Z I  " f n  L 9 4 9  - I  t o o k  m y  b r o t h e r  i n  a s  p a r t n e r  a n d  t o o k  W h a t c o m ,
S k a g i t ,  a n d  S a n  J u a n  I s l a n d  C o u n t i e s  o v e r  f o r  W a t k i n s  l l i s t r i b -
u t o r .  w e  j u s t  g o t  i t  g o i n g  w h e n  w e  h a d  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  w e s t
cg?" t  manager  so  wound  up  qu i t t l ng  i t .  "  Th i s  t roub le  und .oub t -
ed l y  had  to  do  w i th  the  l , r l a t k ins  L inamen t  p rob lem.  Bu t  W i l l i am
c o n L i n u e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  w a t k i n s  p r o d u c t s  a n d  a l w a y s  k e p r  s o m e
o n  h a n d  f o r  s e l f ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  f r l e n d s .

/ f 22  -  " f  wen t  t o  r vo rk  fo r  t he  Crowe l l  Co l l i e r  Pub l i sh ing  Company
-  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  w o r k i n g  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  L 1 4  y e a r s  w h e n  r  w b s

$ P r o m o t e d  t o  f i e l d  m a n a g e r . "  W i l l i a m  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  e a r n -
7 - i n g  m a n y  ! f 9 q l r " g  a n d  p r i z e s  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e

w a s  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y  o v e r  b o n u s e s  a n d  h e  q u i t  w h i l e  t h e y  f i g u r e d
i t  o u t .  L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  ( L 9 5 4 )  h e  w e n t  b a c k  t o  w o r k  f b r  t 6 e r n .

a ! L a { L f  a  r + - L ^ 1  L .

1 t ' 2 3  -  B u t ,  s a i d  W i l l i a m :  " f  h a d  a  d o u b l e  c r o s s  f r o m  m y  f o r m e r  b o s s
-  i n  c r o w e l l  c o 1 1 i e r ,  a l s o  m y  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s o  r  q u i t  t h e m . "  H e

w e n t  t o  w o r k  r a i - s i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  n u t r i a  ( a  s m a l 1  f u r  b e a r i n g
a n i m a l )  f r o m  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  i n  S a n d y ,  O r e g o n .

L L + r  i  t r  a n - a  L i , /
l l 2 4  -  W i l l i a m  l n  h i s  l i f e  s k e t c h  f a i l e d  t o  m e n t i o n  s e l l i n g  w a t e r -

l e s s  c o o k w a r e  b u t  i t  r { a s  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s l  p o s s i b l y
- ! , u r i ng  the  t ime  be tween  the  two  pe r iods  he  worked .  f o r  C iowe l l

o t o l l i e r .  T h i s  a l s o  w a s  a  p r o d u c i  w i l l i a m  b e l i e v e d  i n  a n d  h e
d i d  q u i t e  w e l l  w i t h  i t .  H e  u n d o u b t e d l y  c h a n g e d  c o m p a n i _ e s  f o r
b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .

l l 2 5  " f n  O c t o b e r  L 9 5 7  f  s t a r t e d  w o r k  f o r  t h e  O r e g o n  M o t o r  A s s o c -
i a t i o n  ( a a a )  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  i n s u r a n c e . "  M o r e  t r o p h i e s  - -
b e c a u s e  W 1 1 l i a m  a l w a y s  s u c c e e d e d ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  h e  s o t a .  W h a t
h e _ r e a l l y  s o l d  w a s  h i m s e l f .  H e  w o u l d n ' t  s e 1 1  a n y t h i n g  h e  d i d n ' t
b e l i e v e  i n  a n d  p e o p l e  k n e w  i t . .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  s e c r e t  o i  h l s

/  s u c c e s s .  } i l i t h  t h i s  j o b  h e  w a s  o n  t h e  r o a d  a  1 o t .  H e  w o n
m a n y ,  m a n y  p r e m i u m s  i n c l u d l n g  t w o  t y p e w r i t e r s ,  w a t c h e s ,  r a d i o s ,
w a f f 1 e  1 r o n s ,  t o a s t e r s ,  e t c .

1 t ' 2 6  -  w i 1 1 1 a m  s t u d i e d ,  t h e n  t o o k  o u t  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  l i c e n s e  i n
A r i z o n a  ( p a s s l n g  i t  o n  M a r c h  L 4 ,  1 9 6 L  )  a n d  b e c a m e  a  s u c c e s s f u l
r e a l t o r ,  w o r k i n g  f o r  K e l l e r  R e a l t y  c o m p a n y  j - n  s e d o n a ,  A r j z o n a .
He  had  me t  the  Ke l l e rs  when  he  bough t  t he  sandy ,  Oregon  p rop -
e r t y  f rom Ke l1e rs ,  and  fo l l owed  them to  A r j - zona .  Na iu ra l t y -
W i l l i a m  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  a t  s e l l i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  t o o ,  o f t e n  s e l l i n
t h e _ v e r y  h o u s e s  t h e y  l i v e d  i n .  A f t e r  a r r ,  t o  a  s a l e s m a n ,  a  g o o
d e a l  i s  a  g o o d  d e a l  !

L t -+{-  L .4- t  - \ -^  t^  ^  -

r n  L 9 7 6  w i l l i a m  s o l d  h i s  l a s t  p l a c e  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  o r e g o n .
R e L i r e d  !

THE FOLLOWING THREE PAGES CONTAIN AN ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM'S L IFE,
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t  No t  hav ing  any th ing  to  do ,  r  wo rked  a t  odd  j obs  when  r  cou ld
g e t  t h e m .  r  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  w o r k  i n  G e r i n g ,  N e b r a s k a  a t  t h e  G r e a t
W e s t e r n  S u g a r  C o m p a n y .  f  w o r k e d  t h e  b e e t  s e a s o n ,  a r o u n d  1 0 0  d a y s .
rn  the  sp r ing  Roy  ca rm ichae l  and  r  t ook  a  s ide  doo r  pu l lman
( f r e i g h L  t r a i n ) t o  c h e y e n n e ,  w y o m i n g .  r t  s t a r t e d  t o  s n o w  s o  w e
b o u g h t  a  t i c k e t  o n  a  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n  f o r  C a s p e r ,  w y o m i n g .  A r r i v i n g
t h e r e , - w €  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  w o r k  i n  o i l  f i e l d s  a n d  w e r e  h e l p i n g  b u i l d
a  b i g  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  w a t e r  w a s  n o t  d r l n k a b l e  s o  w e  q u i t .  N o t  h a v -
i n g  m o n e y  f o r  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  c a s p e r :  w o  s t a r t e d  o u t  o n  t h e  6 0  o r
B 0  m i l e  t r i p  o n  f o o t .  A  t r u c k e r  g a v e  u s  a  r i d e  t o  c a s p e r .  w e
s l a r t e d  o u L  e a c h  m o r n i n g  a n d  m a d e  t h e  r o u n d s  o f  a l l  t h e  p l a n t s
l o o k i n g  f o r  a n y  k i n d  o f  r u o r k .  T h e r e  w e r e  5 0  p e o p l e  f o r  L v e r y  j o b .
w e  h u 9  a  p l a c e  t o  b o a r d  a n d  r o o m  ( a f t e r  r  p u t  u p  m y  K o d a k  f o r  i e c -
u r i t y ) .  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s p l i r  u p  a n d  i f  e i t h e r  o l  u s  g o r  a  j o b  w e
w o u l d  b o t . h  e a t  ( t h i s  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  E a r l  F o s t e r ,  w h o  a p p a i e n t l y
j o i n e d  h i m  a t  s o m e  p o i n L ) .  f  c a m e  b a c k  o n e  d a y  a n d  h e  h a a  l e f t  t h e
p l a c e  w e  w e r e  s t a y i n g  a t .  L a t e r  f  h e a r d  h e  w e n t  h o m e .  T h e  Z n d  d a v
a l o n e  f  r e c e i v e d  w o r k  a t  t h e  S t a n d a r d  O i l  R e f i n e r y  w o r k i n g  t h e
yards and loading 

"ok&% a.*^,"*t ,-*--r
I  wo rked  i n to  Ju l y  and  though t  I  wou ld  t r y  t he  ha rves t  f i e l ds .

F i n d i n g  n o t h i n g ,  r  w e n t  t o  m y  p a r e n t r s  h o m e  f b r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  t h e n
tooJ<  a_ f re igh t  t ra in  to  cheyenne ,  wyoming  and  l ooked  up  Le roy  ca r -
m i c h a e l .  H e  w a s  b e i n g  l e t  o u t  o f  h i s  j o b  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  w i t h
m e  t o  t h e  w e s t  C o a s t  t o  l o o k  f o r  w o r k .  W e  d e c l d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e
nex t  even ing  and  he  came j -n  say lng  the re  was  a  1o t  o f  wo rk  i n  F lo r -
i d a ,  w h y  n o t  g o  t h e r e ?  E n o u g h  s a i d .  w e  l e f t  t h e  s a m e  n i g h t ,  g o i _ n g
e a s t  i n s t e a d  o f  w e s t .  w e  t r a v e l e d  t o  O m a h a ,  N e b r .  t h e n  t h r o u g h
c o u n c i l  B l u f f s  t o  K a n s a s  c i t y ,  M o .  G o t  o n  w r o n g  t r a i n  a n d  w o u n d
u p  i n  H a n a b a l ,  M o . ,  t h e n  s t .  L o u i s  a n d  o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h  o n  t h e
w a y  t o  F l o r i d a .  T h e y  w e r e  r e a 1 1 y  r u g g e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  f o r  r i d i n g
f r e i g h t s  s o  w e  s t a r t e d  h i L c h  h i k i n g .  w e  w o u n d  u p  i n  A t l a n t a ,  

-

G e o r g i a ,  t h e n  o n  s o u t h  ( p e a c h  c o u n t r y )  a n d  r e c e i v e d  w o r k  w i t h
pack ing  and  sh ipp ing  peaches .  f  was  Lhe  shed  fo reman  and  he  was
i n  c h a r g e  o f  l o a d i n g  t h e m  i n  P a c i f i c  F r u i t  E x p r e s s  c a r s .

Larer we 
"nuruat#p ff i"  rr ied work-

i n g  o n  t h e  d o c k s ,  u n l o a d i n g  b i g  s h i p s .  L e r o y  g o L  r e a l  s i c k  s o  I
w i r e d  m y  d a d  t o  g e t  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  f r o m  t h e  b a n k  w h e r e  m y  c r e d i t  w a s  g o o d .
H e  s e n t  t h e  m o n e y  a n d  w e  b o u g h L  a  B u i c k  f o r  $ 5 0 . 0 0  a n d  s t . a r t e d
h o m e ,  B e t t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  M e m p h l s ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  w h e r e  w e  r a n  j - n t o  t h e
b a c k  o f  a  F o r d  t h a t  s t o p p e d  w i t h o u t  s i g n a l l i n g .  T h e y  t r i e d  t o  g e t
t . h e  p o l i c e  t o  a r r e s t  u s  b u t .  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  w o r d  o f  h o w  i t  h a d
h a p p e n e d  f r o m  f i r e m e n  t h a t  h a d  w i t n e s s e d  i t .  w e  f i x e d  a  f l a t
t i r e  a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  L h r o u g h  A r k a n s a s .  T h e  a u t o m o b i l e  w a s  n o w  i n
b a d  s h a p e  a n d  w e  s o l d  i t  f o r  $ 2 5 . 0 0  a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  t o  G i b b o n ,  N e b r . ,
b u m m i n g  r i d e s  o n  f r e i g h t s .  w e  s L a y e d  a t  m y  f o l k ' s  p l a c e  f o r  a
w h i l e  a n d  t h e n  f  s i g n e d  o n  a g a i n  a t  t h e  G r e a t  l { e s t e r n  S u g a r  C o .  a t
Ger ing ,  Nebraska .  f  i , qo rked  the  season  the re  and  then  worked  p i ck -
i ng  co rn ,  ba i l i ng  h t r * .e - t c .  l r nd  o the r  odd  j obs .  

_  _
B y  a b o u t  1 9 2 6  f  h a d  a  s t e a d y  j o b  a t  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  S u g a r  C o m p a n y

a t  G e r i n g ,  N e b r a s k a .  A  1 o t  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  w e r e  o u t  o f  w o r k  a n d  r
d i d n ' t  r e a 1 1 y  k n o w  h o w  l u c k y  I  w a s  t o  h a v e  h e a l t h  a n d  a  s t e a d y  j o b .
r  r e a 1 1 y  ( n o w  t h a t  r  l o o k  b a c k  o n  i t )  w a s ,  s o  r  t h o u g h t ,  b e t t e r
t h a n  m o s t .  T h i s  w e n t  o n  f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  t h e n  t h i n g s  s t a r t e d
h a p p e n i n g .
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Y  A l o n g  w i t h  m y  j o b ,  r  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  r e n t a l  l a n d  ( 1 6 0  a c r e s )  o n
t h e  P i n e  R i d g e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  s o u t h  D a k o t a .  r  t h e n  l e a s e d  z o o
m o r e  a c r e s  f o r  c r o p s ,  a l l  f r o m  I n d i a n s .  I  c a m e  h o m e  a n d  m a r r i e d
i n  L 9 2 9  a n d t h i n g s  s t a r L e d  h a p p e n i n g  t o  m e  f r o m  L h a t  d a t e  o n .  C r o p s
y e l e  g o o d  b u t  p r i c e s  l o w  s o  r  t o o k  a  b i g  l o s s  i n  f i n a n c e s .  r
had  g i ven  up  my  job  (my  hea r t  on  mak ing  a  l o t  o f  money )  and  worked
some o f  t he  p rope rLy .  when  th ings  bec ime  worse  r  s i gned  up  w i th
t h e  W . T .  R a w l e i g h  C o .  f o r  t e r r l t o r y  a t  M c C o o k ,  N e b r a J k a ,  n b d  w i . t t o w
coun ty .  Th ings  were  no t  good  and  i t  was  ha rd  to  ge t  by ' ,  be ing
m a r r i e d  a n d  a  l o t  o f  e x t r a  e x p e n s e s .  B u L  f  w o r k e d  h a r h  u n L i l  J u n e
o f  1 9 3 0 ,  w h e n  w i t h o u t  a n y  w a r n i n g ,  r  b e c a m e  s e r i o u s l y  i l l .  r  w a s
u n a b l e  t o  w o r k  a n d  t h e  d o c t o r  b i l l s .  p i l e d  u p  - - a l s o  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s .
f  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  e v e n  g o  o u t  t o  m a k e  c o l l e c t i b n s  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  f
b e c a m e  f l a t  b r o k e .  N o  h e a l t h  a n d  d o c t o r  b i 1 l s  k e p t  c l i m b i n g  a l o n g
w i t h  a l l  o t h e r s  a n d  I  f i n a l l y  l o s t  m y  c a r  a n d  h a d  n o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
I  h e a r d  o f  t h e  M a y o  C l i n i c  a t  R o c h e s t e r ,  M i n n e s o t a  a n d  w r o l e  t h e m .

-  I f r q  Mayo  C l i n i c  r  . r fO  come the re
a n d  h a d , e n o u g h  m o n e y  f o r  a  w e e k ' s  s t a y ,  t h e y  w o u l d  s e e  m e  t h r o u g h .
T h i n g s  l o o k e d  r e a l  b a d .  N o  m o n e y r  f l o  c o l l e t t l o n s .  r  h a d  r e n t e d
t h e  l e a s e d  l a n d  t o  a  m a n ,  g i v i n g -  m e  \  o f  t h e  c r o p  r a i s e d  a n d  r  h a d
t rg t  hea rd  any  more  f rom h i rn .  r -d id  no t  know wha i  t o  do .  r  now
a l s o  h a d  a  s o n  r r r q  a l o n g  w i t h  t l r u ! _ e x p e n s e ,  a n d / t h e  w i f e  d o c t o r i n g
w i t h  o n e  d o c t o r  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  b i 1 1 s  i c e p t  c l i m b i n s .

rhen rhe L9'g ".ui6tilt,Yt-ftffitat-?a# rrom Baresland,
s . D .  a n d a  c h e c k  f o r  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  - -  m y  t o l a l  a m o u n L  d u e  m e  f o r  r e n t  o n
a l l  t h e  1 a n d .  I  t o o k  L h e  t r a i n  i r o m  G i b b o n ,  N e b r a s k a  f o r  M a y o ' s .
Now my-we igh t  had  gone  down  f rom a round  165  pounds  to  87  po r r r rd " .
. r  c o u l d  b a r l y  w a 1 k .  M a y o ' s  f o u n d  m y  t r o u b l e ^ ,  i n f e c t i o n  o r  1 h e  j a w
b o n e ,  c a u s e d  b y  a  d e n t i s t  k i l l i n g  t L e  n e r v e  i n  a  t o o t h .  r  p a i d ,
M a y o ' s  $ 3 0 . 0 0  9 n  m y  t o L a l  b i 1 1 ,  l e a v i n g  m e  o w i n g  t h e m  $ 7 0 . 0 b .  T h i st ook  me  ove r  t5  vea rs ; l t r y1  d t r  a r  no  i n re res r

My bi l1s high r 'aaff i  rrain ro Lynden,
a s h i n g t o n  w h e r e  m y  u n c . l e  l i v e d  i n  r 9 3 z  - -  m y  n i t r "  n o w  o ' o " . "  $ 8 , 0 0 0 .T  s t i l l  w a s  t t o !  a b l e  t o l a o  m u c h .  I  h e l p e d  h a i v e s t .  f  t o o k  a  t r e i g f r t

t r a in  back  Lo  Ger ing  wh 'e re  r  was  ab le  Lo  ge t  a  j ob  du r ing  the  
" *g i ,

" 9 t  
c a m p a i g n  a t  - $ 3 . 4 0  _ p e r  d a y .  A  l o a n  f i o m  u n . c l e  } [ i l l  6 e 1 p e d  m E

r i n g  m y  w i f e  a n d  s o n  ( a n d  n o w  r  h a d  a n o t h e r  c h i 1 d ,  a  g i r l )  a n d
a u g h t e r  t o  w a s h i n g L o n .  E a r l i e r  r  h a d  h e l p e d  h a r v e s t  f o r  2 ] , +  a n
our  and  now my  w i fe  and  r  wo rked  fo r  unc le  w i l l  f o r  ou r  boa rd
er  wi th  the house work and .me around _th_e !ur_r  _and- in  the garden.

rn rhe fall of lt3tmy un.te--nil-nE!6ffi
r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e )  s i g n e d  m y  b o n d  f o r  9 2 1 1 . 0 0
o .  f  w o r k e d  r e a l  h a r d ,  d s  b e s l  f  c o u l d  w i t h
n d . 1 i L ! 1 "  b y  l i r r l e ,  I  w a s  a b l e  r o  b u i l d  m y
o o d  w i l l  o f  m y  c u s L o m e r s .  S i n c e  t h e n  a  l o t

n e s s  i n c r e a s e d .

who  f  had  worked  fo r
t o  t h e  J . R .  W a t k i n s
s t i l 1  p o o r  h e a l t h ,

s t o c k  a l s o  w i t h  L h e
o f  t hem have  become

y  v e r y  g o o d  f r i e n d s  a n d  s t i 1 l  a r e .  T h e y ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m ,  d i d n ' L
a v e  a n y t h i n g  a n d ,  s o  g a v e  u s  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g a r d e n  t h i n g s  L o  e a t

w e n t  t o  t h e  b a n k  a n d  b o r r o w e d  $ 3 5 . 0 0  t h a t  b o u g 6 t  a  c h e a p  M o d e l  T
i L h  n o  l o c k s  o n  t h e  d o o r s .  f  L r a d e d  c a r s  f o r  b e l t e r  o n e s  a s  b u s -
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EE Our  mar r i age  was  no t  good  and  we  wound  up  w i th  a  d i vo rce .
W h e n  S a v i l l a  l e f t  ( b y t h a t - t i m e  f  h a d  p r e t r y  l o o d  c r e d i t )  m e  f o r
a n o t h e r  ( m e e t i n g  h i m  i n  c a l i f o r n i a ) ,  r  a t  l e a s t  t h o u g h t  r  h a d
t h i n g s  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  r  s t i 1 1  o w e d  a  1 o t  o f  m o n e y  a r o u n d  $ 8 , 0 0 0
A 1 1  t h e s e  b i 1 1 s  c o s t  m e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  L O %  i n t . e r e s t .  f  w a s  a b l e  t o
k e e p  m o s t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  B e f o r e  t h e  x  w i f e  l e f t ,  h e r  n a m e  s t i 1 l
on  my  c red i t ,  t he  b i l 1s  came in  a  bunch  and  kep t  comi -ng .  Her  doc -
t o r s  ( m a n y  d l f f e r e n t  o n e s )  a n d  b i l 1 s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r e s .  T r u n k s
s J r i t . _  c a s e s ,  a n d  c l o t h e s  g a l o r e .  r  c o u l d n ' t  m a k e  m y s e l f  b e l i e v e
she  had  run  up  tha t  many  b i l l s .  f  w ro te  he r  abou t  

- t f r e  
d i f f e ren t .

ones  and  asked  i f  she  had  cha rged  them.  When  f  wa i ted  a round .  t r , vo
m o n t h s  a n d  n o  w o r d ,  r  s t a r L e d  t o  p a y  o n  t h e m  a l o n g  w i t h l t h e  o t h e r
th ings I  had to  pay.  

!  r  l - t ,  1_-  L_a;r : r -
The  war  came a long  and  i n  L942  r  was  ab le  to  ren t  ou t  t he

h o m e  a n d  t h e  o i l  s t a t i o n .  r  t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  u . s .  A r m e d
f o r c e s  t h r e e  t i m e s .  N o  l u c k .  T h e n  t o o k  u p  w e l d i n g  a n d  w e n t  t o
w o r k  a t  t h e  s h i p  y a r d s .  L a t e r  r  s i g n e d  u p  t o  w o r k  f o r  D o u g l a s
A i r  c r a f L  a L  P a r k  R i d g e ,  r l l i n o i s .  r  s t a r t e d  a L  s t a r t i n g  p a y  a n d
w o u n d  u p  a s s i s t a n t  f  o r e m a n .  I  w a s  t r o u b l - e  s h o o t e r  o n  a l l  o o s i - t i o n s
f r o m  a s s e m b l y  l i n e s  i n  t h e  h a n g e r  t o  t h e  f i e l d .

A f te r  t he  war  l  came back  to
L y n d e n  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  f a i l u r e  a t  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d  s t a r t . e d  u p  m y  w a t -
k i n s  r o u t e  a g a i n .  T h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  L 9 4 6 .  L a t e r  f  b e c a m e

d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  w a t k i n s  P r o d u c t s  i n  t h r e e  c o u n L i e s .  r  h a d  7 9
r e p r e s e n t a t l v e s .  W h e n  b u s i n e s s  w a s  g o o d  t h e  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  c a m e
up  and  demanded  Lha t  I  pu t  i n  more  adve r t i s i ng  Lhan  f  ea rned  i n
p r o f i t .  T h i s  e n d e d  i t .

r  t hen  r " ; ; - ; ;  sh ing  company
a n d  a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  e n d e d  u p  a s  f i e l d  m a n a g e r .  B y  k e e p i n g  p r o -
p e r t y ,  t h e  v a l u e  w a l s  u p ,  l e L t i n g  m e  a t  l a s t  s e l l  s o m e .  A f t e r  a l l
t h e  b a d  y e a r s  r  w a s  a b l e  t o  p a y  o f f  m y f l e b t s  i n  f u 1 l  i n  L 9 5 4 .  r L
t o o k  o v e r  L 4  y e a r s  a n d  a l l  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  r  n o w  h a v e  a r e  f r o m  m y
F a t h e r  i n  H e a v e n .  I  l o v e  H i m  a n d  H i s  S o n  w i t h  a l l  m v  h e a r t .

f  a l s o  m a r r i e d  r  m a t e  i n  I g 5 4 .
w e  a r e  n e a r i n g  2 4  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r  n o w .  H e r  n a m e  i s  M i l d r e d .  w e
m a r r i e d  2  J u l y  L 9 5 4  i n  R e n o ,  N e v a d a .  N o t  l u c k ,  j u s t  t h e  L o r d ' s
b l e s s i n g .  M y  o n l y  p a y m e n t  t o  H i m  i s  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  H i m .

H^flrbmar^1^frL, !

o^t ,t-fu
J,a- Jo

Mr)
/^-
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No doubt there were many memorable experiences for William but the one we
most remember him speaking dF was the "GrebL l{atkins Linamenl Travesty. " I{atkins
had an excellent linament but they didn't sell it only as an external rernedy but
as an internal one as well. It seemed thaL a teaspoon or so of red linament
taken in a glass of warm water was an aid to overcomj-ng the stomach flu. The
salesmen were instructed to sell it for this purpose and William himself was sold
on the use of it for Lhis purpose, taking it himself and giving it Lo his family.
The trouble was that Watkins was not. paying a tax required for int.ernal medica-
tions. When it came to light there was a big court case concerning it. If lost,
Watkins would have to pay penalties plus back taxes for many years. Watkins Co.
could go under!

William's supervisors asked him to testify that he and other sales people
had not been instructed by the company to sell linament as an internal medicine.
WillTam had too rmrch inlegrity to purjure himself and instead left the company.
That rmrst have been a very difficult step because he liked and believed in the
products, knew them well, and was very successful, at that time being over most
of the northwest United StaLes. His descendents appreciate his good example!

II{AFilIIHG JNftS
H e o,l+h *al/or

Excluding during the trying Depression times, when William changed jobs
jt was for a variety of good reasons. With lrratkins it was a matLer of integrity.
With Crowell Collier it was a problern with his supervisors who evident.ly did not
keep their promises regarding bonuses. William would be one to stand up to
his superiors if he felt certain he was bejng dealt with unfairly. ft was
their 1oss. Top notch salesmen like l{illiam Bliss do not grow on every Lree.

One time William changed jobs
bronchitis and expected the Arizona
for selling rea]................ --e_s_t,at_e was there.

for health reasons. He appeared to have
climate to benefit him. The opportunity
He grabbed it, and of course, succeeded.



William had many experiences with self emplolmrent jncluding a very early
ternpt at hog farming, about whigh we have no-details, except Ehat he-didn't

t1y "make a ki-11ing." Ttris idea apparently stayed with him though because
there $/as a plan for Wilbur to go into a hog raising venture with him after he
(Wifnurl finished high school.

Flax farruing on the Sioux fndian Reservation r{ras an effort aL self employ-
ment that fai-Led partly because of having the wrong seed and parLly because the
Depression had begun and prices had dropped.

To be a dealer in a home products company is real1y to be self employed --
in business for yourself. Therefore, when William sold Rawleiglr products in
1931 and began w-ith Watkins products in 1934, he was rea11y self employed.
A reaL "busin<lss head" was needed to succeed arrd as detailed earlier, William
was very successful with Watkins products. Wilbur remembers going with him
Lo Lhe train depot to pick up shipnents of products the farmers had orderedl
filling the car and strapping some to running boards and fenders. He would
irmnediately.begin the rounds Lo deliver them. Wil-bur said his dad rea11y needed
a Lruck.

Itraving been so recently impoverished., the opening of a gas station and
neighborhood store in [,ynden, I{ashington was a rather surprising venture for
Willian. He bouglrt a large old house on the nain street in Lynden for $50.00
dor^m and converted the fronl of it for business purposes. Ttre family lived
in Lhe back arrd upstairs. He continued his lfatkins business and toglther he
and Savilla klpt both businesses going. There was some hired help, but only
a minirmrm amount. They built up a successful business together.

t - > a - r ^ ' ^ ' L ^ b '
Wilbur remernbers the store and gas station fondly -- except when he had the

nnmps and whooping cough at the same time and his molher was too busy in the
store to give hjm mrch TLC. He remernbers the time drunken sailors were in Lhe
store buying fireworks. One actually lit a Roman candle in the store, endanger-
ing everyone iurd everything. William bod:ily removed hjm, showi.ng amazing
strengLh. Ttre Roman candle shot out front, narrowly rnissing the glass tank of
the gas pr:rnp that rnras filled with gasoline (the old gravity feed type). tr{hat
an explosion that nearly was! In 1937, probably wanting a more normal home 1ife,
Wi1liam leased the property to Standard 0i1 Comparry and t a home elsewhere.

in 1955. WilliamA different kind of
and Mildred had bought over 50 acres of land near Sandy, Oregon and William de-
cided, to go intophe frrr busj-ness. He bought cages, bougfil nutria (a slrnll fur-
bearing an:i:nal sirniJar to mink) and began breeding and raising them. Not afraid
of hard work, Williarr-put his all into it. For whatever reasons, he becarne dis-
enchanted in a couple of years and went baok to se11ing. Perhaps even then

wearing animal skins was beconing unpopular & William realized i.t.
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W i l l i a m  h e l p i n g
f a r m  a t  a g e  L 6

S e l l i n g  R a w l e i g h
P r o d u c t s  1 9 3 0

Haze l  &  Ted  Eck lun  P lace  abou t  L923
when  Wi l l i am worked  the re

W i l 1 1 a m  a t  t h e

S u g a r  F a c t o r y  i n

G e r i n g ,  N e b r a s k a

L925
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l. WILLIAM BLISS, M554, suggested' Lorqua tube assetnbly
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I No. 5703783 be contpletcly asscrlnltlad in one depattrnente
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#1 - Durihg the years between L922 ar.d his marriage in L929, Wil-liarn worked and

1ived f,".r" *ra there, iqqludirrg in Casper, Igom:ing, Gibbon, $r11C' end
other Nebraska towns, and South Dakota. Details on homes and addr-esses
are unavailable.

ItZ - Mtails of Williarn's and Savilla's first home after they were inarried are

business there he agd Savilla were reduced to selling furrriture'agrd house-
hold belongings i.n order to eat. ttris was t929.

#3 - Indianola, Nebraska. No j.nfornntion available but both Savilla and !ililliam
stated they tived in Indianola briefly shortly after tnetr.rnrriage. Savilla
wrote Williaru letters there while in Gering at her parentsl home awaiting
the birth of Wilbur in 1930.

#4 - Frankhn, Nebraska * no information availabtre. '

/t5 - C'ering, Nebraska -- llg32 - 1933. AcLr:ally, during imost of the time

rnctre's farm to support the fAnrily.

116 - he fanrtly lived at William's llncle Will's home working for him for room
and board lrhile getting situated. Wtratcom Cor:nty, Washington was a beauti-
fu1 place of dairy and-chicken.ranches, orchards, fir and pine trees and
fresir air. It wai very refreshing after leaving the dust bowl that Nebraska
w€rs at that time.

#7 - In 1934 !ililliam bougfit an old house in Lynden, Washington and converted
the f,ronr of it-to a gas station and neighborhood store. He pqid $2500.00
for it $50.00 down and $20.00 plus inter,est a monttr; Later ha leased it
to Stagdard Oil Comparry-for ten years, making enougfr to pay for all the
improvenenLs etc. EVentUal-Ly it was sold.

//8 - About tgi36 the farnily movea to a house out ig the_cor:nlrY.near l4mden,
Washington. Ttris hotrse had'glass dogrs and glass door handles and the
ctdldr:en ca11ed it "Ttre G-1ass,House."

//9 - About Lg37 William bougfrt 
"'norr". 

on the Guide lteridian (a N/S roadway
that makes a straight line from Canada to Seattle). Savilla and ctrildren
left from thj.s house lm L94A. Tlrere were two houses on the property. On
the north side of the house there was a driveway arrd thgur an apple orclrard.

(Continued)
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Wilbur remernbers a pear tree that was so loaded with pears the branches
couldn't support then. fn one letter to Savilla, Wi11i-am said: 'Our

pear tree is loaded to the ground.,..No one c€rn can them like you or cook
nearly so good." Here they raised chickens, ducks and Banty chickens.

llLO - A year or so after Savilla left him, William rented out the largest
house and moved into the small one. Wilbur said it was very small.
Thi-s was about L94L.

lfLI - Ttre house on the Guide must have been sold because Wilbur renenbers his
father was renting a house in Lynden lfrren he spent the sunrner -- probably
L943.

{tIT - William rnarried and moved to a little whlte frame house in Palatine,
Illlnois. There is a picture of that house and Wilbur remernbers iL

quite well -- especially where the sun beat in and killed his wkrite
rat whi.ch had been left in a cage while they went to an amusement park.

NtL3 - Returning to Lynden, William bouglrt arrother piece of property on thg
G'ride Meridian nhere he had a smal1 house built in L946. Later he
sold ttris place to his nephew, Lloyd Fox (l,i1ah's son).

ItL4 - - Beirrg a traveling sn1esps11, Will1an.llved-1argetr;y- in*hot-e-lB-.and,-ap-a-rt- ,
ments betgeeu. 1948 _&_-1954._, Ee,.kepE hig,hore-plae_e_-in LWrden_"-Lo-*eoJE"hone-l_o

- rstplp.yet po.s,Fible, *_-Ee- Fen!*r1r9_gey_tp,l{i!dred*-tq 11g1<e_ p41@ps_qp*!fagp*?q{_' 
aar-&-haa foifr paid off before they were nnrried in 1954.

lfLs - Wi11iam, ltildred, Arlene and Jariet lived from 1954 to 1957 in Gladstone,
Oregon at 1510 Windsor Drive. Mildred had sold her home in Bellinglrun Lo
go towards ttr-is lovely home and in addition was working full tjme to help
it fit w-ithin their budgeL. Son Merle had remalned in Bellingfuam to
complete school. He then stayed at Mt. Vernon working and later married
a Mt. Vernon gir1.

ItL6 - In 1955 Mildred and William bought acreage in Sandy, Oregon in beautiful
strrroundings. I?rey bought 20 acres and later enouglr more to make 53.64
acres on Bear Creek. fn years to come they would sub-divide part of i-t.
They sold WilU.am's cousin (and good friend), Harold Shively an acre near
wlrere their home was to be built. fn a letter I'tildred said: "I know
they're going to love it out there r:nder the big trees -- so peaceful
and quiet after living in tor'n:. " trltren they bougttt the properLy, a
small house stood on the grounds. In 1957 Lhey sold the Gladstone house.
At first Mildred rented an apartrrcnt in Oregon City wtrile the girls were
in school. William lived ln the little house at Sandy raisi.ng Nrtria and
nraking improvements as his rrork schedule perrnitted. Ttrey finished the
inside of the 1itt1e house and Mildred and Janet joined him there. Ttris
was about 1958.

lfLT - frrey bought the Sandy property througlr Keller Realty and William became
jnterested in selling real estate. Keller Realty relocated in Sedona,
Ari"zona and William and Mildred followed them there. Williarn's sister
Goldie moved into the little house at Sandy. lhis was about 1961

William had been suffering from bronctritis and they rrere told he
would find relief in Arizona. Iitren they decided to make the move, they
rented a U ltraul trailer arrd packed it rd-ith part of their belongings. llre
remainder of their ttrings they left in the care of daugfrter Arlene and
husband and off they went to Arizona. (Continued)
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Mildred went to work in Flagstaff as a keygn-rnch operator for Anny
Anrnunition wtrile Williarn sold real estate in the canyon. She made the daily
conmute up the morurtain and back winter and sumrer' Her jg'b was stressfult
as eu3 error could have sent an American ship to the wrong destination.
Fortgnately a few years later she rrras able to transfer to the Forestry
Department.

Ttreir first home in Sedona was a srnall apartment. they rented for about
four months.

ttLB - Ttre William Blisses then bougfit a 1O X 50 ft. rnobj-1e home and lived at
the Sedona Trailer Court for nearly 16 months.

tltg - T?rey theg bouglrt a beautiful 1ot at Ilarmony ltills Subdivision in Sedona
and moved their-urobi-le hone there on September 18, L962.

fn 1963 l,tildred had to return to Oregon to look after her father. She
lived in the little house on the Sandy property while William continued
on in their nobile home. Stre expected him to folloLr her to Oregon but
he apparently never for:nd a stopping place. So after her father died
Itildred agai.n joined Williarn in Sedona.

ItzO - tl33 - Being a real estate salesman, William natr-rrally couldn't resist a
good bgy - or a good sale. ftrirteen times they bougfrt houses and William
iola tfrem again there in the beautiful Red Rock country of Sedona, Arizona.
frlis was proUabty good busirress but a little hard on home life. But they
saw it as a way to finance their drearn retirement home back in Sandy.

One place Mlldred especially loved was a ranch style home on Ll actes.
IL had a beautiful big fireplace and was named "Rebel Rartch" even before
they bougbt it. But William sold i-t, as always. trrlilliam couldn't resist
a gbod sale even if it was their oran home. Sometimes they were hardly
rmpacked before they moved again.

Drrring the Sedona years Wilbur's farnily often spent their vacations
lv:ith Williarn and lfildred. Ttrey loved iL there in that beautiful country
William and Mildred had come to love almost as much as their Sandy prop-
erty. William knew all the beautiful-EilTnteresting places that ordinary
tourists would have rrissed.

lN34 and Nl35 - Somewhere in there William and Mildred lived awhile in both
Albuquerque, New Merico and Phoenix, Arizona. Ttrey had gone to both p_1aces
hoprng Wittiarn could find relief for his severe bronchitis. No relief
came and they hated it rhere.

tf36 - For several years Williaur and Mildred had been studying house plans and
drearning about the home they would build on their beautiful Oregon pro-
perty. Finally it was accomplished, with William overseeing every detail.
It would be built with 2 X 6 inch studs and very well insulated. Ilre
placing of the picture windows to provide the most beautiful view was
carefully plarrred. Ttre most modern converriences were included -- even
a brrilt in vactnrm cleaner.

At last their dream home was built and they moved permanently back
horne to Sandy, Oregon, 41841 Kleinsrnith Road, rigfrt on Bear Creek. Ttre
years there were nore linited than planned but just as wonderful as dreamed.
frrey were able to enjoy it together less than si.x years before Willian
died in L982.



N 0rr r  f i rs t  renta l  was a wood shack next  to  an o ld house for

$ 3 . 5 0  a  m o n t h .  T h e n  v e  r e n t e d  f o r  $ 1 0 . 0 0  a  m o n t h  a  v a c a n t  h o u s e .
L a t e r  I  b o u g h l  a  h o u s e  f o r  $ 1 6 5 0 . 0 0 ,  p a y i n g  $ 5 0 . 0 0 _ d o w n  a n d  $ 1 5 . 0 0
per  mon lh .  I  had  bough t  an  o ld  house  be fo re  tha t  f o r  $2500 .00 ,
3 : O . O O  d o w n  a n d  $ 2 5 . 0 0  p e r  m o n L h .  L a t e r  I  r e m o d e l e d  i t  s o m e  a n d
pu l  i n  a  S tandard  O i1  s ta t i on .  We l i ved  i n  t he  back  and  upsLa i r s
ind  a l so  i t  was  head  qua r te rs  fo r  my  Watk ins  P roduc ts  bus iness .

THE ABOVE PARAGRAPH WAS FOUND AMONG WTLLIAMIS WRITINGS AND GIVES A
LITTLE DETATL ABOUT THE FIRST HOMES HE HAD IN THE LYNDEN, WASHTNG_
TON AREA.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  S t o r e  i n
Lynden .  Fami l y  l i ved  the re

U n c l e  W i l l ' s  H o u s e  i n  L y n d e n

H o m e  i n  P a l a t i n e ,  I l l i n o i s
F i r s t  h o u s e
in  Lynden .

w i t h

on  Gu ide  Mer id i
T h a t ' s  T r i x i e

S a v i l l a

H o u s e  W 1 1 1 i a m t o n
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Wil l iam enjoyed reasonablY
Lhough there were some Per iods

good  hea l th  du r ing  mos t  o f  h i s  l i f e '
of i l lness. 

ry, X_^-t<-fioJ,r
fn 1930 he had what  he descr ibed as an in fect ion of  t .he jaw

bone.  This  caused h j - rn  a 1ot  o f  misery and he Lold of  spending a
lo t  t ha t  t hey  cou ldn ' t  a f f o rd  on  l oca l  doc to rs  and  ge t t i ng  no
re l i e f .  t r ' i nb l l y ,  he  wro te :  "Go t  re l i e f  a t  Mayo  B ro the rs  a t  Roch -
ester ,  Mi .nnesota."  He t .urned to  $a-yg Brothers again in  la ter  years.

C*!*+lt#"r 
having been si.ck a lot inf n  l e t t e rs  he  wro te  1a t

the 1930's  and sa id that  expla ined why he had been so crabby.  He
said he had t .hought  he had cancer  and was worr ied about  prov id ing
for his farni ly i f  he should die early. He was rel ieved r,rhen he
lea rned  h i s  p rob lem waq  "co lon i t i s "  and  no t  cance r .

oeegt$rEEJ*f*"'lr#Prhr e r r ib 1 e ne rv ous -Af te r  h i s  f a rn i l y  l e f t  t
ness and depress ion.  He of ten couldnr t  work and feared he was
having a nervous breakdorrTn. He had stomach pai-n and,"nervous head-
achesl "  His  cough,  which he learned much la ter  was f rom al lerg ies,
vas worse,  he sa id,  than when he had the whooping cough.

G e l t  g l o d  d e (
rn  Tg47 and L948 t l i l l i ;mk .  " r  became

and 1948 and af ter  a lot  of  hospi ta l -s and doctor ing had
for gal l  b ladder in the fa1l  and starLed to get better

i l l  in t947
my operat ion

a t  o n c e .  "

He
went  to  Mayo's  and was t reated but  Lroubl ing symptoms pers is led.  He
had prostate surgery and cancer  ce11s were detecLed but  the doctors
fe l t -  the i r  t reatment  would be suf f ic ient  and i t  would not  spread.

Lcv le c-r* i*
fn  March,  l -981,  Wi l l ia f r -  re turnei l  to  Mayo's  wi th  the compla i .n ts

of  anorex ia,  fa t igue and weight  1oss.  Thei r  d iagnosis  was a larm-
ing:  "acute myelomonocyt ic  leukemia wi th  anemia,  wei -ght  loss and
fa i igue;  adenocarc inoma of  the prosLate (s table)  and abdominal  aor-
t ic ineurys*. "ff imtors at Mayo's thought his leukemia was un-
re la ted  to  h i s  p ros ta te  cance r .  They  no ted  a l so  l oss  o f  hea r ing ,

pg.s{.Igt_e Caltcei
I n t h e 1 a t e I 9 7 0 ' s W i 1 1 f f i t o - T e e 1 - g e n e r a 1 1 y u n w e 1 1 .

espec ia l l y  in  the  r igh t  ear .  LoSi  nq  B4t l te -
The Mayo docrors forwardJdffi-m6eidEffi-n-s to William's

doctors  and he  re tu rned home to  ba t t le  these new enemies  in
f t  v ras  a  los ing  ba t t le .  M i ld red  kept  Wi lbur  in fo rmed o f  the

Oregon
e a r n e s t .

s i t ua -
t i on  i n  l e t t e rs ,  exce rp ts  o f  wh ich  fo l l on r :

, , ( n o d a L e ) , , W i 1 b u r , " o , , ' 9 # . " . " ( d u e t o h i s m e d i c a t i o n )

a re  caus ing  h im  a  1o t  o f  f r us t ra t i on .  Eve ry th ing  i s  hazy  he  says r ,
but  s t i l l  he reads and works h is  puzzJes and watches te lev is ion.  I
got  h im an B X 10 magni fy i "ng g lass that  he lps.  f  took h im to the

(Con t inued)



(HEALTH THROUGH THE YEARS CONT]NUED)

e y e  c l i n i c  l a s t  w e e k  a n d  h e  c a n  h a v e  a n  o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  w o r s t  e y e
a n y t i m e  h e  w a n t s  i t .  d o n e .  T h e y ' 1 1  i m p l a n t  a  l e n s  ( p e r m a n e n t )  a n d
t h e  d o c t o r  s a i d  t h a t  s h o u l d  h e l p  a  1 o t .  T h e  o t h e r ' n  n e e d  n o t  b e
d - o n e  y e t .  B u t  f  g u e s s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  w h e n  i s  u p  t o  m e ,  S o  I  s a y
t h e  s o o n e t  L h e  b e i t e r  p r o b a b l y  n e x t  m o n t h .  f ' 1 1  k e e p  y o u  p o s t e d .
H e ' 1 1  o n l y  n e e d  o n e  d a y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  "

( t h a t  s u r g e r y  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  d o n e >  D g j  W t ?

" ( n o  d a t e )  H i  a g a i n !  J u s t  a  n o t e  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  W a n t e d  t o  t e l l
y o u  y o u r  P o p  i s  d o i n g  r e a l  g o o d ,  W i l b u r .  D r .  w a s  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  w i t h
L i s  p r o g r e s s  t h i s  l a s t  a p p o i n t m e n t .  B o n e  m a r r o w  t e s t  h a d  t o  b e
p o s t b o n ; d  t i 1 1  n e x t  m o n t h  t h a t  o n e  o f  c o u r s e  w i l l  t e 1 l  u s  m o r e
i c c u r a t e l y .  B u t  h e ' s  g a i n i n g  i n  s t r e n g t h ,  v a l k i n g  m o r e ,  a n d  e v e n
o u t  p i l l - n g  r v o o d  y e s t e r d a y ! !  H a u l e d  s o m e  i n l t h e  w h e e l . b a r r o w  t o  t h e
b a c k  o f  t f i e  h o u s e .  S o  t h a t  i s  r e a l  p r o g r e s s '  i s n ' t  i t ?  A  m o n t h
a g o  h e  j u s t  f e l t  m o r e  l i k e  l y l n g  d o w n  a l l  t h e  t l m e .  D r .  t o l d  h i m
t o  e x e r c i s e  m o r e ,  S o  h e  i s  n o w  a n d  f e e l i n g  s t r o n g e r  f o r  i t .

tVct - Ut/ot se
"  (no  da te  -  rnaybe  @i lbu r  do  you  p lan  on  coming

u p  a n y t i m e  s o o n ?  I  j u s t  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  l o n g e r . y o u r  d a d  w i l l
b e  a b l e  t o  r e a l l y  v i s i t  w i t h  y o u ;  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n  h e ' s  t a k l n g  i s
a f f e c t i n g  h i s  m e m o r y  a n d  t h i n k i n g .  S o m e  d a y s  h e ' s  q u i t e  a l e r t ,
t h e n  a g a i t t  h e ' 1 1  a s k  m e  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a s  i f  h e ' d
j u s t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t .  I t ' s  p a t h e t i c  r e a 1 l y  t o  s e e  h i m  t h i s  w a y
i f t e r  s u c h  a  s h a r p  m i n d  b e f o r e .  H e  w a s  s o  v e r y  s i c k  t o  h i s  s t o m a c h
a n d  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  h e a d  p a i n s  a n d  b l u r r e d  v i s i o n  l a s t  F r i d a y  s o _ \ ^ / e
t o o k  h i m  l n t o  i t r e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r e g o n  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  w h e r e  h i s  d o c -
to r  i s .  We  had  an  appo in lmen t  f o r  t he  fo l l ow ing  Monday  bu t  t he
d o c t o r  s a i d  w e ' d  b e t t e r  g e t  h i m  r i g h t  1 n  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t h e  l e u -
ke rn ia  had  i nvaded  the  b ra in  and  cen t ra l  ne rvous  sys tem.  Bu t  i t
w a s  e v i d e n t l y  j u s t  a  b u i l d  u p  o f  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n  ( P r e d n i s o n e ) ,  o r
i n  h i s  w e a k e n e d  c o n d i t i o n ,  a  b i t  o f  f l u  v i r u s  h i t  h i m .  A n y w a y ,
w i t k r l two  days  i n  t he  hosp i ta l  and  i n t ravenous  feed ing ,  t hey  bu11 t
h i m ' u p  s o  a t  l e a s t  h e  h a s  b e t t e r  c o l o r  a n d  a  1 i t t l e  m o r e  p e p .
B u t  r e a 1 1 y ,  W i l b u r ,  h e  i s n ' t  v e r y  g o o d .  I  r e a 1 1 y  w o r r y  a b o u t - h i m ,
h e  s e e m s  

- s o  
f r a i l  a n d  t h i n .  f  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c a l l  y o u  S a t u r d a y  b u t

w a i t e d  f o r  w o r d  f r o m  t h e  d o c t o r s  a s  t o  w h a t  f  c o u l d  t e 1 1  Y o u ,  t h e n
they  sa id  he  was  so  much  be t te r  we  cou ld  b r i ng  h im  home Sunday  so  I
d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  w o r r y  y o u  t h e n .  .  . l

Lo sL i i ; .L  +-HoPq
" H e  i s  e a t i n g G  

" e A  
2 L ,  p o u n d s  w h i l e  i n  t h e

h o s p i t a l  t w o  d a y s  !  W h a t e v e r  i t  w a s  t h e y  g a v e  h i m  s u r e  h e l p e d  a t
l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l l y !  J u s t  t h o u g h t  y o u  s h o u l d  k n o w  h o w  t h i n g s  a r e .
We have  to  take  h im  back  to  the  doc to r  June  l 8 th  and  i n  the  mean t im
s e e  a n  e y e  s p e c i a l i s t  a b o u t  h i s  b l u r r y  v i s j - o n .  H e  d o e s n ' t  d r i v e
a n y m o r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e v e n  s a i d  h e  g o t  l o s t  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  h e  w e n t  t o
t o w n  a l o n e .  D o e s n ' t  g o  o u t d o o r s  a n y m o r e  u n l e s s  t o  g q t o  t h e  d o c t o r
e t c .  f  t r y  t o  g e t  h i m  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  s i t  i n  t h e  s u n s h i n e  ( w h e n  w e
g e t  a n y ! )  b u t  e v e n  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  a p p e a l  t o  h i m .  I ' I o s t l y  h e  j u s t

J i t "  o r  l i e s  d o w n  a n d  t r i e s  t o  r e a d  o r  w a t c h  t e l e v l s i o n .  D o e s n ' L
s o u n d  l i k e  o u r  s a m e  o 1 '  8 i 1 1 ,  d o e s  i t ? !  M e d i c a l i o n  i s  h e l p i n g
l e u k e m l a  a n d  b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e  b l o o d  t h o u g h ,  w h i c h  i s  g o o d ,  i t ' s  j u s

t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  i t  t h a t ' s  t r o u b l l n g  h i m  n o \ ^ / .  H o p e  t h e y  c a n
f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r . (  Ccn: t  i  nued )
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" I d e  t o o k  h i m  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  a g a i n  t o d a y  f o r  b l o o d  t e s t s .  T h e
doc to r  1s  qu i te  conce rned  tha t  t he  l eukemia  and  r . rh i t e  ce1 ls  have
i n c r e a s e d  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t i v e  s i n c e  w e  l a s L  s a w  h i m  i n  N o v e m b e r .
l l e  a re  go ing  to  t r y  a  d i f f e ren t ,  f a i r l y  new med j - ca t i on ,  and  see  i f
t h a t  w i l l  h e 1 p .  T h e  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  h o s p i L a l .
I  d o  h o p e h e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  t a k e  t h a t  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  f t  m a k e s  t h e m
s o  m i s e r a b l e  a n d  s i c k .  I ' 1 1  t a k e  h i m  t o  t h e  l a b  i n  G r e s h a m  e a c h
w e e k ,  t h e n  b a c k  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  M a r c h  1 0 t h .  H o p e  h e  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g
b e t t e r  b y  t h e n  a n d  h e  w o n ' t .  b e  f e e l i n g  s o  t i r e d .  J u s t  l i e s  d o w n
m o s t l y .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  w e  c a n ' t  g o  a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  e y e
s u r g e r y  t h e  2 5 t h  n e x t  w e e k .  f ' m  s o  s o r r y  a b o u t  t h a t  ' c a u s e  h i s
e y e s i g h t  i s  g e t t i n g  r e a l l y  b a d ,  s e e m s  w o r s e  e a c h  d a y .  N o t h i n g  h e
c a n  d o  t o  p a s s  t h e  t i m e .  I  h a v e  t o  h e l p  h i m  n o w  w i t h  m o s t  t h i n g s
e a t i n g ,  b a t h i n g  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  e t c .  S o  f a r  h e ' s  e a s y  t o  h e l p  t h o u g h
a n d  v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e .  S t i 1 1  h a s  t h a t  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r .

?l e'a,se.- Con'a€-
" r was thinking, 

-WTTfit 
i . f  y6ff id-going to be of f  work and can

c o m e  u p ,  I  w i l l  g 1 a d 1 y  s e n d  y o u  p l a n e  f a r e .  I t  m i g h t  g i v e  y o u r  D a d
a  b o o s t .  W i t h  l e u k e m i a  w e  j u s t  c a n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  t i m e  w e  h a v e
l e f t .  I  k n o w  I  w i l l  h a v e  t o  f a c e  u p  t o  r e a l i t y  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r
( l o t s  l a t e r  w e  h o p e ! ) .  L e t  m e  k n o w  w h e n  y o u  c o u l d  c o m e ,  i f  y o u
can okay?"  

GeoA b lg
Wi lbu r  d id  go  r l gh t  away  and  was  so r row fu l  t o  f i nd  h i s  dad  so

i s h e a r t e n e d  b y  h i s  i 1 1 n e s s .  H e  w a s  m o s t  d i s t u r b e d  a b o u t  h i s  l o s s
f  e y e s i g h t  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  i f  h e  c o u l d n ' t  s e e , l i f e  w a s  n o t  w o r t h

l i v i n g .  H i s  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  h a d  f i n a l l y  d e s e r t e d  h i m  a n d  h e  f e l t  i t
s e l e s s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s L r u g g l e .  D e a t h  c a m e  o n  A p r i l  2 5 t h ,  L g B z

M)ou
J 5 Je.d"r$

B
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Jr-"-;r.i lel The' cotlt"te rel-ief !e hoped for.**1-i-t-t-lo1l:,-^Later
I'n iol"-iiir #; ;;;It iiis- turned -outl to be all.ergv to smoke,

.  i  -  d - - l -  _  / \ e ^ ^ ^ s  i . r a  d

irt"*Ii-f;;; ;g". So theic beloved^hgt" in Sandyi oregon wast a

;;; ;  place than most to f ind rel ief '

(

fi/ 
LfFt I rz-5'

i /"tttrum was no stranger to accidfr.rts; ' He wa{shal i l ,:h:-l:g{f(,(tflw-zwi]-J- iam was no stranger to acctd€nf,S;.  ne wagsn9L +1. Ltts r_e6

i t ;*i;;; i"e-"h;" *-tbefiager.' The'docter operaled on.him at home
^ - ^ r  ^ * ' t .

of the bullet was not retrieved- and
nd the story' ias. . that Paft

"r" ir"A-i t t- f , iu 
leg for the rest 

" l lgl i fe '
Whi le s t i l l

^B-r-r A c
of a cherry tree and1a teenPt#*ffi*Ff$t oo.

ote-[iu .tt. This wai at the "famous L739 Banch near Kearney'

braska.! '  l .amo.rJ-ior what,, w€ don't knowr'but evLdently i t  was

amous in those Parts.
.

t i l t l l ian wrote: ! ' In Lgzg r got kielced by a Gase tractor, hurt ing

";i];-*ilo;-;;e-trre 
tnjury wI* we d.on't 

-kqrow 
'but it-was bad

i.;;t:rrt.i"ie-li.rido';--;;;f a1d was' the excuse he used to leave
'South Dakota and return to Gering' - .o.

{  i l i t ;  ^ r ; ^ '  i a a d  a n ^ t r o h ' t n  a e f  m a r r i e d .  J  yf :  l iol lElf  LaK!'La ' l rr |-  -ar92 
- t

tD{ 12 , 
Nebraska long enough to get married' 

C -r( ,Oi{Df g n 
Nebraska long enough to get marri-ecl' 

.J,.*v tl-,/ '  
'  The next accident we have record

{- , l-,/ 'of .nras in.september of Lgho whel he ,P
;*/ 

'. 
had a car vreck- There 'are pictures 

9>
e / 

: of the.wrecked :ii-"il ::--g?Y: t*i?= 7
D.-- account in a letter to Savi '11a;,Wi1- T-I 6iil-""a--iloiottrv: (conti'nued)



(ACCIDENTS CONTINUED) Kollc.l 0,ve;rw
" f  w e n t  o v e r  t o  C o o l i e  D a m  l a s t  S a L u r d a y . . .  a n d  c a m e  b a c k  M o n -

ay .  I  s topped  and  p i cked  up  Mrs  Wi l son '  ano the r  l ady ,  and  he r
l i t t l e  g i r 1 ,  a n d  L o u i s e  J a n s e n . . . .  I t  s t a r t e d  t o  r a i n  t h i s  s i d e  o f
o f  t he  moun ta ins .  No t  f a r  no r th  I  s t ruck  some b lack  top  pavemen t
a n d  i t  w a s  l i k e  g 1 a s s .  T h e  c a r  s t a r t e d  t o  s k i d ,  t u r n e d  e n d  f o r  e n d
and  o f f  t he  pavemen t  Lo  Lhe  r i gh t .  H i t  a  guy  w i re  on  a  phone  po1e .
Ro11ed  us  ove r  once  and  back  on  whee ls  aga in .  We were  shaken  up
a n d  M r s .  G e r L z e n  g o t  h e r  c o l 1 a r  b o n e  b r o k e . . . .  f  g o t  a  d e e p  g a s h  o n

v  a r m  t h a t  b l e d  a  1 o t  a n d  h a v e  h a d  t o  h a v e  s e v e r a l  s t i t c h e s  t a k e n .
I f  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  m y  a r m  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m y  n e c k .  I  g u e s s  i t
w a s  c l o s e . . . .  Y o u  a l m o s t  l o s t  y o u r  t r o u b l e  m a k e r . . . .  C a n ' L  y o u  S a y
we  w i l l  f i x  up  ou r  b roken  ends  and  mend-  them unbreakab le  aga in?  "

Abour 1s4"4 -ffiS"rrrffiu###"g1as Aircrarr in
I 1 1 i n o i s ,  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  a b o u t  2 0  f e e t  u p  i n  t h e  n o s e  c o n e  o f  a
p 1 a n e .  H e  l o s t  h i s  b a l a n c e  a n d  f e l l  o u t .  H e  j u m p e d  t o  k e e p  f r o m
f a l l i n g  o n  h i s  h e a d  a n d  b r o k e  t h e  a r c h e s  i n  b o t h  h i s  f e e t .  F o r  t h e
r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  h e  h a d  t o  b u y  s p e c i a l  s h o e s  w i t h  b u i l t  u p  a r c h e s .

0 - f s l - s r r f e t  T r i g
The next accicienii t f f i-no'r, i66Tt wa-i l fr- the i9o0's. I ,v-i l l iam

and  M i ld red  were  mak ing  one  o f  t he l r  t r i ps  be tween  Oregon  and
Ar i zona  and  had  a  wreck  i n  a  Chev ro le t  t hey  owned .  W i l l i am 's  back
w a s  i n j u r e d  a n d  h e  h a d  c h i r o p r a c t i c  t r e a t m e n t s .  M i l d r e d ' s  t h u m b
was  pa in fu l l y  i n ju red .  The  r , r reck  d i s rup ted  the i r  t r i p  and  p lans  to
the  ex ten l  t ha t  Lhey  were  noL  ab le  to  a t ,Lend  the  Mormon  Temp le  to
d o  t h e i r  o w n  w o r k ,  d s  p l a n n e d .  T h o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  a  m a j o r  a c c i d e n t ,
t h a t  w a s  a  m a j o r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  r

t -ree Fcf l  on-lrrrrr
O n  A u g u s t  I g ,  1 9 7 2  l b u r  f r o m  S e d o n a ,  o f

a n o t h e r  a i c i d e n t :  " W e  w i l l  b e  L a k i n g  o f f  f o r  M a y o ' s  t h e  2 3 r d  a n d
h a v e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  t h e  2 9 L h .  W h i l e  i n  O r e g o n  a  f e l l o w  c u t L i n g
s o m e  t r e e s -  f o r  o u r  r o a d  d r o p p e d  a  L r e e  o n  m e  ( . l u t y  2 0 t h  9  A . M .  )  a n d
f  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o v e r  t h e  i n j u r i e s  e v e r y  s i . n c e .  I t  w a s
L h e  t o p  o f  t h e  t r e e  a n d  t h e  b r a n c h e s  S a v e  m e  a  r e a l  b e a t i n g .  I ' 1 1
k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  w h e n  I  g e t  t o  M a y o ' s .  "



-----.\

s c r i b e
Wrtic.r'r pliss

Wil l iam Bl iss had b lue eyes and dark brown hai r .  He stood

about  5 foot  6  inches.  He was shor t .  and wi ry  and st rQng enough

io 
" tand 

up to  those much b igger  than l i t ,  _On two known occasions

il ;  f t tysicaify-arUaued troubt6i laters. Once j-n the neighbo:hg"g

s to ie "when  a 'd runken  sa i l o r  was  be ing  ca re t r -ess  w i th  4 th  o f  Ju l y ,

; ; ; ; ; " ; t "  
" ;a-o""u 

* i t t t  
"  

cr iminal ' t ipe.  A pr isoner  had escaped

u1'  
" " " .n l t ing 

an of f icer  and t r ied to  force wi l l ian to  dr ive h im

away.  No way!  Wi l l iarn captured h im and returned h im to custody.

A  Ban ty  roos te r  comes  to  m ind  when  t r y ing  to  desc r ibe  Wi l l i a rn

B l i ss  s lna l l ,  f e i s tY  and  handsome.

Wi l l iam was somet lmes a 1 i t t1e b i t  chubby but  never  very over-

weight .  The Bl iss men tend to  carry  a 1 i - t t1e pot  out  f ront  and

Wi l l iam was no excePt ion.



I?re first religi.ous nob we have from William is that he joined the
Fi rs t  Uni ted Evaneica l  Church at  Kearney,  Nebraska at  age L4 '  Th is

cause  aL  abou t  t he  same t ime  h i s  -pa r -
ent i  were jo in ing the Presbyter ian 'Church.  Why he jo ined a d i f , -
ferent  chuich th ln  h is  parents,  l r r€  do not  know:

Af  few years la ter  whi le  work ing at  the sugar  beet  factory at

Ger ing ,  Neb iaska  seve ra l  seasons ,  he  wan ted  to  a t tend  chu rch '  I n

h i s  o i l n  vo rds :  " f  a t t endec l ' seve ra f '  chu rches  bu t  se t t l ed  w i th  the

CSlligllan church and put my name on the ro11' "

Dur ing h is  f i rs t  mar i iage Wi l l iam of  ten at tended !19,ght t th=oof

M,*ilHfl $ T'#' r affi *'* itnnil i "'*f ? ;'ili, ;i : ii l;i ; bi; i' "
t i zed - in to  tha t  f a i t t r .  They  were  members  o f  t he  Sedona ,  A t j - zona

Branch

Wi l l i am 's  conve rs ion  to - the  Y"T*o l ,  
Churg !  Look .many '  'many  yea r$ '

o r  pe rhaps  he  t ru l y  was  conve r ted  i n  t he  1930 ' s  ' bu t  n ra i t ed  un t i l

peace had 
"or" - lo- i r i "  

soul  
- i ; ; -Uapt is* '  

Dur ing h is  t roubled ) rears I

i r e  r+ ro te  i n  a  l e t t e r :

" I , Ihen I  can get  th is  se l t led between us and I

can have p.u."  o f  rn ind wi th  God,  the l  I  p lan

o"-:oitt i t i l  the Church'- I ]nt1l Ltt l l -  
do 

,1ro?:"i"t?il*' ' l l"I'#iI' 'aoii"]i"lril, '-sgffi
The peace o f  mind  came;  -he  and Mi ld red  t

^*.{  r .?^16 }rqnr iz.pd .r" t t . tJ iv 6: i961. On the eveging-!-bqy'- . , '
f . " " ; t " , ' " r_a** .qe-  pqp_t i?9-d January 6,  1961'  On f ,ne evel r -nH-L- IeJ ' - -  -

were ro go .o=Efra 
-ahfii;h i"tp.'ilujnal:oraea; .ror.'1helr bap-ism, thev

inv i ted two e lders for  d i ,nner  before go1ng.  A ch icken d inner  was

prepared  and  i ; ; ; - as  they ; ; ; " - * i t t i t t !  do in  to  ea t  t he  e lec t r i c i t ] "

went  of f  leav ing the house in  b lackneis ,  s9 i t  was a candle l ight

dinner. The ;1e";;- seemed ro Eff i f l f l .  and it  was a .pleasant 
even-

ins. Just as thev were. t""Jv t:,t::::-:1"^l"l i : :,:.,d1*:""::"l l :t-f n 8 . ,  r u i i L  c r D  L r r t J  * - l * ,  
l i f  l r r r o h e  t h e  e V e n i n g

land the power-"u i r "  back on.-  A11^ laughed at  the way t

rurned our q,._t _e!j-e*ir*d- !-v-99-ldrt:ig!"].L
r. (r! rrs s v _* y_-_y:r== =: 

gAr-_, feg,W;Va ette(
A 1 r e a d y s z y e a i t i z e d , W i 1 1 i a r y d i d n o t h a v e

a long record.  o f  church serv ice ' .  His  f requent  move-s dur ing h is  -

ia ter"years prevented h im f rom the k ind of  Church serv ice he prob-

ably  o iherwi ie  would have g iven:-  th . " .k ind he dared dream o!  1 .n
years long past . .  .A tg4}  ldr ter  f  rom hj -m conta ined th is  .wis t fu l

"Do you think there is a chance of me working up
in t le Church? Sometirnes T wonder i f  f  could
reach  as  h igh  as  a  b i shop .  r  suppose  i t , sounds
funny to You f rom fl l€. "

W i l l i am rece i - ved  the  Aaron ic  and  the  Me lch i zedek  P r ies thoods ,

being
made

-o ia i i t r . a  
t o  the  o f f i ce  o f  an  e lde r . -  He  was  a  home. teacher

f inancia l  contr ibut ions.  to  the Church,  and supponted the

1oca1  leaders  i n  t he i r  ca11 ings .



hu rch ActiviLy
perhaps we coul -d not  c la im that  Wi l l - ' iarn was ext remely re l ig ious

but  wi thout  doubt  he was a bel - iever .  W. i , I l iam cer ta in ly  had_-a basic
belief, in the goodness of-CoT6d-m the power of prayer- These
were l i fe long Eel ie fs  f rom chi ldhood.  His  le t ters  f requent ly
urged that  S iv i l la  take the ch i ldren to  church,  to  gray and !9 .
t r y  t o  ge t  back  he r  l os t  f a i t h .  Th i s  quo te  f rom a  l eL te r  v r i t t en
8 Apr i l  L94O expla ins s 'ome of  h i -s  bas ic  bel ie fs :

"Remember . . . t o  a t rways  p ray .  P ray  fo r  t he  r i gh t
answer to  our  t roubles ' .  Never  th ink of  God being
un jus t ,  as  he  pu ts  fo r th  t r i a l s ' and  tempta t i ons
before us.  When we win r {e are s t ronger  for  i t .
Somet imes we 8o af ter  happiness that  is  fa lse : ,  ,
and God would f,orfeit and- condemn usr for taking
o f ,  f o rb idden  f ru i t .  We 've  pa id  up  fo r  : pasL  s ins
(you  and  I ) .  Le ts r  make  no  more  to  have  to  pay
l l t e r  on .  Love ,  no t  du ty ,  makes  us  noL  p la in
s laves but  r , r i1 l ing s laves. ' !

Frequent ly  Wi l l iam spoke  o f  h i s  be l i e f  i n  t he  he ra f te r  and  i n
e te rna l  mar r i age .

Z'J;l'lia-t a*'t- Vt't1l^tA u,*'tt'-t- rn'=L

O*fiatn i''t- 'tt't' W ull;Ir- -&--

i.no j,r* , %o*Q't'
f  .  t  D  d  o - ' P f i ; t t l r - l l - a s '
Jfit^.- ft* fr^A *'b" P

64,&#*n--v t<
a-Lr, cLa'k- a.- 4 /ut4

t41tL'fu fu r'r^^'* /-*
- ryo/^t'/t-1"c-rya,&8.
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rayer=; ansurered, miracles witnesse'J,
s e a n c t r i n g  s c r i P t u n e s  e t c .  )

Wi l l i am h imse l f  t o ld  o f  a  sp i r i t ua l  expe r ience  tha t  mean t  a
great  deal  to  h im in  th is  ta lk  he once gavb in  Sacrament  l ' {eet ing:

'  
"M I  dea r  B ro the rs  and  S is te rs ,
My l i t t le  ta lk  wi l l  be on someLhing that  happened in

m)r  own fami ly .  T hope that  i t  w i l l  he lp you some,  e i ther
r in  your  l ives or  Lhat  you wi l l  be able to  te l1  others and
no t  wa i t  so  l ong  to  ge t  t he  word .

L929,  had gone to church many t imes but  just  d j .d  not
: fee1 i t  was the r ight  church.
j

The last  par t  o f  the year  T939 my son,  who was
,abou t  9  yea rs  o ld ,  had  an  acc iden t .  He  had  fa l l en
in some weeds a long s ide of  the roadway.  Someth ing

, fo re ign ,  pe rhaps  wood ,  g lass  o r  me ta l  had  run  up  under
the lcnee cap of  h is  knee and h j .s  1eg was st i f f .  He

:was  no t  ab le  to  bend  i t .  The  pa in  was  te r r i b le .  No t
- .knowing what  to  do r  w€ ca l led our  fami ly  doctor .
Af ter  the exam he stated there was someth ing under
i the knee cap and we r rere t .o  put  hot  packs on i t  con-
t inual ly  unt i l  he came back the next  a f ternoon.  I f
a t  that  L ime he was no bet ter  he would take h i .m to
: the hospi ta l  and operate by tak ing the knee cap of f
, to  remove the object ,  whalever  j . t  was.  He said the
lines wouTcl remaiR -st iTf :-----

When morning came there was no easement  of  the
pain.  We were very worr j -ed.  His  mother  took the
car and went into the small t ,own near us, r 'rhere
the  b i shop  o f  t he  L .D .S .  ward  l i ved ,  and  asked  h im
to admin is ter  to  the boy.  He had to ca l l  the t r ro
e lders who l ived in  Bel l ingham, Washington,  20 rn i les
away.  Around t0 A.m.  the b ishop and the two e lders
came and admin is tered to  my boy,  a f ter  r rh ich they had

t'dJer-b-ack--Eo_fFefrJo5s. 
- 

tEe said our goodbyes and
fo l lowed them to the door .  Thei r  car  had only  gone a
shor t ,  d i s tance  when  we  were  s ta r t l ed  by  a ' shou t  f rom
the bedroom. We rushed in ,  not  knowing what  to  expect .
My boy was s i t t ing up and was work ing h is  1eg back and
for th.  He sa id:  'Mommy and Daddy!  See,  I  can bend my
knee . '  He  had  g rea t  f a i t h  i n  t he  b less ing  he  had  been
given

The d,octor  came as p lanned.  He looked the boy
over ,  check ing the knee carefu l ly .  He stated he d id
not  know what  to  th ink and that  the operat ion was not

(  Cont inued )



SPIR]TUAL EXPER]ENCES CONTINUED

n e c e s s a r y .  H e  w a s  s u r e  t h e  f o r e i g n  o b j e c t  w o u l d  h a v e
t o  c o m e  o u t  a n d  n o w i t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a l l  r i g h t .  . . . T o
the  bes t  o f  my  know ledge  my  boy  has  neve r  had  a  pa in
1 n  h i s  k n e e  t o  t h i s  d a y .

A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h i s  h a p p e n  t o  m y  o w n  b o y ,  I  s t i 1 1
d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  C h u r c h .  M a n y  y e a r s  1 a t e r ,  i n  1 9 6 0 '
we  had  the  e lde rs  come to  ou r  home and  g i ve  us  the
l e s s o n s .  A f  t e r  f  o u r  (  r  b e l i e v e  )  ,  w e  j o l n e d  t h e  C h u r c h
o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  L a t t e r - d a y  S a i n t s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n
a  g r e a t  d a y  j - n  o u r  l i v e s .

f  r+onder  how many  o f  us  a re  was t i ng  the  t ime
o u r  L o r d  h a s  g i v e n  u s .  f  k n o w  t h a t  f  h a v e  w a s t e d
m a n y  y e a r s  t h a t  i f  I  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  r i g h t  s t e p  t o
g a l n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  I  n e e d e d  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  f  c o u l d
h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  L o r d  t h a t  n o w  I  s e e
I  am so  fa r  beh ind  i n  do ing .

f  a l so  know tha t  t he  l ack  o f  know ledge  in  my
l i f e  i s  h o l d i n g  m e  b a c k .  I  s e e  a  1 o t  o f  y e a r s  w a s t e d .

O u r  t i m e  i s  r e a l  s h o r t  u p o n  t h i s  e a r t h .  W e
th ink  wh i l e  young  tha t  t he re  i s  no  end  to  ou r  l - i ves
h e r e .  W h e n  o l d e r ,  w €  s t a r t  t a k i n g  f r o m  o u r  L o r d ' s
a l o t m e n t  t o  u s  o f  3  s c o r e  a n d  t e n ,  o r  7 O  y e a r s  ( i f
w e  m a k e  i t  )  .  W e  l o o k  a h e a d  t o  7 0  y e a r s .  f n  m y  c a s e
i t  i s  n o w  l e s s  t h a n  1 0  y e a r s .  W h e n  w e  l o o k  b a c k ,
t e n  y e a r s  w a s  o n l y  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a g o .

f  do  hope  and  p ray  tha t  You ,  my  B ro the rs  and
S i s t e r s ,  d o  n o t  f o l l o w  m e  i n  s o  m a n y  w a s t e d  y e a r s .
Work  when  you  can .  May  God  b less  each  and  eve ry
o n e  o f  y o u .

f  a s k  t h i s  h u m b l y  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,
o u r  S a v l o r .  A m e n .

B i s h o p  L i n d  o f  L y n d e n  W a r d  ( o r  B r a n c h )  l o o k e d  a f t e r  t h ;
s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  o f  W i l l i a m ' s  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d
W i l l i a m  c o m f o r t  a n d  c o u n c i l  a f t e r  h i s  m a r r i a g e  f a i l e d .  I t
B i shop  L inc l  who  came to  the  house  when  Wi lbu r  was  i n ju red .
p r o b a b l e  t h a t  B i s h o p  L l n d  w a s  l d i l l i a m ' s  f a v o r i - t e  b i s h o p .

o f f e r e d
w a s  a l s o

f t  i s
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STAG

Patriarch, u.Pon tbe hetA BTESSING giaen bY
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6orr tl"'verti:er l-ll s/
m

iili:rj-on l.iuone

irro$u'r I'til'lian Fienry B]*iss by aut'hor{ty of the 1{oLy 'l'e}chir":riek.friest'hood en! in' the

na,rc of tlre Lord Jasirs Chrisl I irlace rry ltands upon .yt;ur lrea{ :rnd give you your

patriorcttal l-rlessing mri reaeal unto ycu t}e will of the Lord qoncsrtrtrg your

1ife and I do lt, r!6ar brother, that yoll nay find confort *.nd s{.renith- -r-n tlrys

of 
"*uA, 

f+r the'Lcrcl loves you. Y<tur scn'ice to hit'" ha$ hcen acce1,'t;*t'1e, ;rnC

if t;; iiu conttgue to he stea.dfast and co:i$tent in lceeping the cornrendri€nts

yo*r vision and rarderstanding of the I'lan of $alvation sirall unforLd before

;,ou and the porer of tho prc-esthood shalL distil upon you *,s the d.er;s fro:n iieaven.

The po.wer of hc.alirig anrl the rift cf farth shall bc bestor';ed ilr.'oil ycu.ertrl yoli.,

sn*fi hage the po**r an<l faitlr throrrgh tl'e Friestltood to lay irc;r:.r f'llnds upon the

eick and they shal1 reco',.err Yorl shiff le alle V.r ca,st tire- iirf,Lllcrrgs of'' $at'an

*t"* y""" ttorr ar'ta he shall not hal'e f,toiuer to tcr:p't )tou l:e)-cntl your ahility

to rvithstand.

t?:e t54; r.dlJ. soon ccnc n'ben yo,r sl,all. recelve the lioly '.le1cirj.v,crl*olt i'ricsthooci

er6 you shaLL i':ave the or,::,ortiurity of L':'kit:g your I'rife to tJie 'is::'1:1e:rr-r'r i:e

seeJed for tfu*e ancl aLl eternity ind you snaff liiive ;i'ortr fs|rrd-L;f i:e':rlcri to-io1

an6 t,i.c ferr,:ily tles sTaLL endure accomr+anied r^lith i.ts joys end ha'::'i.','rr-rts that

uil.l extcnd thriruifrout all eternity'

l{orr-d.eart l ; ' .c{; irei,*;,r:usnaI1f[nrlr i , .rctrhai: i : :1'ni,sl '- .1n-t i iactt in;1Ltrcl.osi jdTl=
eia:rpLe and trrrecept to your acquatnta"nces and Loved -o!.e: -sld yo:t s?iall see the

spirit of repentanrre rest upon thein €incl tleir nay af thinldng sh.aLL he eira.nged

oir.i tt,uy Efraff bless your nas€ forcver. Tour tongue-.sh_a11 he loosed o.nd ycu

shall be a[r].e to speak .f,luentJ.y the Englis]r Language' iiut :noreover yoir shall ?'e

given the gift of ton;3res lrnd yorr encl Jrour 6ood rrife shall h:ivs t.he oprrortur'-l;1"

of rrorking a1iong y.eople of a different 3-anguafi€r but you sliall leartr to Love

then and i,heY shall love You.

Ihe Lord haS spared your li$e on 1r-1-isus occasions thnt you ra:Lgi':t }:eeoi-e a il€:!ih,::r

r:f thls great lf,nrcirl enjoying the polier of the_ friesthood and tlic o:r-")ort'r$ity

af teadership. ,Ihrougtr yoirr iartltfulness yorr shall l-',e callecl to i:nlortant and

trusted poai'tions fn {iris chrrrch, Yorr s}talL'preslrle i:vt:r na.ni' i*'-nd;"sp-3 iu-sdora

s h a l 1  b e  g r e a L  t  -  ^ - - - ^  ^ t  E  - - 1 . , r ' z i - ,Liil€e.1c- o$ E Thra'in
I,ear bro{,}ier, tlrorr art of no'c}i lSneeie for i;frou art of tl:e ilo'rse or Joscph throusil

te*-foin" eflJp'r,ra.in l:iel s1'd, $]r:ssed by i:'ain!l slior;eid tc cc:re throrrrir this

3reat 1inee5e. You shall see rianlr of thc liitssing$ r,ronis*tl tti lon the heati;'cf

Tat',hr:r:.. ltbra.ha:,l le *rffifiecl, for;,'or: s'!:a11 se-e tl:e rcr::nants of the i:cusc of

Isr.ael Seti'rered t.c;:,,:tJrer'. l/orr sbaLl ses. tJ.te Larrranj-tcs t'econ'e e l,i;ite iinci

ticirpftso:re 1:eoPle.

fou shaitr s€e naRy 6f tltc scriptures rlrlfill€d con(:crpiig; tJ:r: last deys end if

t;; ;rtii rer*ain 'Lnre llle ciestroyinSl angel si.:*il pass lry yori ltrt,i not' s1a-v yctr.

Dear brotirer, T bLess ;,rou in yor:r i:ocly v.rith health e.nri strenEili. r i:less-:;'ou

titat, yor:r ninA ray 1,.e quir:k. I h ess.yori.tl|'h the gift' of diseernrcnt' I
bless-:rou srit?i tiie power to overeom te;npta*'ion.

I seaL you uF that. you niift eome forth in ttre nonrila of ttro.firgt' resrllrect'ion

and reeeive ycur e>raltai,ion accsrding to tiry I'aithilrlness in the nalie of Jes'.is

Cnr"i st- An*>n-
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Verd A. iiatrlls Patriarch, u.pon lhe head of

'or/llfth/ul/o1
WIi I ' rD  YA) rN IN rULIJ

. l t 1 l r 6  I l , - ' p 1 + r  l : : l  i  r : + a n d . ' t l L i i r r ,  ! ' a t i  l - i t r i . v r . " l . . r
F A T ' T T R I N  N A I T E  ! '  N L I .

M O T I ( H I S  I f A I I ' F : N  N A I I E

&orz i lnvenlrr  l . l l r .  } f f i  d l  l - l l l r j .on , tocnc ' : , , .  t , . jst-e
oATE cITy COUNTI STAE

i]rothL'r 1l111ir::n l:cittry B]:tss by a.uLhor{-t,y of t,hel Iiol,"y -',,r:lchiilr:,iek l,r!e,..;thacci snd in thr,"
narrc of tlxr Lorcl Jnsus Christ f illa.ce rq1 lriincis uircilt;r{:rlr hcriiri irntl ,:ivo you your
Iratrinrchal l,lessing4 enri rsveal unto ycu thei will of the Lorci <:onciir,ring y,rirr
ljfe and I d.o ito_dear_trot,h*r, that, yor.r rnay flnd cornfnrt rlnrl s{.reni'ttr iq-times
of n*odr.f+r t,he Lord lr:ve$ yollr Yc'ur rierrr:lce t;o tr.i i l ]ras hcel 4ec:ei,.t,n.i:,l.trr ;inC
if you uiLl contlttue to be steadlast; i:nd con$Lrnt in lceepin[t the coa(.i]n(irre].rts
yorrr vj.slon and understarrrilng af the Pl*,rr of iialvat.ion she'1.1. unfor]"d tre.fore
,r"ou end the polrer of tho Prlesthoo<i shell di sti.l ui)on y'o1 iii l tha dei,s fro:n lieaven.

T|:e power of hr:alirtg anri t,he ;$ft of fa.:iti: skrall bc }:r:ntor,vod ut',on 17or-i :,nd you
shall- have the powctt;lnd fi-li.tlr thrr:rrlth t?.e l)rj$$lhoocl to 1ay..,o:rr i".u,.,cls tip,in ti:e
slclt and they sha-ll recor;err fon slrall ],rl iri"le tr:r cr,r,st, t,he irifLr.rcrrr..:r? o,.i,latan
fron your home auri he shalL not ha,ve frolrer t,o torrll lt Jrou l)*,'/c'r1tl your ai:il ity
to withstnnd,

Tt:e tlme vd"}J. soon ccrc whet) yoll sharl.l recoive tire tioly'. 'rr1.r,r:l.r,,icrkll{ i 'ricut}:ooci
itncl yott straLL heve the erir'ortunlty cll t;:.lr']rr[, your lr:i,fs t<r t;]ie tgr,1j:l.e irnri i:e
stl;:rled for. tdne llncl all eternity end you shEll iriivo ,riour fslrrri.!.:r r;c..:r.[rrj t.o yrru
;;rnd thr: ferrnily ttas shal-l enduro &ccornl",arlied rli.t;h:i.ts jct;ys &;rcl l-,a;r,irri:l;c .birat
rl111 extcrrd throrrplrclut uI1. eternlty..

iler,/ d*:ar trl,i;t,[sy, )rrJir sha]..I. $lnd ri';cir ha1:ir,i,nr,l;l j ln trlttt:hi;1;,1 l;]rr: i lttspr:1 i,:r,i i. tirroltgh
exa:lple a.nd Jrrecept to |r3t1r &ctLrtaintilnccs uncl loved one:6 ilicl yorr slrail ser: the
splr{-t of repentonce rcst, upon t,hcin and t,lreir liay of t.hinking slu,-li lrc e?rai"rircd
a.nd they shall bless your rutr,€ forcvcr. Your tongue.shall b6 loose4 nnri ycu
shall he al{-e to -speak f,LuentJy the ltrnil}is}r Ln.ngr,riir,e. iiut rnoreevcr yeil niraj-L },e
given the gJ.ft of ton;3tel$ ond yott rncl your goocl r:[fo s]raII hilvg t,]re op,,ortun:1,J,.
of rvorking a$ong peoplc of a diffel'e'nt, leinguoife, }-rrit you slur.ll Lea:tr to lovc
them and they shalI lcvo you,

the Lord ha.s sparecl ynur lifo on vflrj-or;rs occa$ions tlrnt you rn:l.i1lit hcuc;nc a il.e:lrli i:r
of thls gre$t cltu-rcii, enjoylng the pcrl',er of the l:'rit 'rrithorjd nnri t,h* oi,.t)ortun:ity
of lcaclelrship. througli ycrur faitlrfulnr:ss .yc;u shaIl l;e cnl-led to i.tr:lrortont encl
trusted pooitd.ons tn t"hts chrlrch, Yort silrall_,lrrnslrJe i:)v{rr rfun}}.;;.nci your i.,risciorn
shaLl be great.

Dcar bro{,i1er, thort art of noblr,: 1:i.nc.:i.rgr: ,f 'or thorr ar.t of"l}re iio,}i)o pr'
the loins pf llpirra.in ;lttl i:rt l;lessclci by l:ein{.1 al]cr.*icd 1o r:o:r,c {:}irr:rrrir
g;:'eat lincage, You sira.ll- see ;.rran)r ol.' th* hl,,l.si-n;;s ;rrr:uligi{ir(l upot-l t.ht:
li:ll')'rr.:r;,r Ah,rahan l.ie f'ul.llll-ie11, Jlor ;;orr she11 sr;e t.l:c r,:rrrarr-t;$ of thr: 1:
Isr.ael fiat'irefed t,ogr:thrlt'. '/or.t slterll $crt: tjtr,' J,alinrrj-tr:s tlilcori.e tlyii;-Ltc
ricii l3htsoro 1ie;o;:lc.

.Iosc.:]rlr i;irrorrgh
l.h Is
t t t : : - r r i . ' r : f

t l t l l j c :  O f

yor.l
shaiL sr) f i  f i ianl / 'of  l i rc sct{-pturc.u . i i r r l f i l . lcr l  c i rnc:, : : r .n, i -n: ; ' i ; i rc } ist ,  rJay.s l , l ; r r l : i . f
vr111 rentin truc.: ilre dcrs;tr.or:r-nfi arr54cl sl,il l-l pe$s i..y l,orr ,:rnd not. sila.l, you.

iltear bro{,her, I hless )'ou in your irociy rviti", i^,ca1tb ;rrnrl strcngt;l-r. f i,.lcss 1,outhat' your n{ntl r:'riy i:,e quir:k. T t.'Lc$s yorr L"ith ttre gift of cllscornr-,jc}.}to I
bI$ss ;Jou viiti: tlre povrer to overeome tenrptation.

f seaL .tfou up that you niiliht eone forth {n ttre morninE of t.iro lyrst, resulrect,ion
and receive i,'otlr elialt*rt,ion accorclinfi t,o thy fhitht)rlness in t,ho nan* of Jesus
Ghr{-st. Arsn.



ITL
\ L

J
Haro ld  Sh ive l y ,  W i . l l i am 's  cous in  and
l i f e long  f r i e i rd  w i th  h i s  w i fe  M i l d red .

M i l d r e d  ( n l i s s )  s a i d :  " I ' 1 1  n e v e r
forget how good they wetre when Bil l'was  

i 11 ,  t hey  were  a lways  the re  to  take
us I  to  the doctor  and/or  hospi ta l  when-
eve r  we  needed  them.  They tve  been  a
wonder fu l  source of  suppor t  to  me,  for
wh ich  f  w i l l  be  fo reve r  s ra te fu l .  "

Itrarold & }fillie entertafn at several nurs-
ing homes & for Senior Citizen dances througfrout

the county. She plays piano, organ & accordian,
Itrarold, violin. Along wlth her brother, who plays
guitar, mandolin, & trtxnpet, they organized the
Senior's Little Band & play somewhere nearly eve:
aat; wil-lj.am T Mlldred enjoyed pany happy even-
ings w-ith them in "jam sessions" & practice. Bill
loved to play his harmonica along with then .

- *= - \

! [ i1 l iam wrote Lhat  he jo ined the Masonic  Lodge in  November of

Lg25  ; i  Ger ing ,  Nebraska .  
-H is  

fa the r ,  John  Henry  B l i ss '  was  a

Mason" as was-h is  mother 's  grandfather ,  ! i l i1 l iarn B- . .  Richards,  and

no  doub t  o the rs  o f  W i l l i am 's  p rogen i to rs .

In  Washington State Wi l l iam belonged to the Del ta  Farmer 's

Crange :and held pos i t ions of  leadership in  that  organj -zat ion '

W i l l i am a l so -be longed  to  seVera l  o the r  o rgan i . za t i ons  i nc lud ing

JE*gelet:n Jjer, _,Elks ' and Eagles -



Wil l iam and l { i - ldred Bl iss loved to  enter ta in  house suests  and
T17ere grac ious hosts .  They just  had that  knack of  maki i lg  guests
feel  comfor tab le and at  home.  They were per fect  Lour  gui -des for  the
local  po ints  of  in terest .  The food a lways del ic ious and abundant .
There were music  and s ing ing,  walks and the enjoyment  of  nature.
But  best  o f  a l l  was the conversat ion-  Wi l t r iam had a wonder fu l
memory for  and charming sty le  of  te l l ing funny exper iences f rom his
pas t .  Love  and  l augh te r  were  Lhe  bes t  pa r t s  o f  be ing  en te r ta ined
by Wi l l iam and Mi ldred.  They made you fee l  rea l ly  r , t ranted;

fiutsT
wi l l iam added a great  deal  o f  en joyment  to  the homes and' soc ia l s  he  a t tended . -  He  cou ld  be  co in ied  on  to  j o in  i n to  the

ac t i v j - t i es  en thus ias t i ca l l y  and .  t o  keep  the  co r rv6 rs r t i on  f l ow lng
smoo th l y ;  He  was  a  ve ry  app rec ia l i sa r , : ^gueg t r  espec ia l l y  i n  p ra i s ing
the cook.  To.h is_new'  daughter- in* law who had to.h.  a  l ; ; " t -p ; ; ; ; ; - '
s a l a d ,  h e  s a i d :  " T h e r e r s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  b a d  p o t a t o  s a l a d
some are jus l  bet ter  than others.  "  v inn ing a permanent  p lace in

Wi l l i am was  a  wonder fu l  co r responden t ,  a l l  h i s l l i f e .  He  was
fa i th fu l  about  keeping in  touch wi lh  t r is  f r iends and fami ly  t ,hrough
le t te rs  and  o f ten  ch ided  h i s  son  abou t  h i s  "b roken  a rm"  s ince  he
was  no t  as  fa i t h fu l  abou t  w r i t i ng .  Many  o f .h i s  l e t t e rs  have  been
saved by the rec ip ients ,  making poss ib le  much of  t ,he in format ion
that  ls  conta j -ned in  th is  l i fe  s tory ' : .  Wi l l iam was re luctant  to
wr i te  h is  l i fe  s tory ,  fee l ing that  there were too many unhappy
t imes and i t  would be depress ing to  wr i te  and depress lng to  read.
For tunate ly ,  the real  Wi i l iarn comes thr :ough in  h is  le t ters

^Ftu

sIruE
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T h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n ,  c o m i n g  a s  i t  d i d ,  j u s t  w h e n  w i 1 1 i - a m  w a s
g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  a n d  g e t t i n g  h l s  a d u l t  s t a r t  i n  t h e  w o r 1 d ,  w a s
d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  h i m .  P r o b a b l y  i t  d i d  m o r e  t o  m o l d  h i m  t h a n  a n y
o t h e r  t h i n g ,  f i r i n g  h l s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  s u c c e e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e
o b s t a c l e s  a n d  n u r f r : r i n g  b i t t e r n e s s  t h a t  w a s  t o  b e  a  l i f e l o n g  p l a g u e .
I t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  e a r n i n g  h i s  l i v l n g  t h a t  w a s  a f f e c t e d  e v e r y  p a r t
o f  h i s  l i f e  w a s  h u r t  b y  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  I t  c a u s e d  s t r e s s  a n d
s e p a r a t - i o n s  t h a t  u n d e r m i n e d  h i s  m a r r i a g e  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .
H i s  p r e g n a n t  w i f e  w a s  m a l n o u r i s h e d  a n d  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  h o m e  c o u l d
n o t  b e  p r o v i d e d .  H i s  h e a l t h ,  a n d  h e r s ,  w e r e  a f f e c t e d .  T h o s e  w e r e
t e r r i b l e  d a y s  f o r  e v e r y o n e  b u t  W i l l i a r n  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  f a l 1  b a c k  o n .
H e  h a d  t o  b e  t o u g h  a n d  h e  w a s .

A s  t h o u g h  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  w e r e n ' t  e n o u g h  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e
" d u s t  b o w 1 "  d a y s  o f  d r o u g h t  a n d  d u s t  s t o r m s  o n  t h e  p l a i n s .  A s
S a v i l l a  s t a t e d  i t  i n  h e r  1 1 f e  s t o r y :  " T h e  c i t i e s  h a d  t h e i r  b r e a d
l i n e s  b u t  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  i t  k n o w  w h a t  1 t  w a s  l i k e  t o
p l a n t  s e e d  t o  f e e d  h u n g r y  l i v e s t o c k  a n d  f o w l  o n l y  t o  s e e  i t  d r y  u p
i n  t h e  h o t ,  d r y  w i n d  t h e  v a l u a b l e  t o p  s o i l  b l o w n  a b o u t  a n d  p i l e d
i n  d r i f t s " "  s h e  c o n t i n u e d :  " r  w a s  e x p e c t i n g  a n o t h e r  b a b y  i n  J a n -
u a r y , 1 9 3 3  a n d  t h e  f o o d  w e  h a d  ( i t  i n c l u d e d  g r e e n  p o t a t o e s )  w a s  n o t
a  g o o d  d i e t  f o r  m e .  I t  w a s  d l f f i c u l t  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t h a t  y e a r .  B o t h
m y  f a t h e r  a n d  B i l l  w e r e  o u t  o f  w o r k ,  t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  f i n d
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o ,  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s . "

W i l l i a m  w r o t e  o f  " b r e a k i n g  u p  h o u s e k e e p i n g ,  s e l l i n g  o u r  f u r n i -
t u r e  a n d  w o r l d l y  b e l o n g l n g s  o n e  b y  o n e  j u s t  t o  1 i v e . "  f n  d e s p e r -
a t i o n  W i l l i a m  l e f t  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  r o d e  t h e  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  w e s t  i n
s e a r c h  o f  w o r k .  O n e  t i m e ,  m a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  W i l 1 1 a m  w r o t e  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  t o  W i l b u r l  " D o n ' t  w o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  i n f l a t l o n .  E v e r y  t i m e
w e  c a t c h  u p  t h e  u n i o n s  s t r i k e  f o r  m o r e  m o n e y  t h e n  t h e  p u r c h a s i n g
p o w e r  g o e s  u p  a g a i n .  f t r s  a  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  f o r  s u r e .  B u t  w e  c a n
s t i l l  b u y  m o r e  t h i n g s  f o r  a n  h o u r ' s  w o r k  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  O n e
h o u r ' s  w o r k  ( i f  w e  c o u l d  g e t  i t )  f o r  a  g a 1 1 o n  o f  g a s .  T o p  w a g e s
w e r e  o n l y  2 5 Q  p e r  h o u r  a n d  n o  j o b s  t o  s p e a k  o f  e i t h e r .  } i l o r k  d a y s
w e r e  1 0  h o r . 4 q s  i f  y o u  w e r e  1 u c k y ,  6  d a y s  a  w e e k . "
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I n  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  W i l l i a m
p u 1 l e d  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  f r o m  t h e n
o n  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  m a t e r i a l  w a n t s  \ . { e r e
w e l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f ;  b e t t e r  t h a n  m o s t
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  B u t  t h e  p r i c
w a s  h i g h .  f t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h i m  t o

f r o m  h o m e  l o n g  h o u r s  a n d  t h e  e m o t i o n a
n e e d s o f  h i s  y o u n g  w i f e  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  m e t . H i s  d i v o r c e
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(  Y o u r s ,  y { f l J r  p a r e n t s ,  y n u r  r h i  l d r e n  - -
tJhat wag rause *- Ef fer: t  --  t* Ihat harmor' ?il:'i ::H,;;o*11"F::' l;"1':;::I'"

F o r  I ^ I i 1 1 i a m ,  t h e  b r e a k u p  o f  h i s  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y
L h e  m a j o r  r e g r e t ,  o b s t a c l e ,  a n d  h e a r t a c h e  o f  h i s  l i f e .  S a v i l l a  a n d
t h e  c h i l d r e n  l e f t  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  I 9 4 O  a n d  f o r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r  h e
p l e a d e d  w i t h  S a v i l l a  a n d  p r a y e d  t o  G o d  t o  h a v e  h i s  f a m i l y  r e s t o r e d
t . o  h i m .

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  n o t i c e  r e a d  s i m P l Y :
"Savil la Bliss has f i led suit in

superior court for a divorce from l{il-
liam Bliss charging cruel treatment.
The couple married in Gering, Nebraska,
1929 and there are Lwo children."

I n  h i s  l i f e  s k e t c h  W i l l i a m  w r o t e  t . h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e
d i v o r c e t  "  r n  L 9 4 0  S a v i l l a ,  b e i n g  . d l s . a t  i s f  i e d  b y  a l l

t h e  h a r d  k n o c k s ,  i l l n e s s  a n d  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,
d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e ,  f i l e d  f o r  d j - v o r c e  a n d  g o t
t h e  d e c r e e  i n  F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h .  S h e  a n d
t h e  c h i l d r e n  l e f t  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  o t h e r
p o i n t s ,  p u t t i n g  a n  e n d  t o  o u r  m a n y  h o p e s - f o r
t t r e  f u t u i e .  T h e  n e x L  t w o  y e a r s  I  s t r u g g l e d  o o r
n o t  c a r i n g  t o o  m u c h  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  I  s t i 1 l

(  c o n t  i n u e d  )
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w e n t  t o  C h u r c h  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m o r a l  h e l o
o f  t h e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  e v e n  t h o u g h  I
w a s n t t  a  m e m b e r .  "

T h e  m a r r i a g e  h a d  b e e n  t r o u b l e d  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  t i m e  h a s
r o v e d  t h a t  o n c e  S a v i l l a  m a d e  u p  h e r  m i n d  t o  l e a v e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  w a y
o  d i s s u a d e  h e r .  I n  h e r  o w n  m i n d  s h e  h a d  g i v e n  e n o u g h  c h a n c e s ,  a n d
a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  e n d u r a n c e .  S h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  e n t e r  b a c k
n t o  w h a t  s h e  s a w  a s  a n  i m p o s s i b l e ,  h o p e l e s s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a f r a i d  s h e
o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  u p  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  l e a v e  a g a i n .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  h a r d
o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  h i s  a n g u i s h e d  p l e a d i n g s  d i d  n o t  s o f t e n  h e r  h e a r t .
h e y  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  - -  l o n g  a f t e r  s h e  h a d  r e m a r r i e d .

f n  M a r c h  o f  L 9 4 O  W i 1 1 j - a m  w r o t e :  " W h e n  I  w a t c h e d  y o u  l e a v i n g  w i t h
h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  I  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l d l n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g  f o r
u r  h a p p i n e s s  w a s  g o i n g  s o u t h  w i t h  y o u .  O u r  o n l y  c h a n c e  i n  t h e  w o r l
o  b r i n g  u p  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  e n j o y  t h e i r  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  a s  t h e y  g r o w
p .  I  a l s o  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  y o u  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  m e a n t  m o r e  t o  m e  t h a n
n y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t h e  w h o l - e  w o r l d  ( e v e n  l i f e ) .  I f  y o u  w i l l  o n l y
i v e  m e  o n e  m o r e  c h a n c e  I  w i l l  p r o v e  i t  t o  y o u .  P l - e a s e  t r y  t o  l - o v e
e  a n d  f o r g l v e  m e  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  I  h a v e  d o n e  t o  h u r t  y o u .  "

O t h e r  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  W i 1 1 1 a m r s  l e t t e r s :

( O c t .  I 9 4 O  -  " W h e n  f  t o l d  y o u  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  a  d i v o r c e  1  t h o u g h t
h a d  3 0  d a y s  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  m i n d .  Y o u  a l w a y s  d i d .  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w

h a t  y o u  h a d  s o m e o n e  e l s e  t u c k e d  a w a y  i n  y o u r  h e a r t  t o  k e e p  t h e  d o o r
h u t  f r o m  m e .  I t  w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  m i s t a k e  f  e v e r  m a d e  a n d  I  w i l l
l w a y s  h a v e  t o  p a y .  "

" f  t h l n k  a b o u t  y o u  a n d  t h e  k i d d i e s  a l m o s t -  c o n t i n u a l l y .  I  d r e a m
b o u t  y o u  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  "

" S a v i l 1 a ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  m a k e  a n o t h e r  m i s t a k e .  T h e y  c o s t  s o  m u c h .
k n o w  b e c a u s e  i f  I  l o s e  y o u  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n r s  l o v e  f  h a v e  l o s t

o r e  t h a n  I ' 1 1  e v e r  h a v e .  f  k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  t o  h a v e  a  b r o k e n  h e a r t .
h a v e  p a i d  d e a r l y  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t h s .  I  w i l l  g o  a n y w h e r e  a n d  d o

n y t h i n g  y o u  a s k  f o r  j u s t  t o  b e  w i t h  y o u  a g a i n .  I  l o v e  y o u ,  e v e r y
i t t l e  h a i r  a n d  w r i n k l e  o f  y o u .  J u s t  g i v e  m e  e v e n  a  c h a n c e  f o r  y o u r
o v e .  M a k e  m e p r o v e  i t  t o  y o u .  M a k e  a n y  k i n d  o f  d e m a n d ,  o n l y  d o n ' t
a k e  m e  s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  y o u .  P l e a s e ,  T  b e g  y o u . "

" W e  h a v e  s o  m u c h  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  f o r .  A n d  y o u  k n o w  w e  c a n  b e
a p p y  1 f  w e  t r y .  l l e  h a v e  t w o  f i n e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w e  b o t h  n e e d  t h e m .
f  a l s o  n e e d  y o u .  I  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  d a y  a n d  n l g h t  s i n c e  y o u  l e f t  m e .
I  h a v e  t o  h a v e  y o u ,  a l l  t h r e e  o f  y o u ,  t o  b e  h a p p y .  I  h a v e  a s k e d
G o d  t o  g i v e  y o u  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b a c k  t o  m e .

" T a k e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  C h u r c h ,  H o n e y .  T h a t  i s  o n e  t h l n g  y o u  h a v e
a g a i n s t  m e .  f  p r o m l s e  t o  t a k e  u p  C h u r c h  s e r i o u s l y  i f  y o u  e v e r
c o m e  t o  m e .  "

" f  h a v e  c l e a r e d  y o u r  n a m e  o n  m o s t  o f  t h e  d e b t s  a s  f  p r o m i s e d  y o u
I  w o u l d .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  h o s p i t a l ,  d o c t o r s ,  a n d  a b o u t  $ 8 0 0 . 0 0  t o

w l e i g h ' s  w i t h  y o u r  n a m e  o n .  I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  r u n  a r o u n d  $ 1 2 0 0 . 0 0

(  C o n t i n u e d  )
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" f  h a v e  b e e n  h u r t  v e r y  b a d ,  S a v i 1 1 a ,  f  l o v e  t h e  k i d d i e s  a s  m u c h
a s  y o u  e v e r  d i d .  H o n e y ,  f  a m  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  a  _ s 1 a v e  o f  m e  a l l
t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  l i f e  j u s t  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  y o u r  l o v e  a n d  p r e s e n c e .
W h e n  I  t h i n k  o f  t r e a s u r e s ,  m o n e y r  l a n d ,  h o m e ,  c a r s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  I
m i g h t  w a n t ,  t h e n  s a y  w h i c h  o n e  d o  I  w a n t  m o s t ,  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  t h e
s a m e  a n s w e r s  - -  y o u  a n d  1 o v e .  T h i s  i s  m y  o f f e r  o r  S a c r l f i c e .
W h a t  w i l l  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s a m e  e n d i n g ?  A n s w e r
p l e a s e .  D o n ' t  t a l k  a r o u n d  i t .  "

" A s  t o  f i n d i n g  a n y b o d y  t o  t a k e  y o u r  p l a c e  t h e r e  i s  n o  u s e .  I
d o n ' t  g o  t o  m a n y - s h o w s  n o r  t o  v e r y  m a n y  p l a c e s .  I  u s u a l l y  p l a y
s o l l t a i r e .  "

" L y n d e n  W a s h i n g t o n
J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  L 9 4 3
J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 4 0

D e a r  S a v i L I a ,  T h r e e  1 o n g ,  l o n e l y , d r e a r y  y e a r s  h a v e  a L  l a s t

p a s s e d  b y .  Y e a r s  o f  h o p e  t u r n e d  i n t o  f a i l u r e .  f  t a k e  t h i s  n i g h t

y e u r  a f t b r  y e a r  a n d  1 e t  m y  t h o u g h t s  d r i f t  b a c k  w l t h  y o u  a n d  m y

i < i d . d i - e s .  f  h a v e  t r i e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  s t a r t  o v e r  a n d  r e l i e v e  m y

m i n d  o f  t h e  p a s t  m i s t a k e s  a n d  s o r r o w  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  d r a g  m e  d o w n -  -
w h e r e v e r  f  g o . . . .  T h r e e  y e a r s  t h a t  f r i e n d s  h a v e  p r o m i s e d  m e  w o u l d

e r a s e  y o u  f i o m  m y  m e m o r y  a n d  l e t  m e  f o r g e t  y o u .  T h r e e  y e a r s  h a v e

g o n e  b i  a n d  m y  t l o u g h t s  a n d  l o v e  a r e  a s  s t r o n g  f o r  y o u  a s  t h e y

e v e r  w e r e . . . "

W i l 1 1 a m ' s  l e t t e r s  n e v e r  s t o p p e d  l a r n e n t i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  w i f e

a n d  c h i l d r e n  n o r  o f  h i s  l o v e  f o r  t h e m .  T h a t  h e  b e c a m e  b i t t e r

t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  b u t  t h e  s a m e  w a s  t r u e  o f  S a v i l  1 a .  T h e r e  c a n

a l s o  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t \ , i l o  t r o u b l e d

s o u l s  a  g r e a t  l o v e  t h a t  w a s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  e r a d i c a t e d  b y  t i m e

o r  e v e n t s .
.L .L :k Jc :k :'c :! )k :k :k :k :k :k >t :k :k :k >l :k :k :'r Jr Jr ;l Jr :'r :k :k :k )'i

t o l d  W i l b u r  t h l s  p o p u l a r  1 9 4 0 ' s  s o n g  d e s c r i b e d  h i m :

LAUGH]NG ON THE OUTSIDE C R Y I N G  O N  T H E  ] N S I D E

T h e  c r o w d  s e e s  m e  o u t  d a n c i n g l  C a r e f r e e  a n d  r o m a n c i n g ;
H a p p y  w i t h  m y  s o m e o n e  n e w  -  O h ,  I ' m  l a u g h i n g  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e ,
C r y i n g  o n  t h e  i n s i d e ,  C a u s e  I ' m  s t i 1 1  i n  l o v e  w i t h  y o u .
T h e y  s e e  m e  n l g h t  a n d  d a y  t i m e ;  H a v i n g  s u c h  a  g a y  t i m e ;
T h e y  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  I  g o  t h r o u g h .  O h ,  f ' m  l a u g h i n g

o n  t h e  o u t s i d e ;  C r y i n g  o n  t h e  i n s l d e ,
C a u s e  I ' m  s t i l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  y o u .
N o  o n e  k n o w s  i t ' s  j u s t  a  p o s e ,  P r e t e n d i n g  T ' m  g l a d  w e r r e  a p a r t .
l f h e n  I  c r y  m y  e y e s  a r e  d t y i  T h e  t e a r s  a r e  i n  r n y  h e a r t .
M y  d a r l i n g  c a n ' t  w e  m a k e  u p l  E v e r  s i n c e  o u r  b r e a k u p ,
M a k e  b e l i e v e  i s  a l l  I  d o
I ' m  l a u g h i n g  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  a n d  c r y i n g  o n  t h e  i n s i d e ,
C a u s e  f ' m  s t i 1 1  i n  l o v e  w i t h  y o u .

W i l l i a m
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W h e n  W i 1 : 1 - i a m  w a s  r e a d i n g  s t r i c t l y  f o r
r e a d  d e t e c t i v e  s t o r i e s .  H e  s u b s c r i b e d  L o
" f n s i d e  D e t e c t i v e , "  m a g a z i n e s  w i t h  s t o r i e s

H e  a l s o  l o v e d  t h e  o 1 d  w e s t e r n  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  B i 1 1 y  t h e  K i d ,
W y a t t  E a r p ,  I n d i a n s  l i k e  G e r o n o m o  e t c .  T h e y  a l s o  w e r e  s u p p o s e d
t o  b e  t r u e  s t o r i e s  a n d  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  w a s  p a r t l y  w h y  W i l l i a m
f a v o r e d  t h e m .
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W i l l i a m  w a s n ' t  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  t l m e  f o r  h o b b i e s  b u t  h e f w a s
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  h a d  s o m e  k n o w l e d g e  o n  m o s t  a n y t h i n g
y o u  c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  e n i o y e d  s t u d , y i n g ,
b n d  h a d  a  r e n n a r k a b l e  m e m o r y .  H e  h a E - a  n a t u r a l  m e c h a n i c a l  a b i l i t y
a n d  e n j o y e d  t i n k e r i n g  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  m e c h a n i c a l .  H e  s t u d i e d  t h e
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  D o u g l a s  A i r c r a f t  w h e n  h e  w o r k e d  t h e r e  a n d  m a d e  s e v -
e r a l  v a l u a b l e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  p r o d u c t i v i t y .

W i l l i a m  e n j o y e d  c o l l e c t i n g  c o i n s .  H e  b e g a n  c o l l e c t i n g
f n d i a n  h e a d  p e n n i e s  a s  a  y o u n s t e r  a n d  a d d e d  B u f f a l o  n i c k l e s  a n d
o t h e r  c o i n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .

W i l l i a m  h a d  a  l o v e  f o r  m u s i c  a n d
w e l l  a n d  m a d e  a n  e f f o r t  t o  l e a r n  t h e
A m o n g  h i s  p a p e r s  w e r e  t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n
a n d  " T h e  P r i s o n e r ' s  S o n g . "  H e  p l a y e d
f o r  h i s  o w n  p l e a s u r e .

W 1 1 1 i a m ' s  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  a l w a y s  p e o p l e .  H i s
g e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t  1 n  p e o p l e  m a d e  h i m  a  w o n d e r f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t .
I t  a l s o  h e l p e d  h i m  s u c c e e d  a s  a  s a l e s m a n .  W i l l i a m  w a s  a l w a y s  w e l l
k n o w n  a n d  w e l l  l i k e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n l t i e s  w h e r { h e  l i v e d .

p l e a s u r e  h e  l o v e d  t o
" T r u e  D e t e c t i v e "  a n d

o f  a c t u a l  p o l i c e  c a s e s

w a s  a  g o o d  d a n c e r .  H e  s a n g
w o r d s  t o  t h e  s o n g s  h e  l o v e d .

w o r d s  t o  " M y  W i l d  I r i s h  R o s e "
t h e  h a r m o n i c a  a n d  J e w ' s  h a r p



Wil l iam p iobabl t  never  t rave
ex tens i ve l y  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes

1ed  ove rseas  bu t
beginning when a

he  t rave led
very young man
i n  W i l l i a m ' so f  2 0 .  f n  t h e  s p r i n g - o f  L 9 A 5 w e 1 1 ,  h e r e  i - t  i s

o w n  w o r d s :
" I n  t h e  s p r i n g  t h e n  e a s y  t r a v e l

m e t h o d  ( b y  s i d e  c a r  P u l l m a n  f r e i g h t  t r a i n ) .  I  a r r l v e d  f r o m  G i b b o n
Nebraska to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming and met  an  o1d f r iend  there  who was

w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b u t  w h o  w a s  f i r e d  f o r  t a l k i n g  b a c k .  H e

a s k e d  m e  w h e : r e  f  w a s  g o i n g ,  w h i c h  w a s  p e r h a p s  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e .
H e  s a i d  i f  f  w o u l d  w a i t  a b o u t  L h r e e  d a y s  h e  w o u l d  8 o  a l o n g . . . .
W e  s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  g o  w e s t  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  L o  F l o r i d a  i n s t e a d .

Llobo Srrr te
, 'we  f  i na l l y  reach6@gia  by  ra i1 ,  rhen  h i r ched

r ides  to  Fo r t  Va11ey  where  we  go t  j obs  I  as  a  pack ing  shed  ope r -
a to r  and  he  l oad ing  ca rs .  We f i nJ -shed  up  i n  Ju l y  and  pa id  fo r  a
r i de  to  Tampa ,  F lo r i da .  The  on l y  j ob  we  were  ab le  to  ge t  vas  l oad -
ing  and  un load ing  sh ips .  Th i s  was  Loo  dangerous  and  we  qu i t  i n  a
f e w  h o u r s .  M y  p a r t n e r  g o t  s i c k  a n d  I  w i r e d  h o m e  f o r  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 .  I
bough t  a  ca r  f o r  $50 .00  and  we  s ta r ted  back .  En te r i ng  Memph is ,
Tennessee ,  ve  ran  i n to  ano the r  ca r .  We  made  i t  i - n to  A rkansas
where  I  so ld  the  ca r  f o r  S t5 .O0  and  we  made  the  re tu rn  t r l p  t o
Nebraska hobo style'  

u,t iT-k &rofre-r
Some years  la te r  f i f f i . r  t rave led  r , r i th  h is  younger  b ro ther ,

D a r o l d .  D a r o l d  g a v e  t h i s  m u c h  d e t a i l  a b o u t  t h a t  t r i p  i n  a  l e t t e r
t o  W i - l b u r :

"Your  Dad,  j -n  h is  s i -ng le ,  younger  days  had toured  the  south
G e o r g i a ,  F l o r i d a  a n d  s o  o n .  H e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  t h a t  h e  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  d o  i t  a g a l n .  S o  $ / e  p o o l e d  o u r  i n t e r e s t s ,  s h a r e d  e x p e n s e s ,

a n d  m a d e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c i r c u i - t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  W e

h a d .  a  c o u s 1 n ,  A n n a  S n e 1 1 ,  r e s i d j - n g  i n  O s h k o s h ,  W i s c o n s i n  a n d  v i s i t -

i n g  h e r  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  m a j o r , s t o P . "

D a r o 1 d . p r o c e e d . e d . " f f i t h e i r g r a n d . p a r e n t s , ( A 1 a n _
s o n  a n d  H e n r i e t t a  B l i s s )  g r a v e s  a t  B a r t o n  C e m e t e r y  a n d  t a l k i n g  w i t h

an o1d t1mer  who remember6d the i r  dad,  John Henry-  and h is  tw in  b ro-

t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  H e n r y .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  h o m e  w h e r e
t he i r  f a the r  g rew up .

Dur ing  Wor ld  War  f I  W i l l i am
made  t r i ps  by  bo th  t ra in  and  ca r
between Lynden,  Washington and
C h i c a g o ,  f l l i n o i s  o n c e  w i t h  a
de tou r  t o  Nevada  to  ge t  mar r i ed .

(  Cont  inued )
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Then la ter  there were numerous t r ips between Sandy,  Oregon and
edona ,  A r i - zona .  These  l as t  were  no t  necessa r i l y  p leasu re  t r i ps
ut  wi ih  Mi ldred a long Lhey were a lways p leasant .  I { i11 iam did the
r i v i ng  a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y  (h i s  son ' s  l i ke  tha t  t oo )  and  M i ld red
id the navigat ing.

(L U S A
The i r  t 96B  t r i p  wd 6" j  ure.  Mi ldred to ld  i t

trr ' j -s t ime:
"We went  up in to Canada in  Br i t ish Columbi-a,  across through

AlberLa to  Calg i ry ,  then down in to Montana.  Saw Glac ier  Park,  the
grani te  faces in  South Dakota,  went  to  Dead t r ' Iood where Calami ly  { "1"
i nd  Wi l -d  B i l l  H i ckock  were  f rom,  then  ove r  t o  M inneso ta .  (She  d idn ' t
say  so ,  bu t  t hey  p robab ly  s topped  a t  Mayo  B ra the rs  i n  Roches te r '
Minnesota. )  We saw beaut i fu l  Niagara Fal ls  and r , rent  across to  New

ork .  We wan ted  to  see  Lhe  S ta tue  o f  L ibe r t y  bu t  cou ldn ' t  f i nd  i t .
WenL down the easl  coast  to  At lant ic  CiLy and walked out  on the
boardwa lk .

"Ar lene was in  New Jersey Lhen so we spent  a few days there.
We wen t  t o  Wash lng ton  D .C .  and  T  a lways  reg re t ted  tha t  r+ ie  d idn ' t
s6ay  l onger  a t  l eas t  ove rn igh t ,  Guess  ou r  t ime  was  l im i ted  fo r
soml reaion but rnre had such a wonderful tr ip. We went on down
Highway 1 on the east  coast  to  F lor ida.  We went  out  on the Keys as
fa i  as we could go.  We saw the Everg lades,  then spent  2 n ights  in
Miarn i  a t  the Mis i  Mote l ,  r ight  on Lhe ocean.  Very enjoyable.  We
swam i "n  the  A t l an t i c '  

&
"Then we drove up througE-fexas and Louisianna and home to

Sed.ona.  I t  tsas a monlh or  6  week t r ip .  We le f t  i -n  Ju ly  and r ' rere :
a t  A r lene ' s  t he  end  o f  Augus t .  B i l l  d i d  a l l  t he  d r i v i ng  and  I  -  '

s tud ied  the  t rave l  books  i nd  po in t s  o f  i n te res t .  I { e  en joyed  t rave l - ,
j - n g  t o g e t h e r .  "

"As  f  t h ink  back ,  we  d id  a  1o t  o Erave l i ng .  We bo th  l oved  j . t

and norr i  i t 's  a  lo t  o f  n i .ce memor ies ,  yet  k inda sad because we tho
we'd.  go back easL again.  We nost ly  t raveled between Oregon and
Ar i zona  bu t  en joyed  many  s ide  t r i ps  to  see  re la t i ves  and  p laces  o f
in terest  nearby. -  Then there r rere the t . r ips Lo the,  Mayo Cl in ic  in  '

Roches te r ,  M inneso ta .  We wen t  t he re  eve ry  tB  mon ths  o r  2  yea rs  be -
g inning in  L965.  We drove most ly  bo!  - f lew sornet imes and a lways
6n5oyed  the  f l i gh ts  rou t  i nLo  the  v i l d  b lue  yonder . ' "

Thei r  last  t r ip  was in  the spr ing of  1981-  when they went  to
Rochester  and received the sad nenrs eoncern i .ng Wi l l iam's heal th .

ahe.
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will iam ffi;=;all ippines of jokes saved from
newspapers and magazines were found al l  among his th ings. One
frequent ly to ld joke had to do with Harold Shively (or anyone
e lse  handy ) H e  s a i d :

"Someone  sa id  Haro ld  Sh ive l y  wasn t t  good  enough  Lo  ea t
w i l h  t h e h o g s .  I  d e c i d e d  I ' d  s t l c k  u p  f o r  h i m  a n d  s o
I  t o l d  t h e m  h e  w a s  t o o . ' i

&UTffiffiffiffig1ffiffi

A depenllab-iE-;;r *"s 
" lmy" 

necessary-roi ^WIII iarn 
-- his l ive-

l ihood deiended.  on them. There are p ic tures of  the ear ly  cars he

used  fo r  h i s  Raw le igh  and  Watk ins '  rou les .  He  so ld  the  one  he

used  fo r  t he  Raw le i fh  rou te  - -  we '11  1e t  h im  te l1  j - t .  He  wro te :

"Had  to  se l l  ou r  new 1931  Fo rd  Mode l  A  coupe  t r i t h  l ess

r h a n  7 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  o n  i t  f o r  $ 3 2 5 . 0 0 .  I  o h r - e d _  - $ 3 0 0 . 0 0 .  I

sp l i t  i . f t u  $25 .00  o r  l ess  w i th  Sav j - l l a ,  mY w i . f e - ,  and  took

a ' f re igh t  t ra in  toward  Wash ing ton  S ta te  to  l ook  fo r  work . ' '

We  have  no  reco rd  o f  mos t  o f  W i l l i am 's  ca rs  bu t  once  the re

was a Mod.el T and there r,t ias a L939 Plymouth that was wrecked '

There was at  least  one Dod.ge and at  least  one Chevro let  ( in  which

he and Mi ldred had a wreck)  )  But  for  the most  par t  ! i l i - l l iam was

sold on Buicks,  b ig  Buicks.  He loved them and for  some t ime bought

a new one near iy  every year .  Mi ldred remembqTq that  .she drove onb

o f  rhose  th roug i l  
"  

* " i t .  I t  had  nea r l y  100 ,000  m i les -6n  i t  and

Wi l l iarn t raded i t  for  a  down payment  on a house in  Phoenix ,  Ar izona'
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T R I X I E  a n d  M I N N f E

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t r { i l l i a m ' s  c h i l d r e n  h a d  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h l t e
dog  named  T r i x ie  and  a  ca t  named  M inn ie .  They  were  good  pe t . s  and
were  g rea t  comfo r t  and  company  fo r  h im  when  Sav i l l a  and  the  ch i l -
d r e n  l e f t .

L a t e r  t r { i l l i a m  w a s  t r a v e l i n g  t o o  m u c h  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  a
p e t .  H a p p i l y  t h a t  c h a n g e d  a f t e r  h e  m a r r i e d  M i l d r e d  a n d  o n c e  a g a i n
p e t s  w e r e  a  p a r t  o f  W i l l i a m ' s  1 i f e .

RANGER

M i l d r e d  a n d  W i l l i a m  g o t  R a n g e r ,  t h e  b i g  G e r m a n  S h e p h e r d ,  s o o n
a f t e r  t h e y  m o v e d  t o  S a n d y ,  O r e g o n .  W i l l i a m ' s  s i s t e r ,  B l a n c h e ,  g o L
h i m  f o r  t h e m .  A r l e n e  t o o k  c a r e  o f  h i m  f o r  t h e m  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e
away  1n  A r i  zona .  W i l l i am a lways  l oved  Ranger  and  they  had  h im  fo r
a  l o n g  t i m e .

NUBB]NS

N u b b i n s  w a s  t h e i r  b e l o v e d  c a t  t h e y  b o t h  l o v e d  s o  m u c h .  T h e y
g o t  h i m  w h e n  h e  r , , z a s  a  s i c k l y  l i t t l e  k i t t e n ,  f r o m  o n e  o f  W i l l i a m ' s
A A A  c l i e n t s  - -  a  c r i p p l e d  1 a d y .  N u b b i n s  w a s  a  M a n x ' w i t h  a  n a t -
u r a l  b o b - t a i l  a n d  h e  w a s  a  d e v o t e d  p e t  w h o  u s e d  u p  h l s  n i n e  1 i v e s .
H e  w a s  b i t  b y  a  r a t t l e  s n a k e ,  h i t  b y  a  t r u c k ,  a n d  h a d  o t h e r  c l o s e
c a 1 1 s .  U n l i k e  t h e i r  d o g s ,  N u b b i n s  w e n t  e v e r y w h e r e  w i t h  t h e m
i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  l e f t  i n  O r e g o n .

S a m ,  t h e  c a t ,  a d o p t e d  W i l l i a m  a n d  M i l d r e d .  C a m e  t o  d i n n e r ,
s h e  s a i d ,  a n d  d i d n ' t  g o  h o m e .  S a m  w a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  b u t  l o v i n g
a n d  1 o v e d .

SHEBA

W i l l i a m ' s  l a s t  p e t ,  S h e b a ,  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  G e r m a n  S h e p h e r d ,
w a s  a  g i f t  f r o m  B l a n c h e  i n  1 9 7 9 .  S h e  r e m a i n s  ( i n  1 9 B B )  t o  c o m f o r t
M i l d r e d  i n  h l s  a b s e n c e  j u s t  a s  T r i x i e  a n d  M i n n i e  o n c e  c o m f o r t e d
W i l l i a m  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  h i s  l o v e d  o n e s .

W]LD CRITTERS

SAM

! [ i 1 1 i a m  t o o k  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n
o n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  i n  S e d o n a r A r i z o n a
them each  even ing  and  then  i , va tched
t h e y  f e a s t e d  s k u n k s ,  f o x e s ,  b u l 1
t h e  r a c c o o n ,  w a s  h i s  f a v o r i t e .  S h e
o f  h i s  hand  and  b rough t  he r  bab ies

b e f r i e n d i n g  t h e  w i l d  a n l m a l s
.  He  l a id  ou t  a  f i ne  mea l  f o r
i n  de l i gh t  f rom the  w indow as

s n a k e s ,  r a c c o o n s  e t c .  S u s i e ,
t o o k  c h i c k e n  b o n e s  r i g h t  o u t

u p  t o  s h o w  h i m .
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DrFtence+ept  wi f f iam f .or  k"o* i te  Wi lbur 's  four  ch i ldren,
Andrea,  Randy,  Dbnie l ,  and Larry ,  rea l -ve l1 buL the re la t ionship
wi th each of  Lhem was a lways good and mutual ly  sat is fy ing.  Hi -s
o ldest  grandchi - ld ,  Andrea,  remembers going to  Oregon Lo v is i t
Grandma and Grandpa Bl iss when she was four  years o1d.  She de-
l i gh ted  Wi l l i am by  say ing :  " f  j us t  came to  see  you . r  . house . "  He
of ten to ld  that  s tory  and a lso how when asked whieh vas her  o ldest
toe,  she point .ed one out .  He gave her  horsey-back r ides around
the house and found being a grandpa pretLy much to h is  l ik ing.

Andrea inc luded some of  her  specia l  memor ies in  the eulogy
she  gave  a t  he r  Grandpa ' s  fune ra l ,  F@

"V is i t i ng  w i
Grandpa knew all
we l l  as  the  bes t
hos t  t o  eve ryone .
te r r i f i c  sense  o f
remembered every

th Grandma and GraffpE-ffiTT-rways lots of fun.
the  back  roads  and a l l  the  pre t t ies t  v iews,  ds
swimming holes.  fn  fact ,  Grandpa T4ras the per fect

He  was  a  wonder fu l  conve rsa t i ona l i s t  w i th  a
humor.  He loved to  te11 stor ies and ahvays

d e t a i l . J*4+ ll':t',*'u
"He and Grandma gave us-Titls

we misht  have mlssed rs i thout  them
an apprec i -at ion for  nature that

ght  have mlssed rs i thout  them. They loved p lants  and animals
and seemed to know every one nearby.  Once r , rhen f  v is i ted them
in  A r i zona  f  was  t i ck led  to  see  them se t  a  tab le  ou t  on  a  f l a t
rock j -n  the back yard and then wai t  i .ns j .de to  see a l l  the animals
come to  d j -nne r .  They  fed  foxes ,  and  rabb i t s ,  and  racoons .  Some
of  them even had names to go wi th  the i r  personal i t ies and charac-
te r i s t i cs .  

L t yW W
"When my brother  got  marr ied and needed an inexpensive honeymoon
ret reat ,  Grandma and Grandpa Bl iss of fered them the use of  the i r
home over look ing Oak Creek in  Ar i .zona ruhi le  they were in  Oregon.
That  k ind of  generos i ty  w_as typ ica l  o f  Grandpa and Grandma."

9-,-;- CJ^;'tt^'^-
There was only a vefyff ionship between ! i l i11iam

and  h i s  daugh le r  Doro thy rs  9  l i v i ng  ch i -1d ren .  Roche l l e  d ied  a t
age  4  days .  Then  the re  were  Chr i s t i ne ,  Lau re l ,  Janae ,  Bonn ie ,
Mark ,  Jay ,  Shauna ,  Sco t t ,  and  Ma t thew.  DoroLhy  had  chosen  no t
to  inc lude her  fa ther  back in to her  l i fe  and thus her  ch i ldren
hard ly  knew of  the i r  B l iss  grandparents.  Af ter  they were grown,
Dorothy 's  two o ldest  ch i - ldren,  Chr is t ine and Laur i -e ,  d id  communi-
c a t e  w i t h  h i m  t o  s o m e  e x t e n L  i n  l e t t e r s .  T h i s  p l e a s e d  t l i l l i a m ,
who had a lways longed to have the r i f t  repai red between h imsel f
and Dorothy.

Because Sedona,  Ar izona was pret ty  far  removed f rom Oregon,
W i l l i a m  d i d n ' t  k n o w  M e r l e t s ,  A r l e n e ' s  a n d  J a n e t ' s  c h i l d r e n  r e a l

e1 l  un t i l  he  and  M i ld red  re tu rned  to  Oregon  to  l i ve  i n  1976 .

(  Cont  j -nued )
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Unfortff iE-te1y l{ i l l iam didnf t knov any of hi;Achildren real
cause they were usual ly  separated by a lo t  o f  mi les.  However ,

here is  no doubt  that  they were specia l  to  each other  in  a lo t
ays. One of them was always known between Wil l iam and Mildred
s  "Grandpa ' s  G i r l . "  However ,  M i l d red  rn ron t t  t e l l  wh ich  one  fo r

fear  that  one of  the others (a11 specia l  in  the i r  own ways)  wi l l
eel s l ighted 

@f
Mer le  and Sh i r ley 's  ch i ld ren  are  Kev in ,  Pat r i c ia  (pa t t i ) ,

r i n ,  D iana ,  and  Jon .  ^'  
Arle'n 91

ding anniversary - -  g iv ing them a specia l  bond.
Co* Aonc-a flrl frz Tres

Ar lene 's  ch i ldrdr l  n ts  when they

wel l

o f

A r lene rs  ch i l d ren  a re  She i l ah  and  James  (J immy) ,  and  Jane t ' s
nd Dennisr  ch i . ldren are Ju l ie  Ann and Kenneth.

,&4F ;* tu- gtqts
One time Ken and Julie came to stay al l  night with Grandma and

randpa Bl iss and they had been eat ing some hard Chr is tmas candy.
en was about  three years o ld and he came out  to  the k i tchen and
sked  Grandpa  fo r  a  g lass  o f  wa te r .  B i l l  go t  a  sma l l ,  t h i ck  g lass

d f i l led i t  w i th  water .  When Ken went  to  take a dr ink f rom i t ,
e  b j - t  i t  as he had been doing the candy,  and i t  c runched and broke
n h is  mouth.  He wasn' t  exc i ted buL Grandma and Grandpa were.
en a lways seemed to have a knack for  get t ing hur t .  Once when he
as L4 or  L5 and skate board ing down thei r  nearby h i1 l ,  he fe l l  and
racked  h i s  head  open  and  had  to  be  hosp i ta l i zed .  Ken  l oves  to  f i sh
nd he and Grandpa would have enjoyed f ishing together i f  t ,hey had
ver  managed i t .  f t  qeemed Qgandpa-was a lways busy!

I-U WIA*
Ju l i e  i s  a r t i s t i c  and  makes  Chr i s tmas  ca rds ,  do ing  the  l e t , t , e rs

iLh ca l igraphy.  She was born on her  Grandma and Grandpa Bl iss 's

j .ved in  Ar izona (sedona) .  They were New Jersey c i ty  k ids and they
oved the f reedom of  larger  open spaces.  B i l l  once took J immy for

walk  and he sa id:  "Grand.pa,  do you own that  t ree?"  Grandpa said
es,  and then he pointed out  4  or  5  more t rees,  ask ing the same
uest ion and get t ing the same answer.  Then J immy said:  "Boy,
r a n d p a ,  y o u t r e  r i c h ! "

s l
Sheila once baked ffiftffi-Le=ates For them and ate half the

t ler .  Grandpa and Grandma teased her  about  that .  She stayed a
ek whi le  the resL of  the fami ly  went  on to  Cal i forn ia.  Her

randma used that  oppor tuni ty  to  t ,each her  to  sew,  beginning wi th
sundress .

When Mer le and Shi r ley v is i ted wi th  the i r  5  ch i ldren,  a  great
ime could be expected,  wi th  music ,  s ing ing and laughter  and
lways wi th  Grandpa teas ing the ch i ldren at  every oppor tuni ty .
on d idn ' t  get  to  know h is  Grandpa very 1ong,  but  he loved h im.

e ch i ldren were a l l  rea l ly  good about  wr i t ing thank you notes for
i f ts  g iven and those notes have been cher ished and saved.

Kacen-t; Kapsies
nar r r r  as  a  gooo coo rhan one occas l -on  she

de cookies for Grandpa. Shers also a good pie maker! Kevin played
in a teenage dance group, Patti was a Campfire Gir! -; a teacher.

Diana



uJhds Tn^tl Lets
SoilJ AfiridJL

Ret i remen t  wasn rL  i n  W i l l i am 's  na tu re  and  s ince  he  hadn ' t
been punching a t ime c lock,  he seemed to fee l  no urgency to  s top
work ing.  The real  ent icement  Lo ret i re  was to  be able to  return
to the i r  dream home in  Sandy,  Oregon.  And f ina l ly  they d id.

Wi l l i am d idn ' t  r e t i r e  to  s i t  i n  a  rock ing  cha i r .  The re  was
lots  of  work to  do on the Sandy proper ty .  I t  was a wonder fu l  t ime
fo r  W i l l i am and  M i ld red .  B i t s  o f  l e t t e rs  shov  the i r  en joymen t :

Feb .  1980  "G lad  you  l i ke  you r  Chr i s tmas  p resen t .  Yes ,  we
were  too t i ng  up  a  s to rm o r  aL  l eas t  t hey  r re re .  f  was  t r y ing  to
catch up. First tj.me we tried it." (about tape they rnade singing & plcatch up. First t j .me we tr ied iL." (Sout_tape they-nade singing & Blay-ino lof.s of olrl favorite, tr:rreS)"Er*en -Des,qr6. xprq!1s_r_Sre4yg::&g, sr.;&i"]"frf'.3t"?Jd Sagg;*t" trnes
were here f ,ogef ,ner  r -n  septemDer,h t o s e thEi Tn 

*S 
d D t eiribe r .'* 

- 
th e Sh iV e fv--S*'bt-oiiimt-* the i rveJ-y '  s  Droug

accord j .an and f idd le over  and af ter  d inner  we made music  and sang.
That was fun. Bil l  played the harmonica along too and Jeanne
whist led.  I t  sounded pret ty  good.  Also Gladys p layed our  organ
and Joe and Mi l l ie  harmoni .zed together .  t r r le  sure l ike Joe,  he 's
a gem of a guy and Gladys is lucky. He has buil t  her such a
beaut i fu l  new home.  Hope they can come back here somet ime."

bes ides"The Shively's are nj.ce nei.ghbors -:-Eq!gfd and Mi-l l ie, besi-det

fun t_o_be wjth" they are a-J-ways heTpTtT-in mant'-w-ays:-"-lfd----bein.g.fg3r-t*g-.-be wf !*h;, ,!b.ey_-,_qf-q_- a-Lways helprtrul- l-n many ways ' tf e

!p,!I,- el.l-gv* -!]l9- P-119-ge '" FooLbiTl-i_-L
Bui ld ing that  foot  br idge was Wi l1 i .a-m's most  en joyed ret i re-

men t  ac t i v i t y .  I t  i s  a  ve ry  f i ne  and  a t t rac t i ve  b r i dge  tha t  makes
i t  poss i .b le  to  v i s i t  back  and  fo r th  w j - th  the  Sh ive l y ' s .

" W e t v e  b e e n t r y ing  to  ge t  you r  Dad ' s  l i f e  s to ry
f  get  h im to ta lk ing about  o ld  t ine

down on paper .

and fami ly  somet imes and I 've
wr i t ten quJ. te  a b i t  but  76 yeaxs
is qui.te a while to get condensed.
i sn ' t  i t ?  Ra iny  days  seem to  be
best  for  i t  somehow when we can ' t
do much e lse and he gets  to
remembering I

; fl ,*;
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THE EULOGY GIVEN AT WILL]AM'S FUNERAL BY H]S GRANDDAUGHTERANDREA

W i l l i a m  H e n r y  B l i s s  w a s  b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 8 ,  L 9 O 4  i n  A l b i o n ,
Nebraska ,  t o  John  Henry  B l i ss  and  EL iza  N lay  Sh ive l y .  He  was  the
6 th  o f  t he i r  n ine  ch i l d ren  and  the  on l y  boy  un t i l  Da ro ld  showed  up
w h e n  G r a n d p a  w a s  1 3 .  O n e  b o y  h a d  d i e d  a t  b i r t h .

G r a n d p a  w a s  n a m e d  f o r  h i s  u n c l e ,  W i l l i a m  H e n r y  B 1 1 s s ,  w h o  w a s
h i s  f a t h e r ' s  t w i n  b r o t h e r .  W e  k e e p  t h i n k l n g  t w i n s  w i l l  a p p e a r
a g a i n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b u t  s o  f a r  t h e y  h a v e n ' t .  B u t  t w o  o f  m y  b r o -
t h e r r s  a n d  t h e i r  w j - v e s  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  b a b i e s r  s o  m a y b e  L h i s  w i l l  b e
t h e  y e a r  f o r  t w i n s  i n  t h e  B l i s s  1 i n e .

A u n t  H a z e L ,  G r a n d p a ' s  o l d e s t  s i s t e r ,  r e m e m b e r s  h i m  f o n d l y  a s
t h e  m i s c h i v o u s  1 i t t 1 e  b r o t h e r  w h o  w a s  s p o i l e d  b y  f o u r  o l d e r  s i s t e r s
and  a  faLher  who  was  rea l l y  happy  to  have  a  son  a t  1as t .  She  to ld
abou t  one  even ing  when  he  was  m iss ing  and  the i r  mo the r  was  i n  a
pan ic  and  had  the  en t i re  fam i l y  sea rch ing  eve rywhere  fo r  h im .
P r e t l y  s o o n  t w o  y e a r  o l d  W i l l l a m  l a u g h i n g l y  p e a k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  b o x
h e  w a s  h i d i n g  i n .  T h a t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g !  H e  r e m a i n e d  a
t e a s e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  H e  l o v e d  t o  l a u g h  a n d  w h e n  h e  w a s
t i c k l e d ,  h e  w a s  t i c k l e d  a l l  o v e r .

HazeL  was  enough  o lde r  t ha t  she  taugh t  t he  nea rby  schoo l  t ha t
W i l l l a m  a n d  h i s  c o u s i n  H a r o l d  a t t e n d e d .  S h e  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y
n a u g h t y  1 i t t 1 e  b o y s .  I  f  i n d  t . h a t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  d o n ' t  y o u ?

A l t h o u g h  D a r o l d  w a s  m u c h  y o u n g e r ,  h e  h a s  a  l o t  o f  m e m o r i e s  o f
g o o d  t i m e s  w i t h  b r o t h e r  W i l 1 i a m .  H e  r e m e m b e r s  v e r y  w e l l  t h e  t i m e
Grandpa  go t  sho t  i n  t he  1eg  when  he  and  a  f r i end  were  ou t  rabb i t
h u n t i n g .  T h e  d o c t o r  c a m e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  b u l 1 e t  a n d  i t
w a s  o n l y  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  r e a l i z e d  h o w  d a n g e r o u s  i t  h a d  b e e n .
Y o u  s e e ,  t h e  d o c t o r  u s e d  e t h e r  t o  p u t  G r a n d p a  t o  s l e e p  a n d  a  k e r o -
s e n e  l a m p  w a s  u s e d  t o  g i v e  h i m  l i g h t  t o  w o r k  b y .  L u c k i l y  t h e r e  w a s
n o  e x p l o s i o n .  H e  w a s  1 6  o r  1 7  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  s j - n c e  o n l y  p a r t  o f
t h e  b u l l e t  w a s  r e m o v e d ,  h e  c a r r i e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t  i n  h i s  1 e g
t h r o u g h  1 i f e .

0 f  a l l  t h e  f a m i l y ,  h e  w a s  c l o s e s t  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  L i 1 a h ,  w h o
w a s  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  h i m .  B e s i d e s  t h e  b r o t h e r  w h o  d i e d  a t
b i r t h ,  L i l a h  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  h i s  b r o L h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  t o  p r e c e d e
h i m  i n  d e a t h .

W h e n  a s k e d  t o  l i s t  s o m e  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  h o b b i e s ,  D a r o l d
l i s t e d  c o o k i n g ,  € d t i n g  ( e s p e c i a l l y  p o t a t o e s  a n d  g r a v y  a n d  p o t a t o
s a l a d ) ,  d a n c i n g ;  h e  l o v e d  t o  l a u g h  a n d  h a d  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s e n s e  o f
h u m o r .  B u t  e v e r y o n e  s e e m s  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  h i s  m a i n  h o b b y

A l though  they  l 1ved  on  the  fa rm
u p ,  h e  n e v e r  l i k e d  f a r m i n g .  B u t  h e
young  man  t r i ed  an  expe r imen t  i n  hog
H e  n e v e r  g a v e  u p  h i s  l o v e  f o r  c a t s ,
i t e s  d u r i n g  h i s  1 i f e .  f ' 1 1  b e t  m a n y
abou t  Nubb ins .

a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  g r o w i n g
d i d  l i k e  a n i m a l s  a n d  a s  a

f a r m i n g  t h a t  d i d n ' t  w o r k  o u t .
t h o u g h ,  a n d  h a d  s e v e r a l  f a v o r -

o f  v o u  h a v e  h e a r d  h i s  s t o r i e s

f n  L 9 2 9  W i l l i a m  m a r r i e d  S a v i l l a  E v e l y n  L o n g .  A  y e a r  l a t e r ,  i l y
f a t h e r ,  W i l b u r  L e e ,  w a s  b o r n  a n d  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a
d a u g h t e r ,  D o r o t h y  f 1 e n e ,  j o i n e d  t h e  f a m i l y .

T h o s e  w e r e  t h e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  a n d  i t  w a s  d i f -
f i c u l t  f o r  h i m  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  t r i e d  a  1 o t  o f  d i f f e r e n

(  Con t inued  )
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t h i n g s .  H e w a s  a  c a r b o n a t o r  a n d  p a i n t e r  a t  t h e  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  S u g a r
F a c t o r y  i n  G e r i n g ,  N e b r a s k a .  H e  t r i e d  r a i s i n g  f l a x  o n  t h e  R o s e b u d
I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  b u t  s u f f e r e d  a  d e v a s t a t l n g  c r o p  1 o s s .  T h e n  c a m e
h i s  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  a L  s a l e s m a n s h i p  w h e n  h e  b e c a m e  a  R a w l e i g h
P r o d u c t s  d e a l e r .  B u t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  N e b r a s k a  f a r m e r s
1 n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s  h a d  a  t e r r l b l e  d r o u g h t  a n d  d u s t  s t o r m s  t o  c o n -
t e n d  w i t h ,  s o  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y , u n c o l l e c t a b l e  a c c o u n t s  a n d  h e  h a d  t o
g i v e  u p  a n d  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k  a t \ t h e  s u g a r  f a c t o r y .

H i s  u n c l e  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e ,  a n d  w i t h  h i s  e n -
c o u r a g e m e n t ,  W i l l i a m  l e f t  h i s  f a m i l y  b e h i n d  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  w e n t
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n .  H e  l i k e d  w h a t  h e
f o u n d  a n d  s o o n  s e n L  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  j o i n  h i m .

H e  b e c a m e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  W a t k i n s  P r o d u c t s  d e a l e r  a n d  t h r e e  y e a r s
l a t e r  b o u g h t  a  h o m e  i n  L y n d e n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  p a r t  o f  i t
i n t o  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r y  s t o r y  a n d  S t a n d a r d  S e r v i c e
S t a L l o n .

I  r e m e m b e r  G r a n d p a  t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  q u i t e  a  h e a d  f o r
n u m b e r s  a n d  c o u l d  a d d  u p  a  c u s t o m e r r s  t o t a l  b i l l  i n  h i s  h e a d ,
c o r r e c t  t o  t h e  p e n n y ,  d s  f a s t  a s  s o m e o n e  e l s e  c o u l d  d o  i t  o n  a
m a c h i n e .

H e  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  D e l t a  F a r m e r s '  G r a n g e  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  1 o c a l  M a s o n i c  L o d g e .  H e  h a d  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a s o n s  f o r
5 0  y e a r s  w h e n  h e  d i e d .

f n  1 9 4 0  h i s  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  e n d e d  i n  d i v o r c e ,  -  a  s a d  f a c t  L h a t
G r a n d p a  d l d n ' t  f u 1 1 y  a c c e p t  a n d  a d j u s t  t o  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  b e i n g  a  W a t k l n s  d e a l e r  f u l 1  t i m e  a n d  h a d  m u c h
s u c c e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  g r e a t  e f f o r t  a n d  f r i e n d l y  n a t u r e .  A n d  i t
w a s  a  p r o d u c t  h e  r e a 1 1 y  b e l i e v e d  i n .  f ' m  s u r e  y o u ' v e  a l l  h e a r d
h o w  w o n d e r f u l  W a t k i n s  L i n a m e n t  i s  a n d  h o w  t h e  v a n i l l a  j u s t  c a n ' t
b e  b e a t .

H e  w a s  a l w a y s  g e n u l n e l y  l n t e r e s t e d  i n  p e o p l e  a n d  c a r e d  a b o u t
t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  B i l l  B l i s s  w a s  k n o w n  a n d  l i k e d  b y  e v e r y -
o n e  j - n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  1 i f e ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  c a s e
w h e r e v e r  h e  1 i v e d .

H i s  c h i l d r e n  s p e n t  s u m m e r s  w i t h  h i m ,  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e m  m o r e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  L r a v e l  t h a n  m o s t  c h i l d r e n .

D u r i n g  t h e  W o r l d  W a r  I I  y e a r s ,  h e  w o r k e d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  f l l i n o i s
f o r  M c D o n a l d  D o u g l a s .  H e  w a s  a  f o r e m a n  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  n o s e  s e c -
t i o n  o f  t h e  D C  3 ' s .

A f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  i t  w a s  b a c k  t o  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  a n d  h i s  u s u a l
h a r d  w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  a s  a  s a l e s m a n .

T h e  1 o n e 1 y ,  t r o u b l e d  y e a r s  e n d e d  i n  L 9 5 3  w h e n  h e  m a r r i e d
M i l d r e d  E m i l y  S m i t h  a n d  g a l n e d  t h r e e  t e e n a g e  c h i l d r e n  M e r 1 e ,
A r l e n e ,  a n d  J a n e t .  M e r l e  s a i d  t h e l r  f a m i l y  m e t  G r a n d p a  i n  B e l -
l i n g h a m ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  t h e i r  f a t h e r  d i e d .  T h e y  r . \ r e r e
i n t r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  m u t u a l  f r i e n d s .

f  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  m e m o r i e s  o f  G r a n d p a  b e f o r e  h e  f o u n d  G r a n d m a .
B u t  I ' v e  h e a r d  t h a t  h e  w a s  1 o n e 1 y  a n d  c o u l d  b e  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  a t

t imes .  Bu t  no  one  can  be  any th ing  bu t  happy  a round  Grandma

(  C o n t  i n u e d  )



(wrLLraM'  s  su locy comt lmuuo)
B l i s s .  S h e  h a s  s o  m u c h  s w e e t n e s s  t h a t  s o m e  o f  i t  h a d  t o  r u b  o f f .
S h e  f i n d s  p l e a s u r e  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  l i f e .  E v e r y o n e
n e a r  h e r  i s  m a d e  h a p p i e r  b y  h e r  p r e s e n c e .  G r a n d p a  l { r a s  e s p e c i a l l y .
I , { e ' re  g lad  he  was  l ucky  enough  to  f i nd  he r ,  bo th  fo r  h i rnsE l f  and
f u r  u s ,  a n d  h o w  s h e  h a s  L o u c h e d  o u r  l i v e s .

T h e y  b o u g h t  a  h o m e  i n  G l a d s t o n e ,  O r e g o n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e d
u n t i l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  r a i s e d .  f  t h i n k  t h a t r s  w h e n  I  w e n t  t o
v i s i t  t h e m  a n d  h e  g a v e  m e  h o r s e y  r i d e s  a l l  o v e r  L h e  h o u s e .  A n d
f o r  y e a r s  h e  t o l d  a b o u t  a  1 i t t 1 e  g i r l  t h a t  " j u s t  c a m e  t o  s e e  t h e i r
h o u s e "  a n d  h a d  o n e  t o e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  o l d e s t .  H e  w a s  a m u s e d  a n d
e n j o y e d  i t  f o r  y e a r s .

O n c e  t h e  k i d s  w e r e  r a i s e d ,  t h e y  s e t  o u t  o n  a n  a d v e n t u r e  o f
j o y f u l  t o g e t h e r n e s s .  T h e y  d j - s c o v e r e d  b e a u t i f u l  O a k  C r e e k  C a n y o n
in  A r i zona  and  soo r r  moved . ' [ ] r e re  to  work  and  to  p lay .  The  bes t
vaca t i ons  ou r  f a rn i l y  eve r  had  were  spen t  t he re  i n  t ha t  co lo r fu l
Red . -Rock  Coun t ry  they  bo th  l oved  so  much .  And  Grandpa  a lways
k n e w  a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e s  t o  s e e  t h a t  m a n y  t o u r i s t s  w o u l d
h a v e  m i s s e d .

G r a n d p a  h a d  b e e n  s o  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e l l i n g  h o u s e h o l d  p r o d u c t s
- -  m a g a z i n e s ,  c o o k w a r e ,  e n c y c l o p e d i a s ,  a n d  i n s u r a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e y
hard l y  had  room fo r  a l l  t he  t roph ies  and  awards  he  ea rned .  And
w h i l e  i n  A r l z o n a ,  h e  b e g a n  s e 1 1 1 n g  r e a l  e s t a t e .  N a t u r a I I y  h e  w a s
s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  t h a t  t o o .  M a y b e  t o o  s u c c e s s f u l .  E v e r y  t l m e  w e
w e n t  t o  s e e  t h e m  i n  A r i  z o n a  t h e y  w e r e  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  h o u s e .  G r a n d -
p a  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  r e s i s t  a  g o o d  s a l e  e v e n  i f  i t  w a s  h i s  o w n  h o m e .
We used  to  wonder  why  Grandma even  bo the red  to  unpack .

Bu t  once  we  found  Lhem,  v i s i t i ng  w i th  Grandma and  Grandpa
was  a lways  l o t s  o f  f un .  Grandpa  knew a l l  t he  back  roads  and  a l l
t h e  p r e t t i e s t  v i e w s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b e s t  s w i m m l n g  h o 1 e s .  I n  f a c t ,
Grandpa  was  the  pe r fec t  hos t  t o  eve ryone .  He  was  a  wonder fu l
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t  w i t h a  t e r r i f i c  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r .  H e  l o v e d  t o  t e 1 1
s t o r i e s  a n d  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r e d  e v e r y  d e t a i l .

He  and  Grandma gave  us  k ids  an  app rec ia t i on  fo r  na tu re  tha t
w e  m i g h t  h a v e  m i s s e d  w i t h o u t  t h e m .  T h e y  l o v e d  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s
and  seemed  to  know eve ryone  nea rby .  Once  when  f  v i s i t ed  them in
A r l z o n a  f  w a s  t i c k l e d  t o  s e e  t h e m  s e t  a  t a b l e  o u t  o n  a  f l a t  r o c k
in  the  back  ya rd  and  then  wa i t  i ns ide  to  see  a l l  t he  an j -ma ls  come
t o  d i n n e r .  T h e y  f e d  f o x e s ,  a n d  r a b b i t s  a n d  r a c o o n s .  S o m e  o f
t h e m  e v e n  h a d  n a m e s  L o  g o  w i t h  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  c h a r a c t e r -
i s t i c s .

As  much  as  they  l oved  the  beau t i f u l  coun t r y  o f  Oak  Creek
C a n y o n ,  t h e y  s t i l 1  l o v e d  O r e g o n  m o r e  a n d  c o n s t a n l l y  d r e a m e d  o f
re tu rn j . ng .  They  spen t  many  happy  hou rs  p lann ing  the i r  d ream home
wh ich  was  to  be  bu i l t  on  the  1ove1y  pa rk - l i ke  p rope r t y  t hey  owned
in  Sandy .

T h e  d r e a m  h o m e  f i n a l l y  m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  n o t  t o o  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o
a n d  t h e y  b e g a n  t h e i r  r e a l  g o l d e n  y e a r s .  T h e y ' v e  h a d  w o n d e r f u l
c o m p a n i o n s h i p  n e a r b y  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  1 i t t 1 e  s t r e a r n  l i v e  G r a n d -
p a ' s  c o u s i n  a n d  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d ,  H a r o l d ,  a n d  h i - s  w i f e  M i l d r e d .  T h e
l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  f u n  f o r  t h e m  a l l .  G r a n d p a ' s  p r o u d e s t
ach ievemen t  i n  recen t  yea rs  was  the  bu i l d ing  o f  a  beau t i f u l  f oo t

b r i d g e  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e i r  t w o  p r o p e r t i e s .  I  j u s t  w i s h  h e  c o u l d

( C o n t i n u e d )
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h a v e  h a d  m o r e  t i m e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  l a b o r .

G r a n d p a ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  b o r n  s a l e s m a n ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y
g e t  s e l l i n g  o u L  o f  h i s  s y s t e m .  M a n y  y e a r s  1 a t e r ,  h e  s t i 1 1  m a i n -
t a i n e d  a  s u p p l y  o f  W a t k i n s  P r o d u c t s  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d
a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  A s  w a s  a l w a y s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  G r a n d p a ,  h e  w a s  c o m -
p l e t e l y  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  o r  h e  w o u l d n ' t
h a v e  s o l d  i L .  H e L a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s a l e s m a n  b e c a u s e  h i s  i n t e g r l t y
c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  d o u b t e d  a n d  a 1 s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s
n a t u r a l ,  f r i e n d l y  m a n n e r ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  h a r d  w o r k .

D i s t a n c e  w a s  a l w a y s  a  p r o b l e m  a n d  h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  k n o w  m o s t
o f  h i s  g randch i l d ren  as  we l l  as  he  r vou ld  have  l i ked  g r  as  much  as
we  wou ld  have  l i ked .  Bu t  t he  re la t l onsh ip  was  a lways  a  good  and
s a t i s f y i n g  o n e .  W e ' r e  g l a d  t o  h a v e  k n o w n  h i m  a s  w e l l  a s  w e  d i d .

When  my  b ro the r  go t  mar r i ed  and  needed  an  i nexpens ive  honey -
m o o n  r e t r e a t ,  G r a n d m a  a n d  G r a n d p a  B l i s s  o f f e r e d  t h e m  t h e  u s e  o f
the i r  home ove r look ing  Oak  Creek  i n  A r i zona  wh i l e  t hey  \ . {e re  i n
Oregon .  Tha t  k ind  o f  generos i t y  was  t yp l ca l  o f  Grandma and  Grandpa

W i l l i a m  H .  B l i s s  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  w i f e ,  M i l d r e d ,  a n d  s i s t e r s
H a z e I ,  G o l d i e ,  A n n a  V o i l e L ,  G l a d y s ,  a n d  B l a n c h e ,  a n d  b r o t h e r ,  D a r -
o 1 d ;  h i s  s o n ,  h r i l b u r ,  D a u g h t e r ,  D o r o t h y  f 1 e n e ,  a n d  t h e i ' r  t h i r t e e n
c h i l d r e n  .

f n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  s o n  M e r l e  M e h 1 ,  d a u g h t e r s ,
A r l e n e  a n d  J a n e t ,  a n d  t h e i r  n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  H e  1 s  a l s o  s u r v l v e d  b y
L 9  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  ( 1 6  f r o m  A u n t  D o r o t h y  a n d  m y  f a t h e r ) .

In Memorv Of

WILLIAM H. BLISS

BornNovember 18, 1904

Died April 25,1982

Funeral Service
Wednesday, April 28, 1982

3:30 P.M. in The Sunset Chapel
Portland Memorial Funeral Home

Conducting, Elder Steven Watts

fnvocation, Bishop Merle Mehl

Music Selection, "fn The Garden"

Eulogy, Andrea Bliss

Remarks, Steven Watts

Music Selection, "Whispering Hope"

Benediction, Elder Wilbur Bliss

Vault Entombment
Portland Memorial Mausoleum

o$hc t(wcnlq "'nl'i'd ?solt

: ffi,nru.l i, -,,[l ',rpf,.,J, $,Loll no{,ronf
^' ] I l "  

rnh"t fr  rc lu l i "  Jorun in grecn pcsl , , .cs
l ]"  I toJ. l | .  ' rc bcsiJc *f ,"  , l l l l  ruol*s.

l!]c ,.".1or"}h *1 ,oul' l-1" l"nJ"tl ' rnc in tlrc

polh, , r f  r iq l ' , lc,usncs j lo.) l  i ,  norrcssohc.
rUJ."irL,,1li {i Jolh +h,,,rI rh. voll.1 ,,I t1,,.

t l .oJ r t  o f  dco tL ,  t (  w i l l  fuo .  no  en i  l ;

f , r "  lhu ,  o . l  w i lL  * " ,  lh1  , ' rd  ond

t [1 '+"f f  +1.1 .o,nfo"t 'o.
lLo,, p..p... .1 o tobl. b"fo.. ,-nr ,, '  t l 'c

P r e s c r c e  o f  h l t n c  c n c r r r c s :

l [ ,ou  on<r i r . ]e  s l  -1  h roJ  o t i lL  o i l r

m 1  c u p . r n n c l l r  o t c , ' .

$rrol1 1ooJnu.,  onJ 'nr""1 . f ,n l i f " l l r ' " '
' "  o l l  +f ,"  J.1.  of  n,1 l i f  . ,

nnJ $ wi I I dw"l I in tho house of th. [r".d 
for 

cer



of

HusDand rohn Henru Blrss
14 Mav 1860 Plut" B".t rrr- wachinrfon- wic.oncir

Chriotened Plac€

Dled
21 Oct 1941

t'"t* 
Gibbon. Buffalo. Nebrasl

Buried Plu* 
Gihh.rn Blrffaln Nehrnqk:

Marrbd
6 Jun 1894 Pl"t" 

Albi.rn- &rone. Nehracl
Husband's fath€r

Alanson Newton BLISS
Hugband's mother

Henrietba AGEN
Wife Eliza Mav SHIVELY

EOrn
10 Feb 1871 tl"* 

T.*" citv- Tama
Christened Place

Died
3 Mav 1948 ou* Gibbon- Buffalo- Nebraske

Burled Pl"t" Gihh.rn- Brrffaln- Nehranl
Wife'e father

Henrv SHIVELY
Wife's mother

Elizabeth Ann RtrCHARDS

Children List each child in oder of bifth.

F Hazel Belle BIJSS
Eorn 

24 Mav 1895
t'utu 

Albion. Boone. Nebraska
Christened Place

Died t'u* Ko*au. Ke:mprr. Nebras!
Buried Plttu 

l-{.rl.l.l.l.rp Fhelne Ntrhrack
Spouse

John Theodore ECKLUN
Manied

?1 nor^ lOlC Plttu Karrrrav Kclrncv Nahrecl

F Goldie Leora BTISS
Bom

29 Mav 1897
t'""u Albion, Boone, Nebraska

Christened Plac€

Dred 
13 Jur 1984

Plac€

Burled Place

Spous€
William aka Willis CLAYTOR

Manbd
31 Dpc 1919 (Div) Place

F Anna Voilet BTISS
Bom tl""u Albion. Boone. Nebrasl
ChrlGtened Place

Dled 
27 Mav ZCIol

t'"* Gibbon. Buffalo. Nebrasl
Buried Pl"* 

Gihtrrn- Brrffalo- Nehrasl
Spou6e

Charles Walter WILIARD
Marri#

6 (pn 1Q??
Place

F Li|ah MaY BLISS
Bom

4 Seo 1901
tlut" 

Alhiarn- Brnne- Nehrasl
Chrlstened Place

Died 
11oct 1979

Pl"* Lvnden. Whatcom. washinoton
Buried Ph* lrrnden, Whafrnm wechinnfor
Spouse

Earl Henrv aka Slim FOX
Maniecl

19 Feb 1930 PLt" qialrr",, chr:vanna Nahracl

4

16 May 2002



Family Group Record
6

Husband rohn Henrv Blrss
Wife Eliza Mav SHIVELY
Children List each child in order of birth.

M BLISS
Born 

?6 Dec 1g0i Plu* alhi.rn- Brrone- Nehraska
Chribtened Plac€

Dred 
26 Dec 1903

t'"* Albion. Boone. Nebraska
Buried Pl"t" Alhi.rn- Bnone- Nehraska
Spouse

Manied Place

M William Henru BTISS
Born 

lf, Nnv 1QO4
Plu* Alhirrn- Boone- Nehracka

Chrlst€ned Place

Died 
25 Aor 1982

Plu"" Podland. Multnomah. oreoon
Buried 

2g Anr 19g2
Pltt" p.rrflnnrl Mrrltnomah orportn

Spouse
Savilla Evelvn LONG

tt t*1s ' I rn 
1e29 (Div) Place G."lrr., Grnftc Rh rff Nehreck;

F Gladys Opal BLISS
Bom 

7 Dec 1g0g Plt* q,,-no. Dewcnn Nphreckt
Chrlst€ned Place

Dred 
9 oct lggg Pltt" Tooeka, shawnee, Kansas

Buried 
r? rk+ lqqc Place Rrrlnit Milrhetl Knnsf,(

Spou6c
Frank Russell PITMAN

Married 
to Dpc 1Qi6

Plt* rrr.liorr:rnnlic Merinn Tnrli

F Blanche Verle B|JSS
Eorn 

16 Auo 1g13
t'"* s,rrnn"r. Dawson- Nebrasl

Christ6ned Plac6

Died Place

Buried Plac€

Spouse
Theodore Henrv SPRING

Marrled
1Q41 fDiv\ Plic€ all.r-^ir thr rrclan \^t:rchinntnn

M Darold WaYne BLISS
Bom 

19 Dec 1917
Plu* s,,rnna.- Dawson- Nehrasl

Christened Place

Died
28 Jun 1989 Plu* Renfnn- Kino. Weshinotor

Buried Plt"" Rnnton- Kino- washinot
.pouse

Rozella Delores HARISND
Marrled

7Q Mav lQE? Place

I

I
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